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LAND SALES RAISE 
£8m AT COUNCIL 


CRIME 

Police swoop over 
charity shop raids 

DOZENS of police officers launched ear¬ 
ly-morning raids on a suspected gang of 
thieves that has targeted charity shops and 
firms around the region in burglaries total¬ 
ling £500,000. 

Officers used battering rams on Mon¬ 
day to enter properties to arrest suspects 
on suspicion of conspiracy to burgle, after 
shops and factories were hit in Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall and in Stafford¬ 
shire. 

Six addresses were raided as part of the 
police fightback against the gang, linked to 
67 burglaries. Five men were arrested. 


Report by Jamie Brassington 


CASH-STRAPPED Dudley 
Council has made more than 
£8 million from selling off 
council-owned land over the 
last five years 

The authority has sold off 42 
plots since January 2013, which has 
earned council coffers a total sum of 
£8,311,289. 

It comes as the authority has made a raft of 
cost-cutting measures to services and voted to 
raise council tax, following a significant fall in 
funding from central government. 

Council bosses said land has been sold off to 
make ‘millions of pounds of savings’ but strict 
regulations govern how the council can spend 
the money. 

Opposition leaders felt the Labour-led 
council had taken too long to sell off land and 
warned that the local authority should be care¬ 
ful over which sites it sells. 

The plots of land have made way for housing 
and business developments. They were listed 
as ‘surplus’ by the council and included offices, 
residential properties, a care home and a car 
park. 

The figures have been revealed following a 
Freedom Of Information request. 

The most expensive property sold off was 
the former Cradley High School, on Benjamin 
Drive in Halesowen, which fetched £1,313,500. 
It made way for a £16.2m retirement village, 
called Lime Gardens, which consists of 120 
homes and leisure facilities. 

Demolished 

Shenstone Care Home, in Kent Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, was sold off for £lm. It was demolished 
to make way for a new care home which cost 
£5m to develop. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, leader of the Con¬ 
servative group, said: “Dudley Council is the 
biggest land owner in the borough. Some of the 
land the authority owns has been left to rack 
and ruin close to 10 years. If any land is sur¬ 
plus to requirements, then the council should 
not hold onto them. I feel they are not quick 
enough to sell land off.” 

Councillor Paul Brothwood, leader of the 
UKIP group, said the authority should use 
empty council buildings for its services, rather 
than ‘selling off council assets’ and paying 
rents to the private sector. 

He added: “We also need to ensure that we 
are careful when selling off land. It’s like family 
silverware - once it’s gone it’s gone.” 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for planning and economic development, 
said: “By releasing those buildings that are 
surplus to requirements, we are able to save 
on day-to-day running costs, maintenance, se¬ 
curity and upkeep. The capital receipt monies 
are ring-fenced to help improve the remaining 
buildings. The relocation of services will secure 
future revenue savings.” 


DREAM DRAMS FOR THE WHISKY CONNOISSEURS 



Adrian Lilly offers a sample of one of the whiskies he had available at the Midlands Whisky Festival held in Stourbridge Town Hall 


WHISKY connoisseurs were in fine spirits as 
they turned out in their droves at the Mid¬ 
lands Whisky Festival, held in Stourbridge. 

Nearly 40 exhibitors offered hundreds of 
tipples with choices of whisky from not just 
Scotland and Ireland but also from the USA, 
India, Japan and Sweden, all finding their 
way to Stourbridge Town Hall. 

The event was organised by wine mer¬ 
chants Nickolls and Perks, who have been 


based in Stourbridge since 1797, and they 
described the festival as their biggest event 
to day. 

The festival has gone from strength to 
strength from its beginnings as a more low 
key annual event six years ago, to it’s two day 
sell-out success last weekend. 

It has become so popular that they will be 
holding a follow up festival in Birmingham in 
September. 


Tim Robbins, marketing and events man¬ 
ager from Nickolls and Perks, said: “We had 
over 700 visitors on Friday and Saturday, it 
was rammed and we’ve had fabulous feedback 
so far.” 

There were also ‘masterclasses’ featuring A 
Taste of Diageo’s 2016 Special Releases with 
Colin Dunn and 240 Years of Glenfarclas with 
George S. Grant, a sixth generation member 
of a famous whiskey family. 


INVESTMENT 

New hotel is set 
to create 20 jobs 

TRAVELODGE has announced it will be 
opening 15 new hotels this year - in¬ 
cluding its second in Dudley. 

The 78-room Birmingham Dudley 
Tipton Travelodge will open later this 
year at Discovery Way on Tipton Road. 

A spokesman said: “The new pur¬ 
pose built hotel represents an invest¬ 
ment of £6 million and will create 20 
jobs within the community.” 

The chain’s other hotel in the bor¬ 
ough is the Dudley Travelodge in Brier- 
ley Hill. 

RETAIL 

Empty shops on the 
decrease in borough 

THE rate of empty shops in Dudley has 
dropped, new figures have revealed. 

The Local Data Company has released 
a report on retail vacancy rates in the UK’s 
650 town centres. 

In Dudley, 17.7 per cent of the borough’s 
356 stores were empty in 2016. This im¬ 
proved from 20.1 per cent recorded in the 
first half of 2016. 

In the West Midlands, Walsall was worst 
with 22.8 per cent of shops empty. In West 
Bromwich 22.2 per cent of stores were va¬ 
cant. However, Hednesford only has a 6.4 
per cent vacancy rate. 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, 
SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
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Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 0AL Telephone: 0845 603 0334 Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 
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Shed fraudster is facing prison term 



Steven Corbett - convicted 


A FRAUDSTER took thousands of 
pounds for garden sheds he failed to 
supply if facing a probable jail sentence. 

Steven Corbett, of Tack Farm Road, 
Stourbridge, made the bogus sales via 
online site eBay, taking money from 
customers upfront. Individual payments 
were as large as £2,090 and it is thought 
he received more than £22,500 from the 
scam. 

Trading standards officers were 
alerted to the 37-year-old’s racket after 
complaints were made. 

Corbett leaded guilty to ten counts 
of fraud by false representation, where 


the loss totalled £8,300, at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Magistrates Court on Thursday. He 
was committed to the city’s crown court 
for sentence and told by magistrates he 
could face a lengthy period behind bars. 

Mr David Elliott, prosecuting, said 
trading standards believed there had 
been 25 customers conned by Corbett. 
He first came to their attention in April 
2015 and in July officers visited his busi¬ 
ness, Pine Sheds, at The Factory Centre, 
Woods Lane, Cradley Heath. 

His answers to inquiries at that stage 
convinced trading standards it was 
merely a failing business. Mr Elliott 


said: “Corbett told them he had experi¬ 
enced ‘cash flow’ problems and was not 
in a position to give refunds.” 

Corbett told the officer he was no 
longer taking orders and was working to 
fulfil those outstanding. But by Septem¬ 
ber the number of complainants against 
him had increased from four to 22. 

There was a further visit to the firm’s 
premises and the site manager told of¬ 
ficers Corbett had not been seen there 
for two months. 

Corbett was granted unconditional 
bail to appear at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on April 18. 


Arrest after attack 
on security guard, 73 


A MAN has been arrested on 
suspicion of attempted murder 
after a security guard was at¬ 
tacked at a Brierley Hill factory. 

The guard, aged 73, was assaulted 
at Stoke Forgings, a metal factory in 
Vine Street, at around 1pm on Sun¬ 
day. 

Police believe the guard was hit numer¬ 
ous times during a ‘prolonged attack last¬ 
ing around 15 minutes’. They believe he 
was beaten with a shovel. 

A 44-year-old man, of no fixed address, 
was arrested at around lam on Tuesday in 
the Holly Hall area of Dudley. He remains 
in police custody helping detectives with 
their inquiries. 

Detective Inspector Colin Mattinson 
from Force CID said: “The security guard 
was left with serious head injuries and re¬ 
mains in a critical condition in hospital. 

“Enquiries are on-going and I would 
ask anyone who saw anything in the Vine 
Street area on Sunday or anyone who has 
knowledge of this attack to call us as soon 
as possible on 101 or call Crimestoppers 
confidentially on 0800 555 111.” 

The guard was discovered by a colleague 
starting work at around 7pm. 

As The Chronicle went to press he re¬ 
mained in a critical condition in hospital. 

The main entrance to the factory site 
has an electronic gate and is surrounded 
by walls and railings. 

There are notices on the walls that the 
site is monitored and patrolled by security 
officers. 

Challenged 

Detective Inspector Colin Mattinson 
from Force CID said: “This was a sustained 
and violent attack on an elderly man. 

“We believe he challenged a man found 
inside the premises, which led to the un¬ 
provoked attack taking place. 

“Inquiries are continuing and we are 
studying CCTV and carrying our forensic 
investigations at the scene. We are still try¬ 
ing to establish what the man was doing 
inside the premises and what, if anything, 
was stolen.” 

A resident living near the factory, who 
did not want to be named, said: “It is terri¬ 
ble what they did to that poor man. He was 
just doing his job. At his age he was very 
brave to tackle whoever it was.” 


Cancer care nets memorial donation 



Paul Coley and Ron Wakeman, friends of the late Cyril Cartwright, with fundraising manager Karen Phillips 


DONATIONS in memory of a de¬ 
voted supporter of the non-league 
football scene have helped a club 
and a hospital. 

Around £900 each was given to 
Russells Hall Hospital and Lye 
Town Football Club on behalf of 
Cyril Cartwright, who died in Feb¬ 
ruary 2016, aged 87, after a short 
illness. 

He had devoted his life to the 
support of amateur football in the 
Black Country. 

One of his roles was to run the 


Dudley Metro Cups Competition, 
which also raised money for Black 
Country hospitals. 

Paul Coley and Ron Wakeman, 
both friends of Mr Cartwright, pre¬ 
sented the cheque to the Cancer 
Appeal at Russells Hall Hospital 
last week. 

Karen Phillips, fundraiser man¬ 
ager at the hospital, said: “This do¬ 
nation is incredibly special to us in 
memory of Mr Cartwright. He had 
a big affiliation with the hospital, 
helping and supporting us. ” 


She added: “Cyril suffered fre¬ 
quent illness during his final years 
and always spoke in glowing terms 
of the care he received from Rus¬ 
sells Hall.” 

The Dudley Metro Cups Compe¬ 
tition involved many Black Coun¬ 
try teams, including Dunns Bank, 
Dudley Wood Athletic, Kinver and 
Mr Cartwright’s beloved Quarry 
Bank Celtic. Since 1992 almost 
£15,000 has been donated to hospi¬ 
tals from the competitions, and the 
fundraising started in the 1950s. 


Police selling 
criminals' 
valuables for 
thousands 

VALUABLE Watches seized from crooks 
and sold at a Dudley auction house have 
sold for a total of more than £30,000. 

Rolex, Cartier and Breitling wrist- 
watches seized under the Proceeds of 
Crime Act and Police Property Act have 
fetched thousands at the West Midlands 
Police auctions at Aston’s over recent 
years. 

Chris Aston, of the Tower Street- 
based auctioneers, said: “These West 
Midlands Police auctions are the most 
exciting auctions we hold with the big¬ 
gest variety of items on offer. They 
certainly make a change from the tradi¬ 
tional antique auctions. 

“The best part for both ourselves and 
the bidders is the fact that all of the 
items are sold ‘without reserve’ so items 
start off very low, attracting plenty of 
bids.” 

The money made from the sales goes 
into the West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s £1 million Active Citi¬ 
zens Fund, which supports good causes 
around the region. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner, David Jamieson said: “These 
tainted trinkets are the result of people’s 
suffering, criminals preyed on victims to 
earn their dirty money. 

“This auction sends a strong mes¬ 
sage that crime doesn’t pay and justice 
catches up with criminals in the end.” 

Amongst the the star sellers have been 
a Rolex Oyster Perpetual Yacht-Master, 
which sold for £8,640, a Rolex Subma¬ 
riner worth over £6,000 and a heavy 9ct 
belcher link chain at £2,300. 

iPads stolen in 
a raid on school 

A SCHOOL was broken into and had 
29 iPads stolen. Police are appealing for 
information after Olive Hill Primary 
School, in Springfield Road, Halesowen, 
was targeted by raiders. 

A statement issued in the school 
newsletter reads: “The school is fully in¬ 
sured, however, this is unlikely to cover 
the full cost of replacing the devices. 
Unfortunately, the money we will need 
to spend to replace the devices can not 
now be spent on other resources for the 
children.” 

A West Midlands Police spokesperson 
said: “Police were called to reports of a 
burglary at Olive Hill School between 
2.25 and 2.55am on Friday, March 10. A 
number of iPads were stolen. Aanyone 
with information is asked to call police 
on 101.” 

Coach company has 
sets up new base 

A COACH firm has relocated its Black 
Country company HQ to new premises 
in Dudley. 

Dunwood Travel, a coach tour opera¬ 
tor specialising in holidays for the over- 
50s, has now moved to a new site at Pear 
Tree Lane, Dudley. 
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SOFAS, VINYLS LAMINATES,STAIRLIFTS 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets FREE OF CHARGE 
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 


DISABLED? 0AP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Electric Beds from 

£549 


Heavy Domestic Double Orthopaedic 
Saxony’s Divan Bed 

from 

£6.99 sq yd £245. 

was £14.99 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
carpets from 

£3.99 sqyd 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


100’s of rolls and end of rolls in store at knockdown prices 

WE WILL BEAT YOUR BIG SUPERSTORE 

mm 

Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill ^ 

• Kinver • Wordsley 

Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 




TOP BRAND 

ELECTRICAL ITEMS AT 

WHOLESALE PRICES 


Kettle & Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 

www.kettleandtoasterman.co.uk 
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Young driver 
may have 
fallen asleep 
at the wheel 

A TEENAGER who died when his car 
hit a tree and burst into flames may 
have fallen asleep at the wheel, an in¬ 
quest heart. 

Jack de Bell was travelling along a 
commuter route between the Black 
Country and Telford, the B4176 in the 
direction of Sutton Maddock, on De¬ 
cember 3 when his silver Ford Fiesta 
left the road and struck an oak tree. 

Mr John Ellery, the senior coroner 
for Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin 
heard it was possible that the 18-year- 
old had fallen asleep at the wheel as 
he made his way to work. 

At the inquest at Shrewsbury’s 
Shirehall, collision investigator Pc 
Nick Stafford said that there had been 
no apparent reason for the crash and 
no defects with the car. 

Mr Ellery was told that Jack, from 
Kinver, had gone to bed at around 
12.30am and had woken to go to work 
at around 3.45am. The accident hap¬ 
pened at around 4.30am. 

Jack’s parents suggested he could 
have fallen asleep at the wheel. A post 
mortem was carried out and gave a 
medical cause of death as multiple 
injuries. 

Mr Ellery concluded that Jack, a 
former Kinver High School student, 
died as a result of a road traffic col¬ 
lision. 

He said: “We do not know how or 
why the collision occurred. There is 
no evidence that this was a deliberate 
act. However, tt is certainly possible 
he fell asleep at the wheel, which un¬ 
fortunately took the life of this indus¬ 
trious young man.” 

Libraries offering 
map print service 

MAPS can now be printed at libraries 
in Dudley borough. 

Dudley Council has introduced the 
service to make it easier for people to 
produce the correct documentation 
when submitting planning applica¬ 
tions. 

The service will be available dur¬ 
ing regular opening hours at Dudley 
Library, Halesowen Library, Stour¬ 
bridge Library and The Archives 
Local History Centre on Tipton Road. 

Prices start at £9 for A4 or £20 for 
A3, which includes six printed copies. 
It can also be emailed or printed at 
home. 

Councillor Rachel Harris said: “It is 
part of our continued drive to adapt 
the services we offer at our librariesin 
response to public demand.” 

Having a laugh 
on Red Nose Day 

LAUGHTER Yoga sessions will be 
held at Dudley Leisure Centre to raise 
funds for Comic Relief during Red 
Nose Day tomorrow (Friday), with 
45-minute sessions at noon and 1pm 
at the Wellington Road venue. 


No new interview over boy's death 



Hubert Spencer 


CONVICTED killer Hubert Spencer will 
not be interviewed by police over the mur¬ 
der of paper boy Carl Bridgewater in 1978, 
following a TV documentary which raised 
fresh questions. 

Staffordshire Police have been carrying 
out a ‘forensic review’ in the aftermath of 
the Channel 4 documentary in June, which 
featured an interview with Spencer and 
raised doubts over the ‘cast-iron’ alibi he 
gave at the time. 

The force says there are no grounds to 
interview Spencer, who has always denied 
having anything to do with the notorious 
unsolved murder of 13-year-old Carl. The 


youngster was shot in the head at point- 
blank range after apparently disturbing a 
burglary at Yew Tree Farm, near Stour¬ 
bridge. Spencer, an ambulance driver and 
former neighbour of the Bridgewater fam¬ 
ily, was a suspect at the time. 

The screening of Interview with a Mur¬ 
derer prompted police to carry out a ‘thor¬ 
ough and detailed review’ of the case. 

Only one new witness was identified 
but they were unable to offer anything to 
progress the investigation. A review of the 
forensic evidence yielded ‘no new investiga¬ 
tive opportunities’, the force added. 

But a spokesman for Staffordshire Police 


said: “Unsolved crimes of this nature are 
never closed.” 

There have been 14 separate reviews of 
the case in the last 39 years. 

Police charged Patrick Molloy, James 
Robinson, and cousins Michael and Vincent 
Hickey in connection with the murder after 
they were arrested for an armed robbery in 
Halesowen. The ‘Bridgewater Four’ had 
their convictions overturned after 18 years. 
But it was too late for Mr Molloy, who died 
in prison in 1981. 

Months after the four were jailed in 
1979, Spencer used a shotgun to kill his 
friend Hubert Wilkes at a farmhouse. 


Cheaters put town on 
adultery map in survey 


STOURBRIDGE has been ranked 
the most adulterous town in the 
West Midlands in a new survey. 

The Infidelity Index compiled by Illici- 
tEncounters.com - which describes itself 
as ‘the UK’s leading married-dating web¬ 
site’ - mapped data from its 1.1 million 
members against each town’s adult popu¬ 
lation in a bid to find the most adulterous 
towns and cities in the country. 

The website claims Stourbridge is home to 
738 adulterers, which would mean 1.17 per 
cent of the entire adult population are alleg¬ 
edly cheating. 

It wasn’t the only town from the region to 
feature in the top 140 towns. Halesowen was 
ranked 46th, Walsall 61st, Willenhall 77th, 
West Bromwich 87th and Dudley 88th. 

According to the survey, the most adulter¬ 
ous town in the country is Royal Tunbridge 
Wells in Kent, while Barry in South Wales was 
ranked the least adulterous. 

IllicitEncounters spokesman Christian 
Grant said: “People have had affairs since the 
dawn of time, but the last decade in particular 
has seen a large spike. 

“The site has grown exponentially, and it’s 
thanks to the turbulent economy and increase 
in house prices that has left many people finan¬ 
cially crippled - unable to divorce should their 
marriage hit the rocks. 

Cheaper 

“So, they seek the only other viable alterna¬ 
tive that they have: an affair. It’s cheaper than 
a divorce and it’s safer than ever before. 

“With no less than seven towns in the top 
140, the West Midlands has clearly established 
itself as one of the most adulterous regions in 
the entire country, though it does house Sutton 
Coldfield, the eighth most faithful town in the 
UK. 

“The cities of the region showed more prom¬ 
ise for those who believe in monogamy, how¬ 
ever. Birmingham and Wolverhampton posted 
toward the lower end of the city index, while 
Coventry failed to threaten to break into the 
top 10.” 

For the first time, the Infidelity Index also 
compared cities and Coventry took the crown 
for the Midlands’ most adulterous city. Sitting 
in 20th place, the poll found 4.61 per cent of its 
adult population to be cheating. 


Car was 
ditched 
on mains 
gas pipe 

A MOTORIST involved in 
a late night crash literally 
ditched the car after career¬ 
ing into town centre road¬ 
works at Cradley Heath. 

Emergency services ar¬ 
rived to find the abandoned 
car in the hole, wedged next 
to the gas mains. There was 
no sign of the driver. 

The dark blue Audi had to 
be winched out by a recovery 
truck. 

Cradley Heath High 
Street had been dug up as 
part of ongoing gas works in 
the road. 

The occupants of the car 
had fled the scene, close to 
the Tesco Extra supermar¬ 
ket, before police officers ar¬ 
rived on Saturday at around 
11.30pm. 

Theresa Fields, who runs 
The Walk-in Wardrobe on 
High Street, said: “I suppose 
it puts us on the map again. 
I mean, it is amazing -1 just 
can’t work out how they’ve 
done that. It’ll certainly 
cause a stir.” Asid Iqbal, 
owner of of Cradley Heath 
Newsagents, said: “It’s 
lucky they weren’t seriously 
hurt. With the gas mains 
being there, it could have 
been much more serious.” 

A hole lot of bother at the roadworks in Cradley Heath High Street when r0 adworks are due be 

this Audi car crashed into a ditch and landed on top of the gas mains completed by March 31. 
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Free 'bond with 
your bump' class 

A FREE activity session encouraging 
pregnant mums to ‘bond with their 
bumps’ is being held Dudley Library 
tomorrow (Friday). 

Parents-to-be have been invited to 
‘Bump, Baby and Beyond’ from 11am 
to 2pm. 

The event aims to help mums com¬ 
municate with their imminent new ar¬ 
rivals through the medium of talking, 
rhyming and reading. 

Charities, businesses and organisa¬ 
tions will also showcase their services. 
The session is free and there is no 
need to book for the event. 

Actors' first steps 
into the limelight 

YOUNG actors from a Stour¬ 
bridge-based drama group will be 
making stage debuts next month. 

Twenty members of Dramawork- 
shop, founded and directed by profes¬ 
sional actress Esther Stanford, will 
take centre stage at Netherton Arts 
Centre on April 2 in productions of 
The Mobile Phone Show and Blood 
Brothers. 

It will be the first acting experience 
in front of a live audience for some of 
the cast 

Tickets can be bought from www. 
ticketsource.co.uk or on 07588 454083. 

Posh frocks night 
in aid of hospice 

NEW and nearly new wedding and 
prom dresses will be sold to raise 
money for Mary Stevens Hospice. 

The charity regularly receives dona¬ 
tions from boutiques and shops that 
are clearing stock. 

Now the dresses and other items 
will be sold to raise money for the 
charity at Cradley Heath Liberal Club 
on Upper High Street from 5pm on 
Tuesday. 

Designer dresses and outfits will 
start from £25. 

Ladies Day comedy is 
society's latest play 

DETAILS for a drama society’s next 
show have been announced. 

Enville Street Dramatic Society’s 
production of Amanda Whittington’s 
comedy Ladies Day will be held at Am- 
blecote Holy Trinity Church Hall from 
April 5 to 8. For tickets to the show, 
call 01384 376342 or 07857543846. 

The society was founded in 1947 as 
the social arm of Enville Street Meth¬ 
odist Church in Stourbridge, and have 
staged more than 130 plays. Visit 
www. envillestr eetdr amatic. org.uk 

Man injured in crash 

A MAN was seriously injured when a 
car hit a telegraph pole in Dudley at 
5am on Sunday. Another three people 
suffered minor injuries in the accident 
involving a black Fiesta in Halesowen 
Road. The road remained closed until 
around noon and police ask anyone 
with information to call 101. 
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DON T throw out 
costly cabinets 
when you can 
re-use them! 
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COUNTY NEWS 

volunteers sought 
for canal dear-up 

VOLUNTEERS are being sought over 
the first weekend of April, to clean up 
the canals of the West Midlands. 

Waterway Recovery Group volun¬ 
teers will be working from Wednes- 
field on the Wyrley and Essington 
Canal to Horseley Fields Junction 
up to Wolverhampton locks and then 
down to the Bradley Arm up to the 
workshop. Last year 70 volunteers 
spent two days removing 44 tonnes of 
rubbish from Walsall Canal. 

Contact Chris Morgan on079741.ll 
354 or email cbmorgan@sky.com for 
more information. 

HS2 hub hopes 
for 77,000 jobs 

AN ambitious 20-year growth plan 
based on the arrival of HS2 in the 
West Midlands could create up to 
77,500 jobs, it has been claimed. 

The plan for the UK Central Hub 
- which takes in Solihull, Birming¬ 
ham Airport, the NEC, Jaguar Land 
Rover and the proposed new HS2 
Interchange Station - was unveiled 
last week at the MIPIM international 
property show in Cannes. 

Supporters say it could add £4.1 
billion to the local economy, taking in 
775,000 sq m of development land and 
provide space for up to 4,000 homes. 

Third of farmers 
hit by dumping 

MORE than a third of farming busi¬ 
nesses in the West Midlands and Staf¬ 
fordshire claim to have had illegal 
waste dumped on their land in the 
last three years, research shows. 

An awareness campaign has been 
launched in the affected communities 
who are largely unaware that they 
are open to fines, prosecution and 
even imprisonment due to ignorance 
of the ‘duty of care’ law. A new survey 
commissioned by ‘right Waste, right 
Place’ shows owners are increasingly 
turning to councils for help. 

Folk festival to feed 
fans' imagination 

THE Imagined Isle folk festival is 
back in Birmingham Town Hall from 
May 12 to 14, featuring acts such as 
Dan Walshon Friday. 

Saturday includes folk legends Fair- 
port Convention’s 50th anniversary 
tour concert with support from Benji 
Kirkpatrick at 7.30pm. The Sunday 
sees a concert from former Bellowhead 
singer Jon Boden at 2.30pm. 

Tickets are available for the individ¬ 
ual concerts or for the weekend at £58 
from the box office on 0121 780 3333. 

Scientific schools 

FIFTY-EIGHT schools from across 
the West Midlands took part in Demo 
Day, which enabled pupils to take part 
in science activities, with practical 
hands-on science demonstrations. 

Last Thursday’s event was organ¬ 
ised by the British Science Association 
(BSA) as part of British Science Week. 


Father-to-be back to jail after car theft 


A 22-year-old man who stole the car 
of a woman he had spent the night 
with looks set to spend the rest of the 
year in jail - while his girlfriend is ex¬ 
pecting their first baby. 

Jamie Edmunds, of Shirley Road, 
Dudley, was caught driving the Fiat 
500 he had taken without consent in 
Cradley Heath on March 5. He was 
out on licence for dangerous driving, 
which means he has been recalled to 


serve the remainder of his sentence. 
Edmunds was handed a further 24 
weeks in custody for taking the car. 

Prosecutor Roger Blezzard said: 
“He met someone in a pub on March 
4. They drank together and then he 
went back to her place and spent the 
night. Next morning she notices her 
car and the keys have gone.” 

Officers saw him driving on South 
Bank Road and identified him as a 


disqualified driver. When he was de¬ 
tained a small quantity of cannabis 
was found on his person. 

He had previously been convicted 
of dangerous driving, disqualified for 
two years and given a custodial sen¬ 
tence. 

Defending Edmunds, Mrs Dawn 
Foxhall, said: “He is very ashamed 
of his behaviour. He is in a stable re¬ 
lationship and discovered that he is 


going to be a father for the first time. 
He had a job but now is back to square 
one. He is going to miss out on a lot of 
firsts but he knows that he only has 
himself to blame.” 

Edmunds was given eight weeks 
concurrent for driving whilst disqual¬ 
ified but no separate penalties for no 
insurance and the cannabis. He must 
pay £115 victim surcharge and got a 
further 12 month driving ban. 


Schoolboy rock star 
returns to classroom 


By Judith Hawkins 


SCHOOLBOY Harry Egerton 
was given a true rock-star 
reception by his classmates 
when he returned to school 
after a stint on the West End 
stage. 

Twelve-year-old Harry Egerton 
has just returned to his Halesow¬ 
en home after six months living in 
London with fellow cast members 
in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s School 
of Rock The Musical. 

Now Harry is back focusing on his 
schoolwork at The Earls High School, 
but found time to show off his new¬ 
found skills in the classroom. 

Mother Julie praised the school for 
their support, and for ensuring he was 
able to keep up with his classmates by 
sending work via a dedicated tutor at 
the ‘School of Rock’ house. 

Harry is still reeling from the 
life-changing role, which has cemented 
his desire for a lifelong acting career. 

He said: “It is the best feeling, and 
to get that every single night. I know I 
want to keep on doing this for the rest 
of my life. It has been unbelievable, 
getting to perform every single day. 
And to get to live with the people you 
are performing with. That has been 
one of the most fun things.” 

Harry admits he has enjoyed ‘rock¬ 
ing out’ and is a keen musician himself 
having played the keyboard since he 
was five. 

ELO 

Ahead of securing the West End role 
as a roadie in the musical, Harry’s tal¬ 
ents were developed by teacher James 
Gullick from Dudley Performing Arts 
and the late Chris Groucutt, son of 
ELO’s Kelly Groucutt, who helped 
Harry with his guitar playing. 

Julie added: “I’m really proud. It 
was hard him being away from home 
in London, but it was such a big oppor¬ 
tunity and he really enjoyed it.” 

It is not Harry’s first time in the 
limelight. He had a part in Footloose 
The Musical at The New Alexandra 
Theatre in Birmingham, appeared in 
CBBC’s All Over The Workplace and 
in the world’s biggest panto, at The 
Barclaycard Arena with Paul O’Grady. 



Harry Egerton, age 12, is back with classmates at Earls High after appearing in hit West End musical School of Rock 




Harry, bottom left, with the school’s West End cast Jack Black in the movie version of School of Rock 


Husband is 
stabbed by 
wife during 
drunken row 

A MOTHER-OF-TWO who stabbed 
her husband during a drunken row 
has been given a suspended sentence. 

Tracey and Jason Fellows had both 
been drinking heavily and when the 
46-year-old saw her husband coming 
at her clutching a vodka bottle she 
grabbed a knife and plunged it into 
his arm. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told that one of the children heard the 
commotion and called 999. 

Mr Nicholas Smith, prosecuting, 
said police found blood smeared on 
a wall and the husband with a stab 
wound. He was taken to hospital 
where the wound was stitched” 

Mr Smith explained: “They were 
both heavily intoxicated. He came at 
her in an aggressive manner. Fearing 
for her safety, she stabbed him.” 

The court heard that her husband 
had not been prepared to support the 
prosecution. 

Mr Simon Hanns, defending, said 
the couple had been arguing through¬ 
out the day before the violence in the 
early hours of May 30. He added: “The 
children did not need to see this uned¬ 
ifying spectacle from their parents but 
it was a single blow and there is some 
evidence of remorse.” 

Hospital canteen worker Fellows, 
from Bankwell Street, Brierley Hill, 
who had a previous conviction for 
assaulting a police officer, admitted 
wounding. She was given a 12-month 
prison term suspended for 18 months 
with 100 hours unpaid work and or¬ 
dered to pay £500 costs. 

Arrest after gun 
produced in bank 

A 60-year-old man has been arrested 
on suspicion of holding a bank worker 
at gunpoint in Birmingham. 

West Midlands Police was alerted 
just before 11.45am on Friday to a 
man holding a female staff mem¬ 
ber hostage in an interview room at 
the NatWest in Bristol Road South, 
Northfield. 

It is understood he produced a 
firearm from a bag but no threats or 
demands for money were made and 
no-one was injured. 

Officers, including armed police, 
contained the building and negotia¬ 
tors were sent to the scene. The man, 
who is believed to be from the local 
area and a customer at the branch, 
left the bank and surrendered to po¬ 
lice at around 12.50pm. He was taken 
to hospital for assessment. 

Former council offices 
attacked by arsonists 

ARSONISTS targeted a derelict office 
building in Sedgley, forcing a road clo¬ 
sure. West Midlands Fire Service was 
called to the former Dudley Council 
building in Bilston Stree. The blaze 
sent large plumes of smoke into the 
air. 



► Free standing gas stoves 

► Natural gas or Ipg 

► Can be fitted into class 1, class 2 
and pre cast flues 

► Flue and venting options 

► Manual control with integral ignition 

► Log fuel bed 

► Up to 78% efficient 

► 3.6k output 


f 



WfeClII33IIiiniI7[l3GGI!lfiMaiDSW73GIj© 


HARLEY 


WILDACRE 

RESCUE 


Help all your local homeless 
animals by popping into our local charity shop 
to purchase furniture, clothes and bric-a-brac. 

Our warehouse also has beautiful pieces of furniture for 
upcyding. Every penny for everything sold goes to 
help animals in our care. 

Donations of furniture, 
clothes, bric-a-brac 
are always welcome! 




Visit our Shop 
20 High Street, 
Cradley Heath B64 5HG 
Open Daily 


Warehouse 

Unit 3, Providence Street, 
Cradley Heath B64 5DR 
Open 12-3 Saturdays 


If you are an experienced foster home for 
dogs / cats please call us on: 07714 442 263 

www.wildacrerescue.co.uk 





































Thieves have 
struck at 
scene of 
a fatal fire 

BURGLARS have struck at a home 
being renovated after a fatal house 
fire in a village near Stourbridge. 

Grandfather-of-four Colin Dunn 
was overcome when went to inves¬ 
tigate smoke from his garage ‘man 
cave’ on Six Ashes Road in Bobbing- 
ton on November 13 last year. 

After the tragic blaze caused exten¬ 
sive damage, the property has been 
under renovation and Mr Dunn’s wife 
has not been able to move back into 
the house during the work. 

But callous burglars targeted the 
property between 4pm on March 9 
and 9am on March 13. 

Police says the burglary has deeply 
distressed and affected Mrs Dunn. 
The offenders stole Sony and Sam¬ 
sung televisions and a Seiko watch 
with a brown leather strap . The 
watch has sentimental value for Mrs 
Dunn as it was a gift. 

PC Miles Dolan, of South Stafford¬ 
shire local policing team, said: “I have 
seen the impact first hand of this 
tragic incident, and the loss for Mrs 
Dunn. To have this burglary happen 
now has impacted on her to such an 
extent that she is now reconsidering 
moving back in.” 

At 72-year-old Mr Dunn’s inquest 
the coroner heard how he had been 
out celebrating his granddaughter’s 
birthday on the afternoon of Novem¬ 
ber 13 last year. Later that day he 
smoked a cigarette in the garage, de¬ 
scribed as his ‘man cave’, which fire 
investigators believe was not put out 
properly, leading to the blaze that ul¬ 
timately claimed his life. 


Inquest on burns 
victim adjourned 

AN INQUEST has opened on a wom¬ 
an found dead in an alleyway follow¬ 
ing a fire. 

Saiqa Bi, aged 31, was pronounced 
dead at the scene in Clyde Street, Old 
Hill, on March 4. 

The fire had been ‘self set after she 
had used an accelerant’, Black Coun¬ 
try Coroners Court heard. The cause 
of death given was fatal burns. 

Russ Williams, senior coroner’s 
officer, said: “Police, fire and am¬ 
bulances attended the scene where 
it appeared that Miss Bi, who was a 
marketing manager, had died from 
injuries incurred from a self- set fire 
after she had used an accelerant.” 

Police are not treating the death 
as suspicious. The inquest was ad¬ 
journed until May 3. 

Deadline to save 
gas showroom 

THE Black Country Living Museum 
has just a few weeks to secure funding 
to save an historic building. Heritage 
Lottery Funding is needed to remove 
the 1940s Gas Showroom in West Bro¬ 
mwich and rebuild it at the museum. 


Revamp aims to bring in new shops 



Birdcage Walk in Dudley during its heyday 


PART of Dudley town centre that has 
seen better days is being lined up for 
a revamp to help fill empty shops and 
breathe new life into the area. 

The vision for Birdcage Walk, and 
other streets near the bus station, 
include redesigning outdated shop 
frontages and demolishing the former 
Co-op which has been empty for more 
than two years. 

Birdcage Walk could see a new cov¬ 
ered arcade and a possible expansion 
of shop fronts as chiefs say they want 
the blueprint to make Dudley ‘the 
best it can be.’ 


A council report says provisional 
planning ideas for shop units include 
, food and drink, financial and profes¬ 
sional services. 

The Dudley Area Action Plan 
states: “Within the Birdcage Walk 
area additional retail floorspace could 
be delivered by the possible creation 
of a covered arcade or redesign of 
existing frontages to create a better 
shopping experience. 

“The former Co-op unit in Fisher 
Street could be incorporated in a 
renewal scheme with the building 
demolished. This will provide an op¬ 


portunity to create new frontages to 
Birdcage Walk, Birmingham Street 
and Fisher Street. Possible extension 
or frontage enhancement in respect 
of the Birdcage Walk shops could en¬ 
hance their viability and vitality.” 

The area is owned and managed by 
London & Cambridge Properties Ltd 
(LCP). 

The move comes after chiefs re¬ 
vealed a major £9 million revamp of 
Dudley bus station, which will see it 
linked to an extension of the Midland 
Metro, which could bring more shop¬ 
pers and tourists. 


Nursery death threats 
caused 'panic and alarm' 


A WOMAN who caused ‘panic and 
alarm’ when she called nurseries 
across the West Midlands threaten¬ 
ing to arrive with knives and guns 
and ‘kill everyone’ has been given a 
suspended prison sentence. 

Terrified staff gathered children in¬ 
doors, locking windows and doors while 
they waited for police to arrive, Birming¬ 
ham Magistrates Court heard. 

Eight malicious calls were made by Rebecca 
Cooper, of Park Hill Street, The Buffery, Dud¬ 
ley, on Wednesday. 

The nurseries affected were picked at ran¬ 
dom by the 22-year-old who told police she 
wanted ‘to cause as much upset as possible and 
frighten people’. 

Among those targeted was Fairytale Day 
Nursery in Dudley, The Stanmore Day Nursery 
in Edgbaston, ABC Nursery in Coventry and 
Sunrise Day Nursery in Sutton Coldfield. 

Prosecutor, Mr Peter Lawn, said Cooper at¬ 
tempted to disguise her voice, pretended to be 
in a gang and said she was going to go with 
weapons, including knives and guns, and kill 
everyone. 

He said: “This caused extreme panic and 
alarm.” 

Abusive 

Cooper told police she did not know what she 
would have done had she not been arrested. 

The court heard Cooper had a history of sim¬ 
ilar offences, including making abusive calls to 
999 operators. 

Mr Antony Schiller, defending, told the court 
that Cooper, who suffers from Asperger’s, had 
been before the court on 64 occasions. 

He said: “When she loses self-control for 
whatever reason, she will either phone or send 
letters of an offensive nature. When she is 
angry or low she will randomly phone people 
and rant.” 

She had never carried through her threats. 

Mr Schiller added: “This is a cry for help, she 
is asking society to help her because she is not 
getting help otherwise. This is a young lady on 
a rapidly downward spiral.” 

Cooper was sentenced to 24 weeks in prison 
suspended for two years and must pay £165 
court costs. She admitted making eight menac¬ 
ing phone calls and racially aggravating a police 
officer. She also admitted sending a distressing 
text to a woman in October and being in breach 
of an 18-month conditional discharge. 


Pub of the year for eighth time 



Manager Alex Marchant and Dudley & South Staffs CAMRA Chairman Ryan Hunt at the Beacon Hotel 


A SEDGLEY landmark has been 
named Dudley’s pub of the year - 
for the eighth time. 

The Beacon Hotel in Sedgley 
has been awarded the accolade 
of best pub in Dudley and South 
Staffordshire by the Campaign for 
Real Ale. 

The award, presented at the Bil- 
ston Street hotel last week, means 
that the venue is now in the run¬ 
ning for the national pub of the 
year title. 


Owner John Hughes said: “It’s 
a great feeling that we have the 
support from CAMRA members 
and customers. They clearly still 
enjoy the atmosphere and the 
quality of beer we produce. 

“I’d like to thank all of the staff 
for all their hard work and dedica¬ 
tion and a big thank you to all of 
the customers and CAMRA mem¬ 
bers who support and voted for 
The Beacon Hotel. It’s great news 
for both us and the community.” 


The pub’s own ale, the re¬ 
nowned Ruby Mild, was named 
West Midland Champion Beer of 
the Year in January. The six per 
cent ale is one of the strongest 
milds in the country and is pulled 
around 2,000 times a week at the 
pub. 

Dudley and South Staffs 
CAMRA branch chairman Ryan 
Hunt made the presentation to 
general manager Alex Marchant 
last Wednesday. 
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Apartments plan 
at former chapel 

A FORMER chapel in Netherton will 
be turned into apartments, under 
plans which have been unveiled. 

Built in 1810, the Old Chapel in St 
Giles Street was used by Champions 
Church until 2010 when it moved to a 
new building in Cinder Bank. 

Now, after selling at auction last 
year for £132,000, the former church 
looks set to be converted into nine 
apartments. 

A planning application submitted 
by Architectural Services & Develop¬ 
ment Consultants has been received 
by Dudley Council. 

Free trip to zoo to 
join celebrations 

DUDLEY Zoo is looking forward to 
welcoming back more than 4,600 vis¬ 
itors for free. 

The Castle Hill attraction handed 
out return tickets to all full-paying 
visitors during the first two months of 
the year, allowing them to come back 
and visit the zoo for free up until July 
31, as part of its 80th birthday cele¬ 
brations. 

A potential total of 4,626 visitors 
could be welcomed back. To redeem 
the free return offer, which isn’t valid 
on bank holidays, visitors will need 
their receipt and voucher. 

Join quiz night for 
mayor's charities 

A FORMER Mayor of Dudley is or¬ 
ganising a quiz night to raise funds 
for his successor’s charities. 

The event for teams of four to six is 
being held at the DY1 venue in High 
Street, Dudley, on April 25. 

Councillor Steve Waltho and his 
wife Jayne are urging people to enter 
teams. Entry £5 is per person and the 
evening will include a ‘chip buttie’ 
supper. 

To book email jayne.waltho@hot 
mail.com or call 07855 813689. 

Star soprano joining 
Songsters in concert 

THE Gentlemen Songsters Male Voice 
Choir are bringing their spring con¬ 
cert to Dudley Town Hall on Saturday. 

The choir’s special guest is soprano 
Laura Wright, who has sold more than 
a million albums. She will be joining 
the Songsters on stage. 

Funds raised will go to the Mayor 
of Dudley’s charities and the Access in 
Dudley charity. Tickets are from £15 
for the 7.30pm concert. For tickets see 
www.gsmvc.org.uk, email gsmvchoir@ 
gmail.com or call 01746 763850. 

Hot tunes in matinee 

SHOW band Too Darn Hot will be 
performing a matinee concert in Dud¬ 
ley Town Hall in May. 

The band will play be performing 
songs from top musicals in The Won¬ 
derful West End on Tuesday, May 16, 
at 2pm. Tickets cost £12, on sale from 
the box office on (01384) 812812. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and 
he services Stourbridge & the 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 
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Trusted 

Trader 


All Glazing Backed By Our 


25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 



Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f y 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



It’s the wealthy who objected to Hammond Nl rises 


What a fuss 
we all know 
we are the 
greater one 

THERE has been a bit of a fuss about the 
Black Country being marketed as “Great¬ 
er Birmingham” over at the annual regen¬ 
eration jolly in the South of France. 

While I normally recoil at any attempt 
to associate the Black Country with our 
noisy neighbours down the M6, on this 
occasion I think people are being a little 
bit harsh. 

There’s probably an innocent explana¬ 
tion. Indeed, I think it might be nothing 
more sinister than a simple typing error. 

They meant to say Greater THAN Bir¬ 
mingham. 

□ □□ 

IN September 2013, Nicola Sturgeon 
told Scottish people to seize the “once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity” and vote for 
separation from the UK in the following 
year’s referendum. 

Now she is demanding another vote. 

Look, I know life expectancy isn’t what 
it should be north up there, but I think 
three-and-a-half years is pushing it a bit, 
don’t you? 

□ □□ 

TERRIBLE news from down-under. Ap¬ 
parently, unless a new deal can be struck 
with Channel 5, Neighbours could finally 
come to an end in the UK after 31 years. 
Now be honest, how many of you actually 
knew it was still going? 

□ □□ 

IMAGINE for one moment you worked 
at the London Evening Standard. Not a 
pleasant thought, I admit, having to live 
down in the Big Black Smoke, but work 
with me on this one. 

Having given your all for a few dec¬ 
ades, you have worked your way up the 
ladder, and then the vacancy for the ed¬ 
itor appears - and is given to somebody 
with next to no experience of the industry, 
has no formal journalistic qualifications, 
but who used to be Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer. That will be good for morale. 

Frankly, I couldn’t care less how many 
jobs George Osborne has. Being a back¬ 
bench MP should never be anything more 
than a part-time job, and paid according¬ 
ly. It is the rise of the full-time MP that has 
created a generation of meddling career 
politicians with no experience of life out¬ 
side Westminster. 

What is ridiculous though is the way 
somebody so demonstrably under-qual¬ 
ified can walk straight out of Downing 
Street into such a difficult and demand¬ 
ing role. 

The suspicion is that he won’t really be 
editor at all, simply using the paper as a 
political platform while other, better quali¬ 
fied people actually do the work. 

Still, for politicians wanting to bring 
those pesky newspapers to heel, there 
are worse ways than getting a few of your 
own in to run them. I bet Leveson wished 
he had thought of that. 



Philip Hammond - humiliating U-turn was 
‘necessary to maintain voters’ trust’ 



Judge Lindsey Kushner - only saying what a 
normal, loving parent would say 


Nigel Farage - a blistering feud with the 
party’s only MP Douglas Carswell 



White Van Man 
- I don’t think so 


WAS anyone convinced, on Budget day, that 
the raging fury over the Budget was the authen¬ 
tic voice of White Van Man, roused to rebellion 
at the prospect of higher National Insurance 
payments? No, me neither. It all happened far 
too quickly. MPs simply didn’t have time to con¬ 
sult their white-van supporters, even assuming 
they know any. But then we shouldn’t assume 
that all self-employed folk are horny-handed 
sons of toil, nor that Chancellor Philip Ham¬ 
mond’s U-turn in scrapping the Nl rises will be 
celebrated in back-street pubs with pints of 
mild and a bag of crisps for the whippet. The 
term “self-employed” covers some extremely 
wealthy, well-connected and influential types, 
such as barristers, Fleet Street columnists and 
broadcasters who did not take kindly to Ham¬ 
mond’s rises. History will record that this was a 
rebellion among white collars, not white vans. 

I BET we were all delighted to see the lorry 
owned by a pair of despicable fly-tippers in 
Hertfordshire being sent to the crusher. Pity the 
fly- tippers weren’t inside. 

WHAT is the point of the continued existence 
of UKIP, now that voters endorsed the concept 
of Brexit in the referendum last June? You might 
think they would quietly and happily disperse 
under the banner of ‘mission accomplished’. 
But no. UKIP does not disperse and it certainly 
does not do anything quietly. At the moment, 
they are engaged in a bitter and savage civil 
war of self-destruction that makes the troubles 
in the Labour Party seem tame by comparison. 
UKIP’s former leader Nigel Farage is having a 
blistering feud with the party’s only MP, Popeye 
the Sailor Man lookalike Douglas Carswell, who 
is said to be inching back towards his former 
party the Tories again. 

YOUR kids are going out into town for the 
night. You tell them to take care. Or at least you 


THE BEST OF 

do if you are a normal, loving parent. And that’s 
what Judge Lindsey Kushner was doing when 
she noted on her last day in court that women 
and girls who get blind drunk tend to be target¬ 
ed by would-be rapists. If you believe all you 
see, the judge was widely condemned for ‘vic¬ 
tim-blaming’. But that’s simply not true. I bet 90 
per cent of the population thoroughly agree with 
her. What we saw in the media was a contrived 
and artificial controversy. 

It was based on the views of a tiny number 
of campaigners and single-issue ‘experts’ who 
claim the judge’s remarks may make women 
less likely to report rape. But Judge Kushner 
was desperately trying to prevent rapes hap¬ 
pening in the first place, rather than picking up 
the pieces afterwards. 

DOG walkers in wooded areas should stop 
using poo bags and adopt a “stick and flick” 
method, according to the Forestry Commission 
which has produced a poem to make the point: 
“If your dog should do a plop, take a while and 
make a stop / Just find a stick and flick it wide 
into the undergrowth at the side.” I find myself 
also moved to verse, to point out the possible 
hazards of the new method: “Make sure that 
you’ve got lots of space / ‘Cos stick-flicked **** 
goes all over the place.” 

PITY we didn’t have a public naming compe¬ 
tition for the Royal Navy’s latest aircraft carrier 
which, as reported a few days ago, is overdue, 
over budget, understaffed and still waiting for 
its warplanes. HMS Whiteelephant McWhiteel- 
ephantface? 


APPARENTLY we should all be more worried 
about nitrogen pollution than global warm¬ 
ing. Yes, I know it’s going to be hard after 20 
years spent fretting about greenhouse gases 
but you don’t want to be left behind in the anx¬ 
iety stakes, do you? A charity called Plantlife 
claims air pollution caused by agriculture and 
engines is over-enriching our soil and encour¬ 
aging the growth of “thuggish” plants such as 
nettles. Sorry to spoil the angst party but nettles 
are wonderful things. They are one of the most 
useful plants on the planet, rich in iron and vi¬ 
tamin C. You can eat them in salads, turn them 
into soup, brew them as tea or even turn them 
into nettle-yarn fabric. You could argue that an 
excess of nitrogen is giving us great bounty of a 
miracle crop. But that would be good news, and 
who wants that? 

THE Scots were assured by their political 
leaders that the 2014 vote on independence 
from the UK would be a “once in a generation” 
referendum. They are now being told to expect 
another one in a year or so. This one will also be 
a “once in a generation” referendum - unless 
they vote the wrong way again. 

HALF-watching the telly, I caught the Prime 
Minister telling the Commons about a “cattery 
trade delegation.” I was heartened to think 
someone as busy as Mrs May could find time 
to chat with people providing holiday accom¬ 
modation for cats. The delegation turned out to 
be Qatari. 

MORE issues with the new £5 note. A reader 
writes: “Is it just me or does the new five-pound 
note have a life of its own?” He reports a prob¬ 
lem with “escaping” fivers creeping out of his 
shirt pocket and wonders whether some curi¬ 
ous reaction is going on between the polymers 
in the note and the polymers in the shirt materi¬ 
al. Fascinating. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Attention! 
That’s my 
Mother’s 
Day wish 

THERE is good news and bad news for 
my children as Mother’s Day looms. 

I do not want them to splash out on a 
bunch of flowers that will be consider¬ 
ably more expensive in the days before 
Mothering Sunday than at any other time 
of year with the exception, possibly, of 
Valentine’s Day. 

I do not want a novelty, twee gift such 
as a plaque or a vase with some motiva¬ 
tional poem/message/logo on and I don’t 
expect a huge and/or expensive card. 

And I most certainly do not want to 
be wined and dined in an over-booked 
pub or restaurant. Inevitably tables are 
crammed together while the mass of 
increasingly bored children try to run 
around in the few gaps, adding to the wall 
of noise and the irritation that is already 
rising from the predictable wait as hordes 
of diners descend. 

So that’s the good news for my chil¬ 
dren. I am, if nothing else, a cheap date. 

However, the bad news, they may 
think, is that I have to have their full, undi¬ 
vided attention for the day. 

Despite the nauseating sentimentality 
and commercial hype today, Mother’s 
Day was first celebrated in the UK in the 
17th century which is long before Ameri¬ 
ca adopted it. 

It began as Mothering Sunday and at a 
time when children were often sent away 
to work as servants or apprentices. It was 
considered important that children were 
allowed to visit their homes once a year. 
The time decided for the visit to home 
was the middle Sunday of the fasting pe¬ 
riod of Lent. 

In these modern times, I consider my¬ 
self lucky if I can pin my two teenagers 
down for one day a year - certainly when 
they are not busy staring at their hands 
- or rather the phones permanently in 
them! 

Mother’s Day, like Halloween or Val¬ 
entine’s Day, or even Christmas, is in 
danger of being swallowed up by the 
commercial opportunists. It has already 
been hyped up to such an extent that 
we just see it as another expense and 
more pressure to impress. Mother’s Day 
doesn’t even have the bonus of being a 
bank holiday. 

Well I reject the hype - though that 
doesn’t let my children totally off the 
hook. 

On MY Mothering Sunday I want qual¬ 
ity time with my children, I don’t want to 
have to cook the dinner and I’d quite like 
the odd cuppa made for me too. I’d like 
to spend time chatting, maybe watch a 
film or take a walk, but most of all I want a 
relaxed day when none of us are rushing 
off or tied up. 

Of course, Lent quickly leads into East¬ 
er and my children don’t mind the hype 
if it means a great big calorific chocolate 
egg for them. So they might want to re¬ 
member who gets that egg when plan¬ 
ning my Mother’s Day this year! 

DIANE DAVIES 



Brintons 


80/20 Twist 

faun. £13.95 sq. mtr 

j Twist 

£8.95 sq. mtr 

Karndean Flooring 


CLICK FLOORING 

Luxury vinyl tiles • Luxury vinyl planks 

From £21.95 


BROCKWAY 


DEDICATED SHOWROOM The Home of Flooring 


lifestyle 
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Make prisoners pay way 


THERE is a crisis in elderly care. Our 
elders go into hospital to have treat¬ 
ment for their ailments. When they 
are ready to go out, because somelive 
on their own, they can’t take care of 
themselves and thus stay in hospital 
taking up a bed when it is wanted for 
someone else. 

Reason? Local authorities have been 
closing their care homes down because 
of the cuts that this Government has 
been imposing on them. 

If an elderly person has to go into 
a care home, whether it be private 
or council-owned, and if they have 


a home that they own and money in 
the bank, then the house is sold and 
money taken until the person only has 
a small amount of money left. This 
person has saved all of their life and 
paid their taxes. A person who is on 
benefits doesn’t have to pay anything 
apart from their pension if he or she 
has retired. 

That is the system, in other words, 
through no fault of their own, they 
have to pay to be looked after in care 
homes. 

So now look at our prison system. 
A person who has committed a crime 


Working 
the land 
after Brexit 


JUST watched the news; 
one item mentioned farm¬ 
ers’ concerns over a lack of 
seasonal workers from Eu¬ 
rope because of Brexit. 

Surely with our over¬ 
flowing prisons and young 
offender institutions, those 
needing to perform commu¬ 
nity service and even people 
claiming long-term jobseek¬ 
ers allowance, there are 
enough potential workers to 
meet our agricultural needs? 

Obviously I’m not talking 
about axe murderers and I 
appreciate that a level of su¬ 
pervision would be required, 
but the chance to learn new 
skills and provide a valua¬ 
ble contribution to society 
would be seized by some 
people, especially if they 
were paid. 

My son was once on job¬ 
seekers allowance and 
would have accepted any 
work, but at no time during 
many fruitless, soul destroy¬ 
ing visits to the job centre 
did we ever see any adverts 
for farm workers. 

SUSAN CLARKE 
Stourbridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Diesel motorists 
get a rough deal 

ONCE again the driver of the diesel is the target for more 
taxation. The modern diesel has EGR valves to re-circulate 
exhaust gases back into the engine for further burning and 
then a diesel particle filter within the exhaust system to 
capture and burn off soot resulting in lower emissions. 

This Government will reduce our car values by thou¬ 
sands of pounds without compensation - then increase pet¬ 
rol prices further to compensate for their loss of revenue, as 
they did when they advised the public to go diesel. 

They should target the buses and HGVs that belt out 
black smoke and spoil our roads, which have been re-sur¬ 
faced. Take a look at Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, and 
Birmingham New Road; hundreds of thousands wasted. 
But hey - it’s only the taxpayer’s money. 

MRG HULME 
Dudley 


and is found guilty and has to go to jail, 
he or she gets three meals a day and 
the best facilities regarding recreation. 
Whether the person has money or not, 
they don’t have to pay a penny. 

So why should they get away with 
free lodging? Like the elderly in care 
homes, why shouldn’t anyone who goes 
to jail, and has money and assets, pay? 
The money could go towards funding 
for the care home s and ensure that the 
pressure is taken off the NHS bedding 
crisis 

BOB WHITEHOUSE 

Kingswinford 


I’m a victim 
of the bus 
lane sting 

LIKE your correspondent 
Adrian Dring, I’m another 
victim of the great Wolver¬ 
hampton ‘bus lane sting’. 

I drove my wife to the sta¬ 
tion to drop her off, as I nor¬ 
mally do, but was met with 
a barrier across the road. I 
had no idea what to do at 
this point - there were no 
signs to assist. 

She got out with her 
heavy suitcase just past the 
barrier and walked to the 
station, then I looked for a 
way out. I carried on driving 
and fell foul of the new bus 
lane restrictions in Victoria 
Square. On returning from 
holiday a nasty brown enve¬ 
lope awaited me containing 
a £30 fine (pay immediately 
or it’d be £60!). 

I found it very difficult to 
find any information about 
where to drop people as an 
alternative. I did consider 
protesting but paid up like 
a good boy - the publicity 
of a letter might be more 
effective in highlighting the 
council’s sharp practice. 

MARTIN JONES 
Sedgley 


IS YOUR OID SUITE LOOKING 
TIRED AND WORNP 

FULL RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE! 

35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
1000s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAPs 



ESTIMATES 



We also 
Cover Caravan 
Cushions, Odd 
Chairs, Patio Sets, 
Conservatory 
Furniture 


#*"■ 


Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, 
Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

01384 892 018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 

Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Ask for details 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 



z' \ 

f \ 


( - \ 

NEW 

COPY 

NATURAL 

DENTURE 

DENTURES 

DENTURES 

LOOKING 

REPAIR 

v _y 

v_> 

V J 

v_y 


Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
is our highest priority 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION rvgv 

.. HOI VISITS 

AVAILABLE 


<&& JohAinjcjhn 01384 468 648 

CDT RCS ENG RDT. w W W W W W 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX 


CONTEMPORARY 
& ELEGANT 

Bi-fold doors 
Fitted Aluminium or uPVC 

From £1800 fitted 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TODAY 




Full Range of the 
Latest Composite Doors 



From £550 


ENTERPRISE GLASS & 
GLAZING Ltd 

of Brierley Hill 

Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the 
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since 
the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading 
installer of quality windows, conservatories and 
doors direct to the public. 


MISTED 

UNITS? 

Replacements, 
Glass cut to size- 
Telephone today 
Free Quotation 

01384 571217 



Design & Service f 
You Can Trust! 





Fax: 01: 

$84 571427 Email: sales@enterpriseglazing.co.ul 

c www.ei 

nterpriseglazing.co.uk 
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Search is on for most wanted 
suspects in the Black Country 



Niron Parker-Lee Daniel Glowacki Damian Hill Derick Copeland Johnny Connors 


MURDER, robbery and bur¬ 
glary - these are just some 
of the crimes that the Black 
Country’s most wanted are 
being hunted down for by 
West Midlands Police. 

A gallery of the region’s most 
wanted suspected criminals dis¬ 
plays those suspected of many 
serious offences, but who are yet 
to be caught. 

Detectives continue to search for 
a key suspect wanted in connection 
with the murder of 24-year-old Man- 
soor Mahmood, who was stabbed to 
death in Brierley Hill’s High Street 
back in October. 

He is 19-year-old Niron Parker-Lee 
from the Brierley Hill area of Dudley. 


Report by Judith Hawkins 

A murder inquiry was launched after 
Mr Mahmood was found on the High 
Street at around 4.45pm on Saturday, 
October 15 and later died in hospital. 

DI Harry Harrison, from homicide, 
said: “It’s important we locate Niron 
Parker-Lee as soon as possible and I 
would urge anyone with information 
about his whereabouts to contact us. 

“Someone knows where this man is 
and I’d remind them that harbouring 
a wanted man is a criminal offence and 
you may also face prosecution.” 

Parker-Lee is described as danger¬ 
ous. He should not be approached by 
members of the public. Any sightings 
of him should be reported to police im¬ 
mediately on 999. 


Police also continue to hunt for 
34-year-old Damian Hill, wanted in 
connection to a robbery at Costcutters 
on Wynall Lane, Wollescote on Decem¬ 
ber 20 at about 10.10pm. 

Hill is described as white, medium 
build and 5ft 9ins tall. He has green 
eyes, short brown hair and has a Mid¬ 
lands accent. 

He has pierced ears, and a number 
of tattoos including ‘666’ on his neck 
‘Kylan 7/7/07’ above a bulldog on his 
right arm and ‘Kerrie’ on right wrist. 

He has connections to Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill, Cradley, Halesowen, 
Oldbury and Handsworth. A number 
of attempts have been made to locate 
Hill, but officers are asking the pub¬ 
lic’s help to find him. 

If you have any information call 101. 

Also wanted for questioning is Der¬ 


ick Copeland following a burglary at 
Goldthorn Park in Wolverhampton 
last November. Copeland, aged 55, has 
links to Coalpool, Walsall, Perry Barr, 
Handsworth and Wolverhampton. He 
is described as a black and 5ft 9ins tall. 

A number of attempts have been 
made to locate Copeland, but police 
want the public’s help. 

Police are looking to find a man in 
connection with a number of thefts 
from elderly women on bus journeys. 

Daniel Glowacki, aged 35, is wanted 
by both West Midlands Police and 
London’s Metropolitan Police in con¬ 
nection with several thefts from el¬ 
derly women’s bags on bus journeys. 

It concerns around 20 alleged of¬ 
fences across Sandwell, Dudley and 
London over a long period of time. 
National Express West Midlands is 


offering a reward for anyone with in¬ 
formation. 

Tony Dallison, head of security at 
the bus company, said: “These thefts 
target elderly women using the bus 
and we are determined to put a stop 
to it. So we are offering a substantial 
amount to anyone who gives us infor¬ 
mation that leads to a conviction for 
these particularly despicable crimes.” 

A man wanted in connection with a 
distraction burglary in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton is still being sought after another 
man’s arrest. 

Anyone with information about the 
whereabouts of Johnny Connors, 20, is 
urged to come forward. 

If you can help police with their 
searches, call 101 or the independent 
charity Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111. 


Uni brings in 
£3.5bn for the 
UK economy 

THE University of Birmingham con¬ 
tributes £3.5 billion to the UK econo¬ 
my every year - enough to build seven 
flagship hospitals or 140 new second¬ 
ary schools, new figures show. 

A report published following re¬ 
search carried out by London Eco¬ 
nomics reveals that the country’s first 
civic university now supports 15,545 
jobs in the West Midlands - almost 
one in 50 jobs in Birmingham. 

The report, which measured the 
economic impact of the University on 
the city of Birmingham and the West 
Midlands region during the 2014/15 
academic year, was launched at the 
university’s annual meeting. 

London Economics placed the value 
of the University’s international un¬ 
dergraduate students at more than 
£160 milli on in 2014/15. 

The University’s teaching contrib¬ 
utes £1.34 billion to the UK economy, 
while its research and knowledge 
transfer activity is worth £885 mil¬ 
lion, with every £1 million of invest¬ 
ment from UK Research Councils 
generating an additional £12 m illi on 
to the economy. 

Vice chancellor, Professor Sir David 
Eastwood, said: “The £3.5 billion fig¬ 
ure clearly demonstrates that the 
University of Birmingham is not only 
a major economic force in the region, 
but also nationally and internation¬ 
ally.” 

Redrouv donations to 
hospital nears £45k 

MIDLANDS staff of house builder 
Redrow Homes have taken the to¬ 
tal they have raised for Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital over the last 
three years to almost £45,000. 

The latest instalment of £6,250 
brings the total donated by Redrow’s 
Tamworth-headquartered Midlands 
business to £44,907.25. 

Redrow, which has its head office 
in Flintshire, was founded in 1974 by 
former Wolves owner Steve Morgan. 


Brierley Hill Bathrooms 



• Large Showroom • Helpful Staff • Free Survey 

01384 484088 

10/11 Garratt Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JU 

www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 



There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Will 

Onl, £90.00 (no VAT to pa)J 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills, j 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to ] 

A home visit at a convenient till 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianshif^Tmsts 

Members of the Society of Will Wri 

Goodwills Legal Sendees ,td 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


R Telephone 0121 559 9985 B faSok 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
































































Get Footloose with feel-good musical 



Leaping for joy in rehearsals for Footloose is Jacob Kohli with fellow members of Bilston Operatic Youth Company 


A VIBRANT slice of America is com¬ 
ing to the Black Country when the 
musical Footloose is performed next 
month. 

The production by Bilston Oper¬ 
atic Youth Company, part of Bilston 
Operatic Company, will be staged at 
Dormston Mill Theatre in Sedgley. 

It will run from April 4 for five 
nights at 7.30pm, plus a Saturday mat¬ 
inee on April 8. 

The story follows Ren, a teenager 
from the city who leads a youth rebel¬ 


lion in a small town where the elders 
are enforcing a strict ban on dancing. 

The musical is based on the 1984 
movie with Kevin Bacon and Lori 
Singer, which was also remade in 
2011. 

The show features the hit songs 
Holding Out For A Hero, Let’s Hear 
It For The Boy and the unforgettable 
title track. 

This is the third production for the 
youth company, which now has 45 
members after starting up only three 


years ago. The cast includes Jacob 
Kohli, 16, from Finchfield, in the lead 
role of Ren. Jacob recently received an 
award as a promising singer. 

Company chairman Brenda Arnold 
said: “We chose Footloose because it 
was a good show for young people. It 
is very lively and a lot of fun for the 
members to get involved in.” 

All tickets are £15 and are available 
from members of Bilston Youth Com¬ 
pany, via bilston-operatic.co.uk web¬ 
site or call 07798 792248 



Tailor Made Loose Covers I Full Repair Service I 
Free Design Consultation Service I Family Company I No Salesman 


Units 3 & 6 Wollescote Business Park, Crabbe 
Street, Lye, West Midlands, DY9 8TF 


Check out our Gallery Pictures on our new website 


www.tcupholstery.co.uk 

Tel: 01384 347157 Mob: 07986 612365 

Check out our new website^Q^^^f 
www.tcupholstery.co.uk^> 



Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




'UaranteeEl 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 




Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Windows;* Doors, Conservati 
Oran gerieS porche^Fascias 
and Soffit' BoaFdnMH 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


^Weekdays: 


FREERHQNE 


Blackheath 
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Green oceans under threat 


THE sun is out, the sap is rising 
and spring is in the air. There’s 
nothing like a walk in the park 
on a crisp, sunny day. 

Be it the glorious Victorian fea¬ 
tures of Wolverhampton’s West Park, 
the ancient ruins of Priory Park in 
Dudley, or the lush woodland of 
Walsall’s famous arboretum, there 
is something wonderful about the 
green open spaces which define our 
county. 

“They are the lungs of the Black Coun¬ 
try,” says Councillor Mrs Hilary Bills, 
Dudley Council’s cabinet member for en¬ 
vironmental services, and secretary of the 
Friends of Hurst Green Park. 

“We are very fortunate in the Black 
Country,” she says. “We call it the Black 
Country, but we have got these oceans of 
green space.” 

But a recent report by MPs warns that 
many of these green oceans could be 
under threat if action is not taken soon. 

Decline 

The parliamentary local government 
select committee warned that Britain’s 
parks are at a ‘tipping point’, facing a 
period of severe decline, due to a combi¬ 
nation of funding pressures, weaknesses 
in the planning process, and a shortage 
of housing. It says more needs to be done 
to recognise the contribution parks make 
not just as a place of leisure, but to our 
mental and physical wellbeing. 

The report says more than 92 per cent 
of park budgets have been cut by local au¬ 
thorities, which are themselves struggling 
to balance the books due to reduced fund¬ 
ing from central government. 

The West Midlands has certainly not 
been immune from these pressures. Wol¬ 
verhampton Council has to make savings 
of £23.5 million over the next 2017/18 
financial year, while Walsall Council is 
looking to save £86 million over the next 
four years, and inevitably parks are down 
the list of priorities compared to statutory 
provision which local authorities have to 
provide by law. 



The flower beds ii 

Walsall Council looked into scrap¬ 
ping cricket pitches and bowling greens 
in its parks, but ultimately rejected the 
proposals after public consultation. 

Councillor Bills says there have been 
huge pressures in Dudley, too. 

“Dudley has lost £258 million fund¬ 
ing since 2011, that’s a third of our 
total funding, and we have had to make 
staff reductions,” she says. 

“At the moment, the thing that is 
saving us is our wonderful friends 
groups who are giving up their time 


West Park, Wolverhampton looking 

volunteering for the good of the com¬ 
munity.” 

The MPs’ committee warns that the 
UK may not meet the UN’s Sustaina¬ 
ble Development Goal in respective of 
safe and inclusive access to parks and 
green spaces by 2030. 

It calls on councils to produce stra¬ 
tegic plans that recognise the value of 
parks beyond leisure and recreation, 
and set out how they will be managed 
to maximise their contribution to 
wider local authority agendas, such as 


in top condition 

promoting healthy lifestyles, tackling 
social exclusion and managing flood 
risk. The plans could open up parks 
to support and funding from beyond 
their usual budgets and services areas, 
it adds. 

The National Trust says the com¬ 
mittee report is a “wake-up call”. “It 
is full of practical proposals that show 
the problem can be solved if we act 
together now, with an ambition and 
spirit that reflects people’s passion for 
parks,” says the trust’s Harry Bowell. 



The revamped Priory Park in Dudley with reinstated rock garden 



Trees line the lake at Walsall Arboretum 


TRUST 


Cambridge; 




Weight Plan 


Call me today: 

Julie. I am your local 
consultant! 



07891 322346 

juliew.cambridge@icloud.com 

Call me and get £10 off your first order, and start to put that 
new year's resolution alive! 

Cambridge has a great range of products and programmes all of which are available from me. 
I have helped hundreds of men and women achieve their goals. My consultations are all one to one, 
so you can relax and chat with confidence. 

You can do it, I can help! 


As your Consultant I'm here to 


support 


you so you can 


achieve 


your dream 


Cambridge; 

Weight Plan 

Real people, real support, real results. 




HIGH QUALITY, BUDGET COST 


' Spring Sale, All display, s heds and summer 

houses at low low prjce&^^^^^H 



We can create any shed or summer house, 
let us know what you want, we build it.... 


Feather Edge Panels LAP Panels 

6ft x 6ft.£19 6ft x 6ft.£18 

6ft x 5ft.£18 6ft x 5ft.£17 

6ft x 4ft.£17 6ft x 4ft.£16 


Concrete Gravel Boards...£8.50 
Concrete Post 8ft.£10 


TRADE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 


TRADES, PUBLIC 

WELCOME 


We ago stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards 

i Slfe^& *Su7nmer houses, Unit 4, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 



















































More than 
280 pupils 
excluded 
from school 

MORE than 280 pupils have been perma¬ 
nently excluded from schools in Dudley over 
the past three years. 

A total of 243 secondary school pupils and 40 pri¬ 
mary school children in Dudley borough have been 
excluded from educational settings. 

Nearly 6,000 pupils have also been temporarily excluded 
in the same period. 


There are currently 
26,385 pupils in primary 
schools and 17,018 pupils in 
secondary schools across the 
borough. 

A total of 921 primary 
school pupils and 5,031 sec¬ 
ondary school students were 
temporarily excluded in the 
past three years. 

Placements 

It means that just over 
one per cent of pupils were 
permanently excluded and 
more than 22 per cent of 
all pupils were temporar¬ 
ily excluded. More than 40 
excluded children are cur¬ 
rently awaiting alternative 
education provision. 

As of October 2016, 105 
schools in the borough were 
under council control. 

UKIP councillor Paul 
Brothwood said: “It seems 
to be a high number of pu- 


By Lucy Thompson 

pils and it is concerning.” 
Conservative Councillor 
Patrick Harley said: “We 
expect pupils to behave 
and not disrupt lessons be¬ 
cause we want the children 
to learn and don’t want a 
culture where children are 
being excluded.” 

Education boss Councillor 
Ian Cooper, cabinet member 
for children’s services, said: 
“We work hard with our 
schools to ensure that per¬ 
manent exclusions are kept 
to a minimum.” 

“Schools run a range 
of interventions and sup¬ 
port to retain children and 
young people in education. 
The vast majority of perma¬ 
nently excluded pupils are 
quickly re-integrated.” 

He added: “A school will 
only permanently exclude 
in extreme circumstances.” 


Honour for 1910 
strike leader Mary 




Tireless campaigner - Mary Macarthur gives a 
speech to the striking chainmakers in Cradley Heath 

SHE led the women chainmakers in Cradley Heath to vic¬ 
tory over a fair wage more than 100 years ago - and now 
Edwardian socialist Mary Macarthur is being honoured 
with a commemorative plaque. 

The Scottish trade unionist and suffragist led the women 
chainmakers of Cradley Heath out of the workshops and 
onto the streets to protest at poor conditions and low wages 
- and their victory paved the way for the minimum wage. 

The strike lasted for for ten weeks and is credited with 
changing the lives of thousands of workers on poor wages. 

Born in Glasgow in 1880, Mrs Macarthur moved to Lon¬ 
don and continued the fight for equal pay and women’s 
rights. 

Now English Heritage has unveiled a blue plaque at her 
former home at 42 Woodstock Road, Golders Green, where 
she died from cancer in 1921. 

Anna Eavis, Curatorial Director at English Heritage, 
called Mary Macarthur a ‘remarkable woman’, adding: 
“She was tireless in her battle for equal pay and better 
working conditions.” 


ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 


SALE NOW 

ON 





Was 

Now! 


sq yd 

sq yd 

ApOllO ....................................... 

.£9,95.. 

.£6.95 

Majesty bleach cleanable. 

....£13.95.. 

.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers. 

....£16.95.. 

.£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet 

....£18.95.. 

.£8.36 

Contract wilton. 

....£18.95.. 

.£8.95 


Plus many more great offers 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


m OFF 

I All end rolls with 
this voucher 



Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 


BRIERLEY HILL | 


1 
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M K’FORD 

S’BRIDGE ► 


"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price 

See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 
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LIQUIDATION FURNITURE 

The Old School House 
Church Road, Netherton, DY2 0LY 

01384 233466 


Queen size beds with 

Hestia memory foam « j 

mattress 1 

From £399 complete 




reciiners 
From £299.00 


p r 

EL-jr 


* / 1 


i 2 Seater recliner sofa , 
and chair redme • ; 
From £499 

Top grade Italian leather /i 


3+2+1 ,, 

The best Italian • ; 

Leather in grey for /* 
Immediate Delivery ^ 


Brown corner ^1 

units 

from £299 


Sofas and beds 

Made to order in 
your design 

Free home 


Sofas and beds 
removed 

-—Everything 
^-reduced, no 
reasonable offer 
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AKAI Bfiflun BOSCH Bravillc CAnMeN<ga|g@ dysonSgento itek KENWOOD 

TEASMADES 

FROM 

£30 



2 


Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily 
basis. We stock electrical and 
other amazing retail products at 
up to 90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 

MANY MORE OFFERS 
INSTORE.... 


OFFERS AVAILABLE UNTIL 25TH MARCH 2017 S/C 



<T) 

£ 

* 


AKAI BRflun BOSCH Brevtlle CAr<MeN<jg’ a ^0 dyson glgento 


itek KENWOOD X 
























































(NHS DENTISTRY CARE] „ . 

[modern whs dentistry with care] ^ ' 


Look 
great & 

feel 

great in 
2017 


WE ALSO OFFER: 

• BEST PRACTICE 
GUIDELINES APPLIED 

• ONE TO ONE 
QUALITY CARE 

• DIGITAL XRAY 

• SAME DAY URGENT 
BOOKINGS 

• ORTHODONTIC CARE 

• YOUR LOCAL CHILD 
FRIENDLY DENTIST 



RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTISE 

Book your appointment today 

01384 390111 



135 High Street, Amblecote 
Stourbridge DY8 4YY 
www.eliassmilecentre.co.uk 



TABLE TOP SALE 

at 

HAGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Worcester Lane, Hagley 
Saturday 25th march 2017 
10am - 12 noon 
ADMISSION FREE 

LOTS OF INTERESTING STALLS AND GREAT BARGAINS 


REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 
Please come along and support us 
For further information call Anita 01384 375832 



Est .1973 m ^ 

Wollaston 




Fully Fitted 
Bathrooms 
From £3000 inc VAT 

900mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower 
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap, 

18 Sqm Wall Tiles 

, + 3 Sqm Floor Tiles! , ^ 


DISABILITY 

ADAPTIONS 


A wide range of bath and showering options are 
available, all designed to make bathing and 


9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH Open: 

Tel: 01384374237 or 08001582456 ““ n n day *™ ay 
email:enquiries@wollastonbathraoms.ltd.uk 9 00 am- 4 . 00 pm 


“Save” you may be entitled 
to zero rated VAT 


Visit our showroom 

FREE No Obligation Supply Only 
Survey and Quotation Service Available 

Trade enquiries 

welcome _ 




1400 Spin Spnini 
Washing Machine 
Vartabto Spin 
Temp 
Mina load 
rated 


FRFF 7YW fVTFF 

it>^j met 

9 ) tJD 

£ 229.95 


CALL 01384 395852 

? htqjh Itiraal, Aitihiaixiia Shuirtrt WmkI 

nvn dnr LMtiiFiahj tu ut 


Go to Jessica Davids Website 


www.jessicadavid.co.uk 


to see our range of beautiful, Bridal Dresses, 
Bridesmaid Dresses, Evening Gowns, 
Prom Dresses 



Email: sales@jessicadavid.co.uk 


TELEPHONE 

01384 440311 


DO 


5 Heath Lane, Oldswinford, Stourbridge DY8 1RF 



✓ Local family business Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate, Talbots Lane, 


e/ FREE design service (we come to you) Brjer | ey Hj „ DY5 2 YX (1 mile from Merry Hill Centre) 

✓ Styles to suit every taste and budget, 

from the smallest room to master en suites Call us today on: Ul Jti Of 


S We build and fit all of our bedrooms to arrange a FREE visit and quotation or click onto WWW.martyn4newideas.C0.uk 
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in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley 


THE FLYING 
SCOTSMAN 

on The Bluebell Line 

Departing Wednesday 
19 April 2017 

All aboard for a journey along the historic 
Bluebell Railway in Sussex, hauled by the 
world’s most famous locomotive. Including 
coach travel, hotel, half board and a visit 
to Windsor, this is the perfect gift for your 
favourite train fanatic! 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star south-east area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Journey on the Bluebell Line hauled by Flying 
Scotsman, and return transfer from hotel 

✓ Free time in Windsor 


2 days, by coach 

Only £149 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 



Art made in the middle 
illustrates craft talent 

A MAJOR craft exhibition 
displaying the work of up and 
coming Black Country artists 
is to go on display. 

‘Made in the Middle’ is being 
held at the Parkside Gallery in 
Birmingham until April 28. 

The eighth touring exhibition re¬ 
veals the wealth of craft and applied 
art talent from the region, created by 
both recent graduates and established 
artists. 

The work of 28 artists has been 
selected by a panel and is aimed at 
promoting the best of contemporary 
craft from makers living and working 
in the Black Country or with a strong 
regional connection. Tettenhall artist 
John Grayson’s work features what 
he describes as “Brexiteers in kitten 
heels, pondering the future of Brexit.” 

Glass 

Tim Boswell, from Wolverhampton, 
created Spooks out of blown glass and 
inspired by 1960s Op-art, 1970s fabric 
and the colours of local urban graffiti. 

Tim is a member of the Bandits of 
Glass, a group of glass artists founded 
in Stourbridge. They travel the coun¬ 
try turning glass blowing demonstra¬ 
tions into a performance. 

Chloe Smith of Tettenhall Wood 
produced the Hakudo Diffusers range 
which was designed specifically to 
diffuse LED lighting to make it more 
suitable for domestic environments. 

Robyn Smith of Brierley Hill, created a 
range of interactive pieces, called ‘Let their shared heritage and industrial ployed in businesses driven by craft 
me pick your brain’, to throw light on past. The exhibition is also an opportu- skills. With recent changes to coun¬ 
experiences of mental health issues. nity for people to buy and commission try’s economy we are keen to highlight 

Dauvit Alexander of Bearwood, work for the artists. and explore the value of craft both in 

Sandwell created his work, Run of the Emma Daker, exhibitions and pro- economic terms and social contribu- 
Mill - a pun on a Judas Priest song, jects development manager at Craft- tion. 

out of corroded iron and nuts, silver space said: “Craft is a vital source of The exhibition will continue its tour 
and gemstones. revenue and innovation to the UK, to major galleries across the region 

The pieces have been created to re- ‘Craft generates £3.4 billion for the into 2018. For more information, visit 
mind Midlanders and Metalheads of UK economy. 150,000 people are em- madeinthemiddle.org 



Run of the Mill, nod to Judas Priest La Brexiteuse a Petits Talons 



Beauty in Space is Aimee Bollu’s exhibit 


LET US CONSTRUCT 


YOUR PERFECT WEBSITE 


From as little as £15.00 per month MNA Digital can create you your perfect website 



MNA DIGITAL 


Call 01902 319730 or visit: www.mnadigital.co.uk 

























































Divorce? We are here to 
help you get through it 


Commercial feature 

HERE at Talbots Law we aim 
to clarify the Divorce and 
Separation process for you. 

We do not underestimate 
how unsettling and stressful 
separation can be to all parties 
involved. 

Each case is unique to the 
parties involved and their particular 
circumstances. There are often 101 
questions our clients wish to know the 
answers to and we aim to answer as 
many as we can in a straightforward 
and clear way. Some we are often 
asked are along the following lines:- 

1. Is there such thing as a quickie 
divorce? On average, a divorce will 
take about six months. If both parties 
are co-operating, it could be four 

or five months. However there are 
lots of other things that need to be 
considered like sorting out finances, 
sale of the house perhaps, pensions 
and of course, children. 

2. Is there such a thing as a 
common-law man and wife? The 
answer to that is no. Separation of 
couples who are not married has to 
be looked at in a different way as 
the courts do not have the power 
to deal with people’s finances or 
their relationship in the same way 
as if they were married. We do have 
considerable experience in dealing 
with people who are separating, even 
when they are not married. 



James Wright - here to help 


3. Are Pre Nuptial Agreements 
binding? In happy or uncertain times 
people often forget to think about 
what might happen if things do not 
go according to plan in their new 
relationship. There is not a specific 
law that says such agreements are 
binding. The courts are tending to 
uphold more of these that have been 
entered into before a marriage, but 
there is a long list of requirements 
that needs to have been met for the 
court to say that the agreement is 
binding. [Two of those requirements 
are that there has been full financial 
disclosure by both parties and also 
that both parties have had their own 
legal advice. 

4. What about our children? When 
separating, it is often upsetting for 
parents to have to consider what 
happens to their children. It is always 
hoped that the parents can decide 


what is in the best interests of their 
children between themselves. If they 
can’t, the court will help them out 
and, if necessary, intervene. There 
are certain things that are helpful to 
know in these circumstances. It is 
always thought best for children to 
continue to have a relationship with 
both parents unless there is a certain 
reason as to why not. If there cannot 
be an agreement between the two 
parties, the court will make a final 
decision in the best interests of the 
children. 

5. Are there other ways of resolving 
your case apart from court? Yes 
there is. This is known as mediation. 

If the circumstances are right in your 
case, then it may be possible to meet 
with a mediator to discuss not only 
arrangements for your children, but 
also financial arrangements following 
separation. Mediation can be more 
cost effective in the long run and it 
tries to encourage parties to sort out 
their own situation amicably. 

We have only given you a 
snapshot of the things that need 
to be discussed with a lawyer. 

We understand that your case 
is individual to your particular 
circumstances and your family’s 
needs and it is only when we talk 
in detail about your circumstances, 
that we can provide you detailed and 
tailored advice with options for you 
to consider. To speak to one of our 
Family team about these issues or 
any other you may be considering, 
please call 0800 118 1500 today or 
visit our website at www.talbotslaw. 
co.uk for more information. 



SALTWELLS INN 

“Good Food @ Great Prices” 

Food Served Sun-Thur 12 noon - 9pm Fri & Sat 12 noon ■ 10pm 


Sunday 26th March ■ Mother’s Day 
3 Course Meal £11.95 

Available 12-5pm Booking Essential! 

Main Menu Available from 5pm 



PIE AND PUD NIGHT 

Choose from a Selection of Pies 
served with Mash or Chips, 
Peas and Gravy. Includes any 
pudding from the menu 


THE BURGER CLUB 

Handmade 6oz Burgers 
Served with different sauces 
and accompaniments 
FYom 5 pm 


£6.95 £6.95 


CARVERY 

Monday-Friday 12-3 
£4.50 inc Free Soup Starter 


CURRY NIGHT 

Order any Curry and get a Pint 
of Carlsberg or Tetleys 

FOR JUST 

£1.00 


STEAK NIGHT 

Served with Chips, 
Mushrooms and Onion Rings! 
From 5 pm 

x 2 Sirloins for £10.00 
x 2 T-Bones for £20.00 




SUNDAY ROAST 12-5 

Main plus Dessert £5.95 


Booking Advisable Full menu available 


FAMILIES ALWAYS WELCOME, 2 LARGE OUTDOOR PLAY AREAS 


TWO FOR £10 


ALL DAY... EVERYDAY! 


* GAMMOW * PLAICE * STEAK & ALE PIE * CHEESY PASTA 
- 80Z RUMP * SAUSAGE & MASH * CHILLI 


SALTWELLS LANE, DUDLEY DY5 1AX 


www.saltwellsinn.co.uk 01384 569224 


I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 


15 


I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 
CAN YOU HELP? 



YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 


EXAMPLE 
FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 


I 


SPECIAL 


1 


90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 
• Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 


ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 


^ HO JHEUU mg Offs 




CHOICE 


ATHROOMS 


VISA 


FREE 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 


FULL SIZE 


CHROME HEATED 
LADDER RAIL 
FITTED WITH EVERY 
BATHROOM SOLD 


Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 


01902 861908 




SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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The threatened species look more like badgers or 
otters than dogs, and have a new home in Dudley 

THREE fluffy sisters are settling in at their new home, 
marking the return of bush dogs to Dudley Zoo after a five- 
year absence. 

With their round ears, webbed feet and short legs, they 
may not look much like dogs, but the semi-aquatic South 
American mammals are in fact part of the canine family. 

Three-year-old sisters Scarlet, Ruby and Rioja have relo¬ 
cated to the heart of the Black Country from Twycross Zoo. 

Sarah Evans, senior keeper, said: “We’re really pleased 
to have bush dogs again, especially a young pack. We’ve 
returned them to the enclosure where our last pack lived, 
so we hope they’ll show really well there as they seem very 
lively girls. 

“They have only been here for a few days, so are still set¬ 
tling in, but we’ve already identified Ruby as the dominant 
female, as she is more inquisitive. Rioja is very noisy and 
Scarlet seems the quieter one.” 

A near threatened species, bush dogs are native to Cen¬ 
tral and South America, but are losing their habitat for 
farming. 


Bush dogs return to 
zoo with a sister act 



Wedding 
heartbreak 
fraudsters 
are jailed 


A ‘CALLOUS and deceitful’ pregnant mother- 
of-two has been jailed for three years after 
bringing misery to brides across the country. 

Former nurse Lisa Holt pocketed more than £100,000 
while tricking customers into paying for catering packages 
that never arrived at wedding receptions and parties. 

The 41-year-old’s mechanic husband Ryan, also 41, who 


illegally raked in £57,000 
helping to run Bake A Cake, 
their fraudulent Halesow¬ 
en-based business that col¬ 
lapsed in summer 2015, had 
his prison sentence reduced 
to nine months for the sake 
of their children. 

The double-dealing 
businesswoman, who is 
expecting twins, was the 
brains behind the online 
firm that let down scores 
who had paid for wedding 
cakes, chocolate fountains, 
DJs, decorations and photo 
booths that never arrived. 

Customers handed over 
up to £1,700 each before dis¬ 
covering the firm had closed. 

Dudley Trading Stand¬ 
ards Department received 
complaints from 150 people, 
owed a total of £56,000. 

Desperate Holt tried to 
lie her way out of trouble by 
claiming her husband was 
close to death, that burglars 


By John Scott 

had stolen all the business 
documents from her home 
and that the address had 
been hit by arsonists. She 
even claimed she was under 
police protection. 

She conned over £45,000 
from internet giant Wow- 
cher after it signed up 556 
customers for the firm. 
Wowcher was left to refund 
all the disappointed cus¬ 
tomers. Bambooths, who 
provided photo booths at 
more than 200 Bake a Cake 
events, are still owed £3,500. 

She made a total profit of 
£104,000 from the fraudu¬ 
lent business and is paying 
those she cheated back at a 
rate of £1 a month. 

Judge Barry Berlin told 
Lisa Holt at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court on Tues¬ 
day: “You are a callous and 
dishonest woman.” 


A view into the past at glassworks 



This rare photograph, seen at a collectors’ fair, was taken at Chance Glassworks in Smethwick around 100 years ago 


IT LOOKS like you are staring 
through a time portal into a world of 
yesteryear when the Black Country 
was the beating heart of industrial 
Britain. 

This rare black-and-white photo¬ 
graph is thought to have been taken 
on the yard of the historic Chance 
Glassworks in Smethwick, 100 years 
ago. And what makes the photograph 
even more special is the illusion cre¬ 
ated, as the image - which is reflected 
off a lighthouse lens - is actually up¬ 
side down. 

The image has been shared by Mike 
Fenton, aged 55 from Oldbury, who 


is a member of a campaign aiming 
to save and restore the historic site, 
which dates back to 1824. It is actually 
a photograph of a photograph. 

Mike took the shot at a fair held in 
Malvern. He said: “The dealer was 
asking too much money for it, I felt, 
but I asked if I could photograph it for 
a nominal fee. 

“The information from the dealer 
was that it was taken in the yard of 
the glassworks in 1917. The set-up of 
the photograph seems to fit with other 
photographs and information I have 
seen about the works from that era. 

Mike collects Chance Glassworks 


memorabilia, including photographs, 
and part of his interest comes from 
the fact his grandfather and great-un¬ 
cle worked at the site. 

His grandfather, Benjamin Fenton, 
was a glass-blower between 1910 and 
the 1950s, while his great-uncle Ar¬ 
thur Fenton worked at the site around 
the same time. 

The glassworks site, at Spon Lane 
near the M5, is now largely derelict, 
but is subject to an ambitious £25 mil¬ 
lion masterplan to create homes, of¬ 
fices and shops. A lighthouse will also 
form the centrepiece of the develop¬ 
ment, in a nod to the glassworks’ past. 


NEW MOKKA X 

IT'S YOUR LIFE. GO DRIVE IT. 


Your devices. Connected via 4G Wi-Fi. 

Your music. Streamed with Apple Carplay™ support. 

Your adventure. Supported by OnStar personal assistant. 


Vauxhall pay 

£2,400 3.7% APR 

towards your deposit Representative Flexible PCP* 






MoktaX — ' 


* 



VAUXHALL 


On Star 


WITH STOLEN VEHICLE ASSISTANCE' 


Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 

01384 454100 
Stourbridge Motor House 
Stourbridge 
01384 447970 


T Wall Garages 

Kingswinford 

01384 288333 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 503 0001 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). New Mokka X Active 1.6i (115PS) Start/Stop 
FWD: Urban: 32.8 (8.6), Extra-urban: 50.4 (5.6), Combined: 42.2 (6.7). C0 2 emissions: 155g/km. # 

All of the following retailers are acting as a credit broker and not a lender: Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as T Wall Garages, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Stourbridge Motor House, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Halesowen Motor House. 
We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 

*0ffer subject to availability at participating Retailers only. Personal Contract Purchase. Finance subject to status, Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. 24-48 month term available. Vauxhall Deposit Contribution only available when vehicle financed through Vauxhall Finance. At the end of the agreement 
there are three options, i) Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, ii) Return the vehicle, oriii) Replace. Part Exchange the vehicle where equity is available. UK-supplied vehicles only. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. Offers 
available on orders or registrations between 19 December 2016 and 3 April 2017. 'OnStar and 4G Wi-Fi hotspot services require activation and are subject to mobile network coverage and availability. Wi-Fi hotspot service requires account with nominated mobile network operator. 4G subject to mobile network coverage availability. Charges apply after free trial period. 
The OnStar subscription packages could be different from the services included in the free trial period. Check www.vauxhall.co.uk/onstarfor details of availability, coverage and charges or ask your Vauxhall Retailer. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles purchased without OnStar cannot have the required technology retro fitted. Apple CarPlay and Apple are trademarks 
of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technicalfactors. Correct at time 
of going to press. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. 




















Bollywood theme 
at dinner dance 

FANS of Bollywood have the opportunity 
to enjoy a spectacular experience at a gala 
dinner and dance raising cash for charities. 

The dinner-dance is being held at Dudley 
Town Hall, organised by the EKTA Group 
to raise money for the Mayor of Dudley’s 
charities. 

It will take place on Saturday, April 8, 
from 7pm, when guests can enjoy a three- 
course meal with live entertainment. 

Tickets are from £18 with a discount 
available for groups of 10 or more. Balcony 
tickets providing entertainment only are 
available for £10. 

Councillor Mohammed Hanif, Mayor of 
Dudley, said: “I’m delighted that this event 
has been organised to raise money for my 
nominated charities. It will provide fun and 
entertainment for everyone and I would en¬ 
courage people to book their tickets quickly 
to avoid disappointment.” 

Call 01384 812812 or email ekta@matad 
amandir.org.uk for more information. 


£6m work to widen busy route 
will get under way in May 


WORK to increase capacity along 
a busy stretch of road through the 
Black Country will start in May. 

Pensnett High Street, in Dudley, is to be 
widened and have new pedestrian cross¬ 
ings - and work will start this spring. 

Hilary Bills, Dudley Council cabinet member 
for environmental services, said the work will 
take 15 months to complete at a cost of £6.3 
million. 

The plans have been in the pipeline for years 
and were previously slated to start around the 
middle of the year. 

The project is set to cause major disruption 
on the road, which is used by 30,000 vehicles 


a day, but highways bosses said once complete 
the changes would hugely benefit drivers and 
pedestrians. 

Councillor Bills thanked residents and busi¬ 
nesses in the area for their ‘patience’ ahead of 
the work taking place. 

Congestion 

She said: “The Pensnett improvements are 
set to improve network capacity and will reduce 
congestion in the area. 

“Work for this exciting project gets underway 
in May.” 

She said £3.8 million of the cost will be met by 
the Local Growth Fund, the rest by the Depart¬ 
ment of Transport. 


“We would like to thank people for their pa¬ 
tience while we undertake this important work, 
we will keep residents and business in the area 
informed and I would remind drivers that the 
latest traffic notifications can be found at www. 
dudley.gov.uk,” she said. 

The road is a vital artery for the Black Coun¬ 
try and carries a huge volume of traffic, serving 
the Pensnett Trading Estate, the largest secured 
trading estate in Europe, as well as vehicles for 
Russells Hall Hospital. 

The road will be widened into two lanes in 
both directions and new traffic lights installed 
around the site. It is hoped the work will also aid 
bus journeys and make services often delayed by 
traffic more reliable. 


A look back at 
park heritage 

A BOOK exploring the heritage of a fa¬ 
mous Stourbridge park is to go on sale 
this month. 

The book about Mary Stevens Park 
and will go on sale after a special launch 
event planned at the Dudley Council-run 
park, which has recently been subject to 
improvements. 

Beauty for everyone: The story of Mary 
Stevens Park has been written by the 
Mary Stevens Park History Group with 
local historians Roy Peacock and Stephen 
Howard. 

Beginning with a look at the early years 
of the glass industry in the area during 
the 1600s, the book examines how the 
park has played an important part in local 
life since it opened in 1931. 

The book costs £7.99 from Mary Ste¬ 
vens Coffee Lounge and Oldswinford Cof¬ 
fee Lounge No92 from March 30. 
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Paralympic hero meets pupils 



Paralympic gold medalist Jonnie Peacock MBE visits Kates Hill pupil Rylan Bishop 


PUPILS struck gold when Paralympian 
and gold medal athlete Jonathan Peacock 
stopped by to visit them at their school in 
Dudley. 

Students at Kates Hill Primary School 
welcomed 23-year-old Jonathan, an Eng¬ 
lish sprint runner and amputee, won gold 
at the 2012 Summer Paralympics and 2016 
Summer Paralympics, representing Great 
Britain in the T44 men’s 100 metres event. 

The visit was organised by BT after the 
school won a national competition which 
saw the youngsters highlight the benefits of 
superfast broadband. 

Hundreds 

The school’s entry was then randomly se¬ 
lected from hundreds submitted by schools 
across the country. 

Jonathan said: “It’s my first trip to Dud¬ 
ley. It’s been absolutely fantastic to meet 
all of the kids, they’ve asked me all sorts of 


questions. One of the children asked about 
my dog and what breed it is, which was very 
cool. 

“I was also speaking to one of the teach¬ 
ers and a lot of the children do around a 
mile worth of walking everyday, which is 
awesome. 

“We didn’t do that sort of thing in school 
and being active is so important. Even if it’s 
just a 15 to 20 minute walk, it’s great that 
a lot of schools are trying to become more 
active. It’s very important to have an active 
lifestyle.” 

Jonathan added: “I’m now doing a lot of 
winter training. I’ve just completed a host 
of indoor competitions. It’s time to get back 
into the hard work.” 

Teacher Kevin Orchard said: “It’s been a 
very successful day and the children were 
thrilled to meet Jonnie. They talked to him 
about keeping healthy and fit and how tech¬ 
nology can be used in keeping fit.” 


two men jailed after 
bringing in disguised 
stun guns from Turkey 

TWO men have been jailed after they brought stun guns 
disguised as torches into the UK from Turkey. 

On September 15, 2015, 22-year-old Brett Anslow, 22, 
and Michael Chand, 49, were passengers on a flight from 
Turkey which landed at Birmingham International Air¬ 
port. 

Once they had cleared immigration, they collected their 
luggage and headed through the green ‘nothing to declare’ 
channel when stopped by a customs officer. On searching 
their belongings, officers recovered six stun guns disguised 
as torches, six knuckledusters and a friction lock baton. 

The two were charged with possessing disguised fire¬ 
arms. At Birmingham Crown Court, Anslow, of Four Winds 
Road, Dudley, was sentenced to two and a half years im¬ 
prisonment and Chand, of Old Bridge Walk, to 18 months. 

Jason Corden-Bowen, district crown prosecutor from 
West Midlands Crown Prosecution Service, said: “When 
detained at the airport, the two defendants claimed that 
they were unaware that bringing such prohibited items 
into the UK was illegal. 

“Disguised firearms are dangerous weapons and pos¬ 
session of them is regarded with the utmost gravity. We 
hope that today’s convictions send out a clear message that 
bringing items like these into this country is illegal and 
those caught will be robustly prosecuted.” 


Tickets for 
St George 
family fun 

PEOPLE are being urged to 
grab the last bargain tickets 
for St George’s Day celebra¬ 
tions at Dudley Zoo. 

Dudley Council and the 
zoo have teamed up to host 
a patriotic day to celebrate 
St George on April 23. 

There are a limited num¬ 
ber of tickets still available 
for people to gain admission 
to the attraction from 3pm 
at just £2.50 per person. 

Visitors will be able to 
join the fun in the castle 
courtyard with themed ac¬ 
tivities including medieval 
re-enactments, children’s 
entertainer Dippy, dragon 
puppets, stilt walkers, face 
painting and crafts. 

There will also be extra 
animal, history and ghost 
talks and feeding sessions 
at the penguin and sea lion 
enclosures. Visit dudleyzoo. 
org.uk or call 01384 215313. 


Serenity 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS*' 
Call us on 01384 279 997 



READ BELOW WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU 


• Provide a full design and project management 
service if required 

• Take your ideas and make them a reality 

• So please come and meet the team at Serenity 

• All trades are carried out by our team. This includes, 
building, tiling, plastering, carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing and gas. No job is too big or too small for us. 

No gimmicks, just quality goods and quality service. 

Stallings Lane | Kingswinford 

Example Job 

Choice of 9 Door Panels 
Colours and styles 

7 Units worktops and upstands, 
oven, hob and extractor 
sink and tap 

Cornice, Pelmet and End Panels 

Fully Fitted £3995 

|DY67AP 


1 www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 
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Chain will 
not raise 
beer price 

A PUBS and brewery 
group based in Kingswin¬ 
ford is not to pass on the 2p 
per pint rise in beer duty 
from the spring Budget to 
its customers. 

In a letter to Black Coun¬ 
try Ales customers, director 
Angus McMeeking, says: 
“BCA will not be passing on 
this Budget’s price increase 
to our loyal customers on 
this occasion, but we will be 
unable to hold prices fur¬ 
ther if the Treasury contin¬ 
ues to attack this country’s 
pub users and the nation’s 
national drink.” 

The business, based on 
the Pensnett Trading Es¬ 
tate, hoped the hike did not 
signal a return to a policy of 
penalising pubs. 

Mr McMeeking added: 
“It was those tax raids that 
were a major contributory 
factor in the closure of 25 
per cent of all of Britain’s 
pubs and closed pubs dam¬ 
age community life.” 

Group backs 
park's future 

A PARK in Kingswinford 
is in line for improvements 
after a support group was 
set up to manage its fu¬ 
ture. 

The Friends of Cot Lane 
Park will attempt to raise 
cash for the park in order 
to improve the facilities for 
its users. 

The Friends are hold¬ 
ing a quiz at the Mount 
Pleasant pub in Kingswin¬ 
ford on Monday, April 3, 
at 8.30pm to kick-off the 
fundraising campaign. 


FOCUS ON KINGSWINFORD & WALL HEATH 


Work starts on rebuilding 
popular barbecue eatery 


A FIRE-WRECKED restaurant has started to 
be rebuilt in Wall Heath with its steel struc¬ 
ture now in view. 

The Kidderminster Road venue is set to reopen in 
July, nearly a year after a blaze gutted the site due 
to a fault in a refrigeration unit. 

The demolition took place in recent weeks with only the 
white fencing from the former Hickory’s Smokehouse res¬ 


taurant remaining. 

It had only opened in No¬ 
vember 2015, on the site of 
the famous Kingfisher Club. 

A total of 15 fire crews 
were called to deal with the 
fire at the American style 
eatery with around 100 fire¬ 
fighters on the scene at its 
height. 

Guests in 22 rooms at the 
Kingfisher restaurant and 
hotel complex next door 
were evacuated, while the 
fire service advised people in 
the local area to keep their 
windows closed. 

Delighted 

A Hickory’s spokesman 
said: “We are delighted to 
confirm that due to the over¬ 
whelming level of support 
they have received from the 
local area, they will be re¬ 
building the restaurant and 
work is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by mid-summer 2017 
with a proposed re-launch 
date of July.” 

Kingswinford Councillor 
Dave Tyler said: “It’s good 


By Clare Butler 


news to hear that Hickory’s 
is planning to reopen.” 

Crews from Brierley Hill 
and Stourbridge were joined 
by 13 more appliances as 
firefighters had battled the 
blaze at the barbecue-style 
restaurant. 

Area commander Steve 
Vincent added: “Crews 
worked tirelessly during hot 
and difficult conditions to 
try to save this important 
business.” 

At the time of the blaze 
dozens took to Twitter to 
express their concern. 

Kingswinford North and 
Wall Heath ward councillor 
Ed Lawrence said: “Very 
sad to wake to the news 
about Hickory’s. We will be 
offering all the support we 
can.” His colleague Nicola 
Richards said: “Absolutely 
terrible news about Hick- 
orys in Wall Heath, it’s a 
great addition to our com¬ 
munity.” 


Now Cheryl 
has got 
it nail-ed 

A NAIL technician and 
business owner from the 
Black Country has won a 
national award. 

Cheryl Walker of Cher¬ 
yl’s Nail Design Ltd, King¬ 
swinford, was named Nail 
Technician of the Year at 
the English Hair & Beauty 
Awards on Sunday. 

She beat ten other fi¬ 
nalists shortlisted for the 
award. 

She said: “I was left 
stunned. It was an amazing 
to win. The best bit was it 
was down to votes from the 
public.” 

Cheryl has been trans¬ 
forming people’s nails for 
24 years, after overcoming 
the habit of biting her own 
and being inspired to make 
nails beautiful. 

The 48-year-old added: 
“I know that people travel 
from all over to get their 
nails done by me. I think 
it’s because they know that 
their nails will last, the 
choice of designs and they 

Award-winning Cheryl Walker of Cheryl’s Nail Design with some of her popular designs l° ve the products I use.” 



Council are 
to consider 
free parking 

FREE parking could be 
trialled in Kingswinford 
as part of a pilot scheme 
to encourage residents to 
shop local. 

It is hoped that the plans 
will boost the economy in 
Kingswinford, alongside 
other areas of Dudley that 
are sometimes overlooked 
by shoppers. 

It has been recommended 
that if the free parking is 
successful, Dudley Coun¬ 
cil should consider rolling 
out two-hour free parking 
in council-owned car parks 
across the whole of the bor¬ 
ough. 

Council officers are put¬ 
ting a report together on 
the issue. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, 
cabinet member for envi¬ 
ronmental services, said: 
“We are currently explor¬ 
ing plans for a free parking 
pilot, following a motion at 
full council. We will have 
more details over the com¬ 
ing weeks.” 

Proposal for 
eight homes 

AN electricity sub-station 
will be demolished and re¬ 
placed with homes, under 
new plans. 

Eight three-bedroom 
houses will be built on the 
plot off Nanaimo Way in 
Kingswinford if planning 
permission is granted. 

The proposals have been 
submitted to Dudley Coun¬ 
cil by Stuart Andrews, of 
Evesham-based Park Grove 
Management 

A replacement sub-sta¬ 
tion would be installed on a 
nearby site. 





Selected Saturday departures, 
May - December 2017 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


- s 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Upvc windows from 

£245.00 


Conservatory Offer 
3X3 EDWARDIAN OR 
VICTORIAN 

Include base, dwarf walls 
Plastering, 2 opening 
per window 

2 double sockets & light 

From £7500 
fully fitted 


10 reasons to choose Midland 
upvc windows and doors 

• Family run business 

• Managed by surveyors with 40 years of experience 

• No subcontractors 

• 10 year insurance guarantee with home pro 

• All windows and doors are A rated 

• Free quotes 

• No pushy salesmen 

• All products are secured by design 

• Approved by Certass CfiTUSS 

• Deal direct with the owner 


MASSIVE 
SAVINGS 
ON ALL 
MARCH 
ORDERS 


Any size composite door 
any standard colour from 

£900 fully fitted 

Special offer upvc front 
and back door 

£1150 fully fitted 


HomePro 


Picture for illustration purposes. T/C’s APPLY 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
TELEPHONE LINES OPEN TIL 8PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 


CHRONICLE 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


To advertise within the Chronicle call our experienced sales team on 
01384 399901 for more information 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


2 days, by coach 


only 


£139 


,95pp 


THE TOWER 

of London 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Tower of London 

✓ Free time in London 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


LONDON 
SUMMER DAYS 


Departing Monday 21 August 2017 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: RVA654 


✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Included excursion to Windsor 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace 
& Richmond (£19pp extra) 


5 days, by coach 

£399»5p P 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £200pp. Subject to availability. 






















































Science event goes 
off with a Big Bang 


THOUSANDS of students from 
across the Black Country got a 
glimpse into the exciting world of 
science, maths and engineering at 
this year’s Big Bang Fair. 

The event at Birmingham’s NEC 
aims to show children how a love of 
the two subjects can lead to careers 
in engineering and technology. 

Students were able to take part in 
a variety of activities and workshops 
run by hundreds of science and en¬ 
gineering-based companies. They 
could even try their hand at surgery, 
identifying body parts in a gooey 
rubber doll to develop their biology 
skills. Birmingham City University 


put on that popular workshop, also 
teaching children about the skeleton 
and X-rays. 

Engineers from JCB were also on 
hand to show students how to build 
their own mini-digger and learn 
about a career with the Stafford- 
shire-based firm. 

Robots were also on display with 
students given the chance to con¬ 
trol and compete against each other 
using them. 

Xander Soldeat, a software engi¬ 
neer of Vex robotics, said: “It’s great 
for me to come out and see how the 
things we design have an impact on 
students.” 



Pupil Chelsea Nish from St Chad’s Catholic Primary School in Sedgley takes part in an experiment 


Walkers get ready 
for borough trails 

WALKERS are set to lace up their boots ready for the 
annual Dudley Borough Trail, being held next month. 

The event, which attracts more than 2,000 people 
every year, will take place on Sunday, April 30. Walks 
of six, nine, 12, 20 and 28 miles are on offer, with routes 
covering the hidden beauty and proud industrial herit¬ 
age of the borough. 

Participants can walk at their own pace and will take 
in the sights of canal towpaths, disused railway lines 
and, country footpaths. All routes start at Dudley Lei¬ 
sure Centre at times between 8am and noon. 

It costs £3 per person to join the 28 and 20 mile routes, 
£2.50 for the 12 and nine mile routes and £1.50 for the 
gentler six mile route. An additional fee of 50p will be 
charged for all entries on the day. 

Entry forms are available online at www.dudley.gov. 
uk/dudleytrail, from libraries or on (01384) 817817. 


Prison for 
thug who 
held pistol 
to ex's face 


A JEALOUS thug pushed a handgun against 
the cheek of the terrified woman who had 
jilted him, a judge was told. 

She then heard a ‘click’, which could have been 
the trigger, as they sat in his car on a remote farm 
track, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

Richard Preston told her: “I would rather see you dead 
than with anyone else.” He was ruled a danger to the pub¬ 


lic and given a six-year jail 
term with an extended pe¬ 
riod of licence on release. 

The woman had ended 
their eight-month relation¬ 
ship after it was punctuated 
by a series of ‘unpleasant as¬ 
saults,’ said Mr David lies, 
prosecuting. 

He added: “When she 
heard the clicking sound 
she didn’t know if it was the 
trigger or something else. 

“It was a very frightening 
moment.” 

Scarred 

She had been left scarred 
both physically and emo¬ 
tionally by regular beatings 
during which the vicious 
28-year-old hit and even bit 
her, the court heard. 

“She had hoped he would 
change but he didn’t,” said 
Mr lies. 

On August 25 she agreed 
to meet him again for dinner 
but was driven from Word- 
sley to a bridle path near 
Enville where he produced 
the pistol. 

After twice threatening 
her with the unloaded gun, 
Preston calmed down and 
apologised and drove her 
home. 

But four days later, when 
they met again, he struck 
her across the throat and bit 
her hand. Police were called 
and Preston was arrested. 


By John Scott 


Mr Niall Skinner, defend¬ 
ing, said Preston had been 
addicted to steroids. Mr 
Skinner added: “He went, 
in his own words, ‘crazy and 
lost it’. 

“There was an assault 
followed by an apology, and 
then the cycle would start 
again. 

“He has a problem with 
anger and a tendency to 
strike out when things don’t 
go his way.” 

Preston, a father-of-one, 
had been weaned off ster¬ 
oids during seven months 
spent in custody before sen¬ 
tencing, added Mr Skinner. 

The defendant from 
Brooklands, Wordsley, ad¬ 
mitted five assaults, a com¬ 
mon assault, possession of 
an imitation gun with intent 
to cause fear of violence, 
driving when disqualified 
and criminal damage. 

He was jailed by Judge 
Amjad Nawaz, who told 
him: “You are a jealous and 
obsessive man who repre¬ 
sents a danger to the public, 
especially those with whom 
you have a relationship. 

“You are a ticking time 
bomb.” 


Park gets £32k to 
fund major revamp 

CAMPAIGNERS have expressed delight after receiving 
more than £30,000 funding to revamp a Dudley park. 

Grazebrook Park will now be improved with new path¬ 
ways, fencing and benches. Plans are proposed for boards 
to be put up around the park’s war memorial. 

A £32,000 grant was awarded to fund an overhaul of 
the underused park just outside the centre of Dudley. The 
money will turn the park into a diverse natural habitat. A 
new path will be laid with seating and interpretation pan¬ 
els detailing the space’s history, as well as the species that 
reside there. A native wildflower area will be created. 

Lynn Horton, from the Friends of Buffery Park, said: 
“We are amazed to have gotten the grant as it is such a 
small park. We have been passionate throughout in what 
we do.” The project has been given the go-ahead thanks 
to grants awarded by The Veolia Environmental Trust 
through the Landfill Communities Fund. 



SPRING 

STOCK 

CLEARANCE 

60 % OFF 

MARKED PRICES 





01562 885 990 

www.grevillerossiter.co.uk 

125 Worcester Road, Hagley, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 0NW 
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Interior of a nice loft, a wide empty room with plenty of light from skylights 


Make sure your top is in good condition 


IT’S easy to overlook your home’s roof, 
but it’s important to keep it in good 
condition, especially at this time of 
year. Take a look at these suggestions 
to keep your roof tip top. 

1. Roofs should ideally be inspected twice a year 
(or more), both from the outside (with binoculars) 
and inside the loft. If you can see daylight in the 
loft, there may be something missing on the outside. 

Roof tiles or slates that have broken, slipped or 
been blown off are a common occurrence. If they’re 
not replaced, rainwater will get into the loft and 
cause damage there, and then in the rooms below. 

Other parts of the roof can cause leaks and damp, 
too, including the flashing, guttering and chimneys. 
You may be able to spot these problems yourself, but 
will usually need a roofer to put them right. 

2. If the roof has to be retiled, do you replace the 
tiles like for like or go for something different, pro¬ 
vided there are no planning restrictions? 

“Although handmade tiles look great, they can 
make the job more time consuming - you may need 
an experienced roofing team to manage the materi¬ 
als,” says Simon Braithwaite, category manager at 
builders merchant Travis Perkins. 


“Handmade tiles are also expensive. Expect to pay 
around £1,000 per 1,000 tiles - the average detached 
house requires 8,000 tiles. Another consideration is 
the area - if you live in a rustic village, handmade 
tiles may be much more in keeping with your sur¬ 
roundings.” 

3. “Handcrafted tiles, which are tiles that have 
been dealt with by hand during part of the produc¬ 
tion process, usually cost much less than handmade 
ones,” says Braithwaite. “If you have a smaller 
budget, machine-made clay or concrete tiles are the 
most affordable options. Concrete tiles can degrade 
in appearance and structure over time, whereas clay 
lasts much longer and is more aesthetically pleas¬ 
ing.” 

He continues: “Another consideration is the roof 
pitch - you can’t use certain types of tile on certain 
roof pitches because they don’t look good and could 
cause structural problems.” 

4. If you’re overhauling a roof, think about fitting 
skylights (again as long as there are no planning 
restrictions). Skylights (also called roof windows) 
come in all shapes and sizes and can make a big dif¬ 
ference to the amount of light entering the room 
below. If you’re doing major building work, such as 
an extension or loft conversion, skylights are a great 


addition, but they can also transform existing rooms 
with little or no natural light. 

While fitting a skylight is usually a job for a roofer 
or builder, experienced DIYers can fit them. 

You may think that skylights are expensive, but 
they don’t have to be - the Tyrem range at Screw- 
fix starts at £161.22 for a 550mm x 780mm dou¬ 
ble-glazed skylight. 

These skylights are straightforward to fit, have 
a handle instead of a bar, which can make opening 
and closing them easier, and come with a 10-year 
manufacturer’s guarantee - just remember to get 
the correct flashing kit for the type of roof covering. 

5. Flat roofs can be prone to leaks, not least be¬ 
cause they should have a gradient, but the gradient 
often isn’t steep enough. 

If the roof is too flat or doesn’t have an adequate 
structure or materials under the roof covering, it 
will sag, allowing rainwater to pool and eventually 
enter the room below. 

The roof covering can also get damaged. If you’re 
building a single-storey extension, putting a flat 
roof on it will enable you to easily access the house 
above (to repair the guttering on the main roof, for 
example), but a pitched roof should be more reliable 
long term and is more aesthetically pleasing inside 
and out. 


It's time to declutter now 
that spring is on its way 


By Sam Wylie-Harris 

THINK spring cleaning’s not re¬ 
ally your thing? Here we show 
some simple steps to make light 
work of those dreaded chores 
and spruce up rooms in the pro¬ 
cess. .. 

No wonder we all get a bit over-excit¬ 
ed when thoughts turn to springtime. 

The days are getting lighter, we’re all 
feeling a bit more social, planning holidays, 
freshening up our wardrobes and, erm, get¬ 
ting stuck in with the Big Spring Clean?! 

If the mere mention makes you shudder, 
don’t despair - it’s not all about putting on 
a pair of Marigolds and having to sacrifice a 
precious weekend to play Mrs Mop. 

Making time for a good clean sweep 
doesn’t just mean your home can be given 
a once-over. A decent tidy up and sort out 
can be good for the heart and soul too, and 
help keep that spring in your step when you 
come home at the end of a long(er) day. 

Plus, it’s a good excuse to have a little 
revamp at the same time: Reward your¬ 
self with some new accessories and little 
touches, to add to the freshened-up feel and 
make the hard work worthwhile. 

Here’s how to spruce up the home, ditch 
the dust and style up your space if it’s look¬ 
ing a little tired around the edges, without 
getting too frazzled in the process... 

CLEAR THE CLUTTER 

Think practically when it comes to having 
a serious spring sort out. Take the opportu¬ 
nity to rethink your storage solutions and 
invest in baskets, crates and boxes which 
have a long shelf-life, will hold all the items 
you want to hide away, and look smart or 
stylish too. 

Knagglig Pine boxes, from £5, dark grey 
Klamtare Boxes With Lid, £6, Fargrik 
White/Stoneware 18-piece Service Set, 
£13.50 (18-piece service), Muskot Plant Pot, 
£2, Ikea (www.ikea.com). 

POT IT 

Topiary adds life and colour to a space. 
Dressing up a sparkling clean window with 
some flower pots is an easy way to achieve 
this. Any greenery will look fresh, and you 
can always find a sunny spot for an indoor 
herb garden. Double Flowerpot, £4, Flying 
Tiger stores nationwide (uk.flyingtiger. 
com). 

SCENT SURROUND 



Knagglig Pine Boxes, £5, Klamtare Dark Grey Boxes with lid, £6, Fargrik White/Stoneware, £13.50 (18-piece service), Muskot 

Plant Pot, £2, all available from Ikea 



Chichester Base Cupboards, from £560, Somerton Rectangular Bas¬ 
ket, from £49, available from Neptune.com 



Candlelight gives off a warm, flattering 
glow that makes both you and your dining 
room look better, and with The White Com¬ 
pany’s Spring fragrance range, a scented 
bouquet is only a flicker away. Spring Sig¬ 
nature Candle Collection, from £20, The 
White Company (www.thewhitecompany. 
com). 

CLEAN BY DESIGN 

Is there anything that can make house¬ 
work a little more inspiring? Colouring 
book artist Johanna Basford has teamed up 
with planet-friendly cleaning product brand 
Method, creating a series of illustrations for 
a limited-edition range featuring a beauti¬ 
ful Hummingbird Garden design. Method 
Johanna Basford Multi-Surface Cleaner, 


£3.50; Washing Up Liquid, £3.50; Gel Hand 
Wash, £3, and Foaming Hand Wash, £3.50, 
Tesco stores nationwide (www.tesco.com). 

CUPBOARD LOVE 

Sometimes, the best way to make a clean 
break is to invest in some new kitchen cabi¬ 
netry. If your kitchen’s due an upgrade, but 
the budget doesn’t stretch to redoing the 
whole room, introducing a few new pieces 
could be just the ticket. Chichester Base 
Cupboards, from £560, Somerton Rectan¬ 
gular Basket, £49 (small), form a selection 
at Neptune (www.neptune.com). 

LAUNDRY DAYS 

Even the smallest utility room can be a 
space-saver, and free you from the confines 


of having to keep all your bits and bobs in 
the larder or under the sink. To make your 
space work harder, group products together 
and make the most of wall space with stor¬ 
age hooks. John Lewis Croft Collection 
Blakeney Double Towel Cabinet, £275, Oval 
Wire Basket, £14, Grey Knitted Basket £22, 
Oval Willow Laundry Basket, £25, John 
Lewis (www.johnlewis.com). 

A PUBLIC AIRING 

It may sound old fashioned, but there’s 
nothing like airing the linen on a washing 
line in the fresh air, or in a space where you 
can create some air flow. It will help remove 
dust, eliminate smells and breathe new life 
into your duvet and feather pillows. 


Linen Ruffles Bedlinen, from £115 (dou¬ 
ble), Limited Edition 900TC Square Pillow¬ 
case, currently reduced to £52.50 from £75 
for a pair, rest of linen from a selection at 
Soak & Sleep (www.soakandsleep.com). 

CARPET BAG 

Let’s face it, nobody likes the sound of a 
noisy vacuum cleaner (especially pets and 
young children), and so it’s worth investing 
in quieter model, such as a Miele Complete 
C3 Silence EcoLine Vacuum Cleaner, £260 
(www.miele.co.uk), which boasts an inno¬ 
vative reduced-noise motor and integrated 
sound insulation. The Dynamic Drive 
swivel casters, with rubberised wheels and 
shock absorbers, also protect floors. 



John Lewis Croft Collection Blakeney Double Towel 
Cabinet,£275, Oval Wire Basket, £25, Knitted Basket, 
Grey, £22 and Willow Laundry Basket, £30 



Miele Complete C3 Silence EcoLine Vacuum Cleaner, 
£260, available from Miele.co.uk 














































































Cyclist Hugh leads the way 
on charity ride for hospice 


A CYCLING legend will give a mas¬ 
terclass in pedal powerwhen he 
takes to the roads in his latest bik¬ 
ing challenge. 

Four-times World Pursuit Cham¬ 
pion Hugh Porter has organised a 
charity bike ride offering cyclists a 
choice of three distances. Last year’s 
inaugural ride attracted 580 cyclists. 

The cycling veteran, aged 77, will 
be taking part in the short distance 
cycle. He still rides regularly but 
wants to get back to the finishing 
line in time to give out the medals. 

He said: “It’s going to be a crack¬ 
ing day. I’d love to get 1,000 people 
taking part.” 

The Round the Wrekin Sportive, 
which will raise money for Comp¬ 
ton Hospice, will take place on May 
21 from Kingswinford Rugby Club, 
and will head towards the Shrop¬ 
shire Hills taking in Long Mynd and 


Stiperstones. Cyclists can choose 
between a distance of just over 100 
miles, around 60 miles or 25 miles, 
depending on ability and inclination. 

Mr Porter, from Wolverhampton, 
will be taking part in the shortest 
route through Bobbington, Claverley 
and Pattingham. He said: “The 100- 
miler will be an epic ride which will 
interest a lot of serious club cyclists, 
while the middle-distance ride is the 
the one which we expect to attract 
the biggest number of entrants. The 
short ride is ideal for families or peo¬ 
ple who are new to cycling. 

“The start route and the return 
route are the same for everyone, 
with different loops of varying 
length. Whichever route, people will 
be able to see the Wrekin, more or 
less, all the time.” Last year’s chal¬ 
lenge raised just under £22,000 for 
Compton Hospice. 



Hugh Porter, centre, will be in the saddle for a charity ride over a choice of distances from Kingswinford 


Rise in number of 
people out of work 

UNEMPLOYMENT in the West Midlands rose in three 
months to January — despite the UK rate falling to its 
lowest since the summer of 1975. 

The regional total of 160,000 was up 9,000 (or five per 
cent) on the August to October quarter with the unem¬ 
ployment rate up from 5.3 per cent to 5.6 per cent. 

Nationally unemployment fell by 31,000 in the three 
months to January, to 1.58m, the lowest for a decade, 
giving a jobless rate of 4.7 per cent. Almost 32 million 
people are now in work, a jump of 92,000 over the quar¬ 
ter and 315,000 compared with a year earlier. 

Figures for last month for people claiming unemploy¬ 
ment benefits, including Universal Credit - where people 
are required to seek work - and Jobseeker’s Allowance, 
were also up across the region. The West Midlands total 
rose 3,065 to 85,800 with Staffordshire up 210 to 5,485. 

The gradual introduction of Universal Credit in the re¬ 
gion has distorted figures because it widens the number 
of people who can claim. 

Dudley’s total was up by 110 to 5,800 (three per cent). 
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Plastic pipe 
work aims 
to improve 
tap water 


NEARLY £400,000 will be spent on replacing 
old pipes in Stourbridge to stop brown water 
flowing out of taps. 

The six-month scheme will be carried out along 
Racecourse Lane, near Stourbridge Golf Club, and 
is aimed at resolving a long-standing problem with 
discoloured water, which has been put down to the 


age of the cast iron pipes. 

The road will be closed 
between the junctions of 
Norton Road and Ounty 
John Lane while the work 
is carried out and motorists 
are being warned to expect 
delays. 

A diversion will be put 
in place on Norton Road, 
Heath Lane, Hagley Road, 
and Worcester Lane. 

Severn Trent has been 
receiving complaints about 
discoloured water from res¬ 
idents in the area for years. 

The replacement scheme, 
which will see crews lay 
down three kilometres of 
plastic pipes, will benefit 
around 200 homes. 

Dangerous 

Councillor Heather Rog¬ 
ers, who is represents Nor¬ 
ton Ward, which covers the 
areas of Norton and parts of 
Oldswinford and Pedmore, 
said there was no way to 
avoid shutting off Race¬ 
course Lane to traffic during 
the work. 

“The road is very danger¬ 
ous because there’s no pave¬ 
ment and there’s a lot of 
blind and dangerous bends 
so drivers can’t see the traf¬ 
fic coming,” she explained. 

“There’s no other option 
than to shut the road.” 

The scheme will also af- 


By Jamie Brassington 


feet Fairways Avenue and 
Osmaston Road, which are 
off the main A451 Kidder¬ 
minster Road. 

Martin Oliver, who is 
leading the project, said 
the work will cost almost 
£400,000 and is expected to 
be finished by September. 

He said: “We’ve already 
replaced a small section of 
pipe in the area and now 
we’re planning to replace 
all of the old cast iron pipes 
with brand new durable 
plastic pipes. 

“We’re aware there have 
been some issues reported 
in the area where the old 
pipes have caused some peo¬ 
ple to receive discoloured 
water. 

“That’s why we’ve taken 
the decision to invest heav¬ 
ily in this area to make sure 
everyone in Stourbridge has 
access to a great supply of 
water at the turn of a tap.” 

He added: “Our con¬ 
tractors from Amey will 
be working hard to keep 
disruption to a minimum 
during the course of the 
scheme. They’ll work closely 
with residents and will keep 
access to homes and busi¬ 
nesses as clear as possible.” 


Money pledged for 
better centre access 


PATIENTS affected by the merger of two GP surgeries 
have convinced health bosses to provide an extra £62,000 
to carry out improvements. 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) announced 
plans to relocate Links Medical Practice into Netherton 
Health Centre on the opposite side of Halesowen Road. 

As a result, more than 3,000 patients will start attending 
Netherton Health Centre, with its roll of 7,500 patients, 
based just 75 metres away. 

But patients raised concerns about a poor route from the 
car park to the Netherton Health Centre building. Now 
the CCG has agreed to provide the additional funding to 
improve the access route. 

Work on a new footpath is expected to start in the next 
few months. The CCG says access to the building will not 
be affected during this time. 



EasyFloors 

** The Flooring Experts 


FANTASTIC OFFERS ON 
WOOD AND LAMINATE FLOORING 


7 mm 
Heavy 
Domestic 
Clic 

Laminate 

From 

£4.98m 2 

incVAT 


8 mm 
Heavy 
Domestic 
4-V-Groove 
Laminate 

From 

£6.99m 2 

incVAT 


12 mm 
Domestic & 
Commercial 
Use 

4-V-Groove 

Laminate 

From 

£9.98m 2 

incVAT 


VISIT OUR STORE FOR MANY OTHER OFFERS 


| js Easy Floors K 


m nn 



Easy Floors, 202 Dudley Road, 
Halesowen B63 3NR • 0121 585 8348 

(Next to The Big Pet Store) 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 7pm, 

Sat 9am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm 
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In search 
of the 260 
musketeers 
in Norway 

ONE of the oldest mammals to stomp 
our planet, musk oxen are a triumph of 
nature. Sarah Marshall visits Norway’s 
Dovrefjell National Park, where the hardy 
Arctic animals have become an unusual 
tourist attraction 

IMPLAUSIBLE as it may seem, it is possible to over¬ 
heat in temperatures of minus 10C. 

I discover this while heav¬ 
ing up a steep-sided valley in 
Norway’s Dovrefjell National 
Park, smashing my rack¬ 
et-shaped snowshoes against 
the indomitable terrain as if 
I’m serving an ace. 

Peeling away sodden layers 
of merino wool like shells of 
an onion, globules of sweat 
drip from my brow and freeze. 

I’d glug from my water 
bottle if it wasn’t an ice- 
lolly; eating snow is the only 
thirst-quenching option. 

We’ve been trekking 
for three hours, spiralling 
through brittle, life-drained forests and over smooth, 
snow-blanketed granite mounds, in search of the park’s 
enigmatic but dangerously volatile resident - musk ox. 

Roughly 260 of these ancient Arctic mammals graze 
here year-round, sweeping the mountains with a 
scraggy mass of unkempt hair and mopping up lichen, 
moss and grass in the process. 

Contemporaries of the woolly mammoth, their resil¬ 
ience is remarkable; occupying this planet three times 
as long as Homo sapiens, they’ve weathered ice ages, 
human hunting and disease. 

But this Norwegian community is much younger. 

In the 1920s, musk oxen bones were discovered dur¬ 
ing the railroad construction in nearby town Oppdal, 
suggesting conditions would be favourable for their 
reintroduction. 

Ten animals were shipped from Greenland in the 
1930s, although most were shot and eaten during the 
Second World War. Allegedly, one was even presented 
to Hitler as a trophy. 

A second group successfully settled between 1947 
and 1953, and were largely ignored by science. 

Twenty years ago, Johan Schonheyder from Musk 
Ox Safari began guiding tourists to see the Bovidae 
beasts (who are actually closer relatives to sheep than 
cows). 

Most people come in sum¬ 
mer, when clement weather 
makes hikes much easier and 
females come down to the 
river Driva to give birth, but 
winter visits are on the rise. 

The chance to see liv¬ 
ing remnants of prehistory 
against a backdrop of pas¬ 
tel-daubed Nordic skies is too 
good a photographic opportu¬ 
nity to miss. 

A day earlier, I’d arrived in 
Trondheim, the entry point to 
Norway’s central Trondelag 
region, and the country’s former Viking capital. 

Colourful clapperboard stilt houses draw visitors 
to 18th century wharves on the river Nidelva, a short 
walk from Nidaros Cathedral, built on the burial site 
of national hero St Olav. 

Trondelag is also Norway’s wild region, where hunt¬ 
ers have thrived for centuries and untamed animals 
continue to prosper, and a two-hour drive along the E6 
soon leads me to Oppdal. 

By the time we find our quarry - a herd of 27 ani¬ 
mals with a six-month-old calf - it’s already late and 
buttercup streams of sunlight are stretching out our 
shadows. Horns flicking upwards like sinister pigtails, 
one incredible hulk bears his side profile in a defensive 
stance. Being mowed down by something the size and 
speed of a snowmobile is enough to send me recoiling 
from our 80 metre “safe” distance. 

Knowing we have a second stab at finding them the 
following day, we ride home on fading rays of daylight. 

There’s news a group of musk oxen have been spot¬ 
ted closer to the road, and with a dog, Tell, to drag our 
belongings in a pulk (sled) the hike promises to be less 
arduous. 

After just one hour, we find four males bunched 
defensively in a bachelor group. This particular pop¬ 
ulation is protected within the park boundaries, but 
once numbers swell and they stray outside, shooting 
is deemed a necessity. Last year, 10 ended up on the 
table as sausages. 

When the wind picks up, we take our cue to leave. 
But the musk oxen are going nowhere. Brute strength 
is enough to surpass this storm. 

They are, after all, one of our planet’s true survivors. 





SITUATED on the Mediterranean 
coast, sandwiched in between 
Provence and the Spanish bor¬ 
der, the Languedoc region has 
long been a favourite tourist des¬ 
tination among the French. 

Its charms are being appreciat¬ 
ed more and more by us Brits, at¬ 
tracted by the great weather and 
centuries of culture and tradition. 

Admittedly the increasing number of 
cheap flights available to the centrally lo¬ 
cated Beziers Cap d’Agde Airport also add 
to the allure. 

When I arrived there for a half-term fam¬ 
ily break the temperature was still in the 
early 20s, and the fact that October is very 
much the off-season for Languedoc made it 
the perfect time to explore the region away 
from the madding crowds of summer. 

Our base was Sunelia’s vast Le Domaine 
de la Dragonniere, a campsite located a 
stone’s throw from the airport that is more 
of a fully functioning village, complete with 
shops, bars, various eateries and dozens 
of activities, including swimming, cycling, 
football and dancing. 

Our luxurious cabin was surrounded 
by palm trees and featured ah mod cons. 
There’s even an outdoor barbecue, although 
it was the good old fashioned hammock in 
the spacious front garden that proved par¬ 
ticularly popular with the kids. 

It would be quite easy to while away the 
hours within the confines of the site, espe¬ 
cially given the excellent swimming pools 
and water slides, but there is far too much 
to do and see in Languedoc for that to be 
an option. 

The pretty commune of Portiragnes is 
well worth a visit. The town itself features 
a couple of decent restaurants, one of which 
served us up a magnificent cassoulet, the 
delicious slow cooked meat stew that is a 
speciality of the region. 

Beziers itself has grown into a bustling 
town surrounded by shopping malls and 
industrial sites, but many of its surround¬ 
ing villages represent some of the region’s 


HOLIDAYS 


Report by Peter Madeley 


finest spots. Pezenas is stunning, featuring 
more than 30 protected “historical monu¬ 
ments” including the romanesque Church 
of Saint-Jean-de-Bebian, and the beauti¬ 
fully restored theatre, which contains sou¬ 
venirs of the esteemed playwright and actor 
Moliere. 

The spectacular walled town of Carcas¬ 
sonne, around an hour’s drive from Beziers, 
is well worth a visit. 

Europe’s oldest fortified town - deserv¬ 
edly classed as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site - takes the breath away on the ap¬ 
proach along the winding main road. 

No trip to the region would be complete 
without a visit to one of the hundreds of 
vineyards. It produces a third of the total 
wine production in France, and boasts some 
of the country’s finest vintages. 

They have made wine at Chateau 
Sainte-Eulalie for more than 100 years, but 
the estate has only really gained its repu¬ 
tation for excellence since Isabelle Coustal 
and her husband Laurent took over in 1996. 

Sitting just outside the tiny village of La 
Liviniere, the site contains 34 hectares of 
vines and produces six high quality wines, 
including four reds, a white and a rose. 
Most of the picking is done by machine, be¬ 
fore the grapes are sorted by hand and put 
through the fermentation process in either 
concrete tanks or oak barrels. 

Sadly the treading of the grapes is now 
a ritual consigned to the past but it is still 
fascinating to see the grapes’ journey from 
yard to bottle. 

Mme Coustal is an excellent host, and it 
is not long before we are ensconced at the 
cellar doors sampling the winery’s sumptu¬ 
ous wares. 

Another experience for the must-do list 
is to visit one of the region’s many caves. 
Grotte de Clamouse, situated off the D4 
around 10 miles north west of Clermont 
l’Herault, is a huge network of jaw-drop- 
pingly spectacular caves. 



The stunning medieval walled city of Carcassonne is one hour’s drive from Beziers 


Beaches and so much more to see in Queensland 


KAREN Bowerman visits the 
Gold Coast, where the Com¬ 
monwealth Games will be held 
in 2018 

IT’S November, and in the searing heat 
of Australia’s Gold Coast, I’m attend¬ 
ing the unveiling of the 2018 Common¬ 
wealth Games baton. 

Taking place in a hotel auditorium in 
Broadbeach, a small district just south of 
Surfers Paradise, up on stage, local kids 
in fluorescent hot pants perform high 
kicks and back flips, as a giant, bright 
blue koala - the mascot of the Games 
- dances among them. This month, the 
baton begins its journey from Bucking- 
Blue waves rolling on Surfers Paradise beach ham Palace through the nations and ter¬ 



ritories of the Commonwealth. It’ll carry 
a message from the Queen, inscribed on 
paper made from Australian spinifex 
grass. Some 288 days and 230,000km 
later, it’ll be back on the Gold Coast for 
the start of the 2018 Games. 

The baton is a sleek, narrow loop, 
made from the region’s native maca- 
damia wood found on its mountains, 
and reclaimed plastic gathered from its 
shores. There’s a strip of reflective stain¬ 
less steel, said to evoke the coast’s iconic 
skyscrapers, and flashing LED lights, to 
symbolise the energy (certainly evident 
in ah those high kicks) of the people who 
call the region home. 

The Gold Coast is made up of 57km of 
surf-soaked beaches, 66km south of Bris¬ 
bane in Queensland, eastern Australia. 


Each morning, I sit on my balcony and 
watch the Pacific Ocean pound the shore. 
But while the coast is known for surfing, 
there are plenty of other ways to enjoy 
the water, too. 

Some 10 kilometres north of Broad¬ 
beach is The Broadwater, an area of 
ocean protected by islands, where Steve 
from Australian Kayak Adventures runs 
paddling tours. 

Beyond the shore is what locals call 
“the green behind the gold” - the re¬ 
gion’s hinterland, defined by the Scenic 
Rim, an area surrounded by volcanic 
mountains. 

From just outside Canungra, a rural 
township 25km inland from Surfers Par¬ 
adise, I take in the forests and farmland 
from the sky in a hot air balloon. 





































TEENAGE MARKET at RED HOUSE GLASS CONE 


Saturday 25 March 10am - 4pm 

Original crafts by young people, just in time 
for last minute Mother’s Day gifts 

FREE parking and admission 

Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 




Call 01384 812750 or visit 


www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums R Red House Glass Cone *@redhousecone Dudley 
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an arena.. ? 


It's not Imoossible 




appearing on X Factor, and reveals he has 
~ ( plans to pen an autobiography that will 
, also serve as a self-help book for fans 
who endure similar issues. 

Music’s helped him cope with his 
anxiety, he says, and he wants to use his 
public platform to inspire others who feel 
overwhelmed. 

“I’m really passionate about it and 
I really care,” James explains. “My 
message to those that do have it 
[anxiety] is, I know regular things can 
be so difficult - going to the 
shop, just going outside - but 
I’m doing it. And I’m having 
to go out and be judged 
by it and by the world. So 
if I can travel to France 
and play a gig in a train 
station with thousands 
of people around, then 
you can get up and go 
to the shop, buy a pint 
of milk and you will 
survive, you’ll be all 
right.” 

As for returning 
to Syco - the label 
reportedly wanted 
him back after 
Simon Cowell 
listened to James’s 
second record - 
the singer says he 
initially wanted to 
reject their offer, but 
relented because he’s 
a ‘sucker for a story’. 
“When they asked 
r me to come back, 

I thought, ‘Well I’m 
number one on iTunes 
already, so f**k you’, 
but I’m a massive 
fan of fairy tales and 
i underdog stories. I’m the 




Ipushed everyone 
away, I ignored 
everyone. It was 
just me and Jess 


one person in history that they came back to, I like that 
that will be written, it’s a bit of an ego thing. 

“I felt like I had to prove myself to them, to let them 
know how good I am, how mature I’ve become and how 
much I’ve grown up.” 

For James, that sense of maturity means having more 
diplomacy when dealing with the label’s A&R - those 
responsible for looking after musicians and their output. 

“I’d never experienced A&R before and it p***ed me 
off. I hated A&R. I was like, ‘Don’t tell me how to make 
music, I’ve just won The X Factor, have a bit of faith in 
me - I’m James Arthur, I’m the best thing that’s ever come 
from this show. I’m gonna make you a lot of money’,” he 
admits. 

“But that’s not how it works. If you’re signed to a major 
label, you have an A&R, they do have to give opinions 
and if I was left to structure songs, we’d have eight- 
minute, obscure left-of-centre tracks.” 

Fle’s pleased that Back From The Edge’s success 
means he can now perform some different songs live. No 
doubt his fans felt the same; James’s UK tour sold out in 
just over 10 minutes. 

“We could’ve done arenas this time,” he says, “but I’m 
happy because I love to do those packed out rooms.” 

If his current winning streak continues, he’ll be playing 
those arena tours in no time... 

• James plays 02 Academy Birmingham on Friday. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


H e’s the first to admit he 
could have ended up 
on the ‘scrapheap’ for 
good, but James Arthur is 
reclaiming his dreams. The 
singer talks to The Ticket 
about growing up, and why arena tours 
and a self-help book are up next. 

The night before the Brits last month, James tweeted 
that if anyone had told him a year ago he’d be up for two 
awards, his response would have been, ‘F**k off. 

And who could blame him? His tumultuous period after 
winning The X Factor back in 2012 was well-documented. 

Fie rowed with fellow musicians online, offended the 
LGBT community and got dropped by Syco, Simon 
Cowell’s record label. 

It all read like a tale of self-destruction, rather than one 
of music success. 

But now the Middlesbrough-born 29-year-old is back 
- and as far as surprise turnarounds go, he’s crafted a 
career-revival that bows down only to Craig David’s. He’ll 
bring his solo tour to plays Birmingham’s 02 Academy 
on Friday, March 24, and is on the line-up for V Festival in 
Weston Park in August. 

James may not have taken any gongs home from 
the Brits but says it was an ‘honour’ to be nominated. 
Before that, his sophomore album, Back From The Edge 
- released in October, shot to number one in the charts, 
as did lead single Say You Won’t Let Go; he’s back on the 
books at Syco, and has just started on a UK tour that runs 
throughout March. 


MELTDOWN 


“It’s mind-blowing,” he mutters softly, rolling his rings 
around his fingers as he speaks. 

“At the Brits two years ago, Jimmy Carr got up and 
made some crack about me having a meltdown, and 
I remember watching it, thinking, ‘I am a joke in this 
country, there’s no coming back from this’. 

“Not only was I an X Factor winner that got / 
dropped by Syco, and when that happens you’re i 
never heard of again, but everyone thought I was 
a clown. I was in those ‘where are they now’ 
articles and I was like, ‘F**k me, I’m that guy, 

I’m on the scrapheap’.” 

James credits his escape from the 
overcrowded pop scrapheap to a spirit forged 
through his unbalanced upbringing. 

“I remember when my parents put me up 
for foster care and no one gave a f**k about 
me. I’ve been a survivor for so many years, 

I’ve always felt like I’ve been trying to 
survive and always found a way to 
climb out of the s**t. That’s just 
been a theme of my life, it’s the j 
mentality I’ve had to get out of ‘ 
the mire.” 

Opening up about that 
journey - from living in a 
bedsit, to winning The X 
Factor, and then watching 
it all crumble down around 
him - he says it left him 
feeling 40 or 50 years old. 

“It’s like I’ve been 
around for a long time, 
and to some people it 
might seem a bit bizarre 
me saying, ‘I’m back from 
the edge’, but it is wild 
when you think about it.” k 

Fie says the comeback 
was fuelled by his on/off 
girlfriend, professional ' 
dancer Jessica Grist. 

“I pushed everyone 
away, I ignored everyone. It 
was just me and Jess, who 
was so supportive and helped 
me through a million panic 
attacks and a million calling 
ambulances.” 

James has suffered from 
‘crippling’ panic attacks since first 




































Rock stalwarts spring back 
after release of album Winter 


STALWARTS of the alternative rock 
scene for more than 35 years, New 
Model Army are back with a tour 
that brings them to Bilston’s Robin 2 
venue on Saturday. 

The tour comes after releasing latest album 
Winter with customary contrariness at the 
height of last summer. 

Formed by Justin Sullivan in Bradford in 
1980, New Model Army’s beginnings were 
inspired by punk rock and the incendiary 
atmosphere of the times. 

Since then, they have had a long, creative 
and eventful journey. They have been 
massively influential in post-punk, folk-rock, 
political-rock, goth, metal and all kinds of 


musical sub-cultures but have steadfastly 
refused to belong to any club that would have 
them as members. 

NMA have built up an almost religious 
devotion amongst fans. Having grasped early 
on that the Internet was going to revolutionise 
the music industry, from the mid-1990s 
they set out on the now fashionable wholly 
independent path of controlling all aspects of 
their output. As a result, they have outlasted 
most of their peers. 

Winter was released on the band’s own 
Attack Attack label. This album saw New 
Model Army receive the best critical response 
of their career and top 30 chart positions in 
UK and Germany. 

The album is a powerful and emotionally 


intense body of work. Says founder, lead 
singer and main songwriter Justin Sullivan: 

“I think Winter has a really strong identity. It 
is very much the sound of people in difficult 
places, something that so many of us can 
relate to at the moment, on a lot of different 
levels. We made a deliberate choice in mixing 
it to sound more aggressive and a little less 
polished.” 

Originally formed as a three piece, the 
current five piece features Michael Dean on 
drums, Dean White on keyboards and guitar, 
Marshall Gill on guitar and Ceri Monger on 
bass. 

Tickets for New Model Army, supported by 
Under A Banner, at the Robin 2 cost £20 in 
advance or £22 on the door. 


I'm just a normal bloke 
- Mouth of the South 


AFTER a sell-out autumn tour, the 
star of BBC TV’s Live At The Apollo, 
Mock The Week and Channel 4’s 8 
Out Of 10 Cats, Rob Beckett is back 
on the road touring the UK. 

The 31-year-old comic from South London, 
nicknamed ‘the Mouth of the South’ due to 
his toothy grin, is one of the most popular 
comedians in the country, quick-witted with a 
matey likability. 

“I just try and be a normal bloke,” observes 
Rob, who is the popular host of the Absolute 
Radio show, Rock’n’Roll Football. 

“At the end of the day, we’re just chatting 
on stage. I’m genuinely grateful that people 
come to see me. If it wasn’t for the audience, 

I wouldn’t have a jet-wash, I’d just have an 
ordinary hose! 

“I’ve done hundreds of low-paid jobs in 


my time. I used to work in a flower market 
carrying around bags of compost. So the fact 
that I can now put my face on a poster and 
people will turn up for the show makes me so 
pleased.” 

The comedian, who between 2012 and 
2014 co-presented ITV2 spin-off show I’m a 
Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! NOW!, says 
his rapport with audiences stems from his 
natural curiousity. 

“I’m just nosey! I love talking to the 
audience and getting them involved. I really 
like hearing their stories.” 

Another element that keeps his Mouth of 
the South show fresh is the fact that Rob’s 
material is constantly evolving. 

The stand-up says:”l don’t want to be living 
in fear of altering a routine. I’d rather change 
it and let it progress. I enjoy that much more. 
That’s how I can do 200 shows on a tour 
because it’s always growing and changing. 



If I didn’t do that, I’d 
have gone mad by now.” 

On tour Rob will be covering such down-to- 
earth, subjects as holidays, Christmas, cold 
calls and nights out. His routines are taken 
from his own life. 

“I enjoy making people laugh. I’m as funny 
as I can be for 90 minutes. I try and take 
people’s minds off things for an hour and a 
half. If you ever stop enjoying that, that’s the 
moment to give up.” 

He adds: “Before I did stand-up, I’d always 
been rubbish at everything. I was doing all 
sorts of terrible jobs on the minimum wage 
and living in a grotty flat in Lewisham. 

“Then I started doing comedy, and all of a 
sudden I finally found something I was good 
at and I’m not letting it go.” 

Rob comes to Birmingham Town Hall on 
Saturday (April 8). See www.thsh.co.uk or call 
0121 780 3333. 


Brothers set to spread 
some joy at 02 Institute 

INFLUENTIAL Scottish rock band The 
Jesus & Mary Chain, AKA Reid brothers 
Jim and William (pictured), release 
Damage and Joy, their first album for 
19 years today and play Birmingham 
02 Institute on March 31. 

The Blossoms had a great 2016, 
playing Glastonbury, headlining 
their first UK tour and hitting the 
nol spot with their eponymous debut 
album. See them at Birmingham 02 
Academy on Wednesday (March 29). 

Let’s hope it’s T-shirt weather when 
Liverpool’s indie popsters Circa Waves play 
Brum’s 02 Institute on Thursday (March 30), following the release 
this month of second album Different Creatures. 


Acerbic Lee set to 
provide comedy 

AFTER several years of his BBC TV 
show Stewart Lee’s Comedy Vehicl 
Content Provider is acerbic 
Shropshire-born Lee’s first new 
full-length show since the award¬ 
winning Carpet Remnant World. 

It is being staged at the 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, on 
Monday and Tuesday night. 

Other comedy highlights are 
in Wolverhampton with Ignacio 
Lopez and Simon Emanuel at the 
Grand Theatre’s Encore Lounge 
tomorrow (Friday); then Harry Hill’s 

sometime assistant and Albert Square resident Charlie Baker at 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms on Saturday. 





Solid Silver 60's Tour 

& Liverpool 


| Sat 13 May 



» Coach travel with 
reserved seating 
throughout 

* One night dinner, bed 
& breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• Visit to Liverpool 

» Admission to Solid Silver 60's Tour - live at the 
Liverpool Philharmonic. 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Sat 15 Apr Thriller Live & Historic York.£99 

Wed 26 Apr Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons.£139 

Sat 6 May Dirty Dancing & Historic York.£129 

Sat 6 May Professor Brian Cox - Live in Liverpool.£119 

Fri 12 May Micky Flanagan - Live ib&bi.£119 

Sat 13 May The Commitments & Historic York.£119 

Sat 13 May Ken Dodd & Liverpool Special.£99 

Sat 13 May The Crucible - Live In Manchester.£99 

Fri 19 May Harry Potter and The Philosopher’s Stone - Live in Concert. £139 

Fri 19 May Elvis World Tour - Live in Liverpool.£99 

Sat 20 May London & Star Wars Identities at the 02 .£99 

Sat 20 May Million Dollar Quartet - Live in Manchester.£99 

Sat 20 May Billy Elliot & Historic Chester.£139 

Sat 27 May Adam Ant - Live in Concert.£119 


NATIONAL 


Sports Breaks 


2 DAY SPORT BREAKS 

Thu 13 Apr Betway Premier League Darts - Live!.£99 

Sat 15 Apr Liverpool & Haydock Races - Easter Special. £99 

Sat 13 May Liverpool & Haydock Races.£99 

Sat 13 May Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi.£99 

Sat 20 May FA Vase & FA Trophy Finals - Wembley ib&bi.£99 

Sat 20 May British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park.. £119 

Sat 27 May Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Sat 10 Jun London & Polo In The Park ib&bi.£119 

Sat 10 Jun Netball Super league - The Final Four.£119 

Sat 1 Jul Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Wed 2 Aug Manchester United Stadium Tour & Liverpool. £99 

Sat 5 Aug Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Sat 5 Aug England v South Africa - Old Trafford.£129 

Sat 18 Oct England vs West Indies 0DI - Old Trafford.... £119 



Sat 3 June 

£79 

Sat 28 Oct £79 

Sat 5 Aug 

£79 



Coach travel throughout 
Reserved seating throughout your break 
One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

Visit to York 

• Admission to the family enclosure at Doncaster 
Racecourse. 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe . 




• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating on 
your holiday coach 

• Three nights bed and 
continental breakfast at the Hotel Mercure, 
Dusseldorf Kaarst 

• All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Two full days admission to the Techno Classica 
Essen 2017 


4/5 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 3 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi.... £319 
Mon 3 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi... £319 

Mon 3 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam.£249 

Mon 3 Apr 5 Maastricht & Three Countries Inclusive.£259 

Mon 3 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at Dream Castle ib&bi .. £379 

Fri 7 Apr 4 Ostend Inclusive Weekend.£199 

Fri 7 Apr 4 Ostend & Bruges City Break ib&bi.£169 

Mon 10 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi.... £329 
Mon 10 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi.... £319 
Mon 10 Apr 4 Disneyland Paris at the Magic Circus ib&bi.... £389 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam.£249 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Paris Seine Cruise & Versailles.£299 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal.£219 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive.£249 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Mon 3 Apr Flying Scotsman Special.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special.. £119 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show.£99 

Sat 22 Apr Emmerdale Studio Experience.£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show ib&bi.£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath .£99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show ib&bi.£169 

Sat 27 May Truckfest Spectacular & Oxford.£99 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show & Liverpool.£79 

Sat 24 Jun Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

Sat 24 Jun Harlow Carr Flower Show.£99 

Sat 24 Jun Paul Hollywoods Make & Bake Festival.£99 



| Sun 22 AprT 


• Coach travel 
throughout 

• Reserved seating 
throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Visit to Stratford upon Avon 

• Visit to the Cotswolds 1940's Event with 
inclusive train journey. 


for all the family! 


Polar Bears, Penguins 

& Kingdom of Ice ! 

m 

Sat 15 Apr £99 

Sat 29 Jul 

£99 

Sat 20 May £99 

Sat 26 Aug 

£99 

Sat 17 Jun £99 

Sat 16 Sep 

£99 

1 

• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select hotel 

• Included admission to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park to 
visit the Polar Bears and numerous other animals 

• Included admission to the stunning 'Deep' where 
visitors can enjoy a unique interactive experience. 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Thu 13 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular ib&bi.£119 

Sat 15 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 

Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 

Sat 29 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise £99 

Sat 13 May London Zoo & Thames River Cruise.£119 

Sat 20 May London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor... £99 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime ... £89 

Sat 10 Jun London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 10 Jun London Zoo & Thames River Cruise.£119 

Sat 10 Jun Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise.. £99 

Sat 24 Jun Legoland Spectacular ib&bi.£119 



MANY MORE 
breaks available... 


NATIONAL 

HOLIDAYS 
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All Round to Mrs Brown's 
(BBC1, 9.15pm) 

New series. Mrs Brown's Boys 
creator, writer and star Brendan 
O'Carroll dons Agnes's famous 
cardigan and curlers once 
again, throwing open the doors 
of the larger-than-life Irish 
matriarch's home to host a 
Saturday night chat show, 
filmed in front of a live studio 
audience. Inviting friends, 
family and special guests to join 
her in the sitting room, Mrs 
Brown stages mischievous 
stunts, and gives a few celebrity 
visitors a piece of her mind. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 12.30 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Bargain Hunt. 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.15 Wallace & Gromit: A 
Matter of Loaf and Death. (R) 3.45 Film: 
Brave. (2012) Animated fantasy, with the 
voice of Kelly Macdonald. 5.10 Who 
Dares Wins. 5.50 BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present. (R) 

6.55 Let’s Sing and Dance for Comic 
Relief. After three weeks of 
enthusiastic mimicry, the comedy- 
themed musical talent show draws 
to a close. Mel Giedroyc and Sue 
Perkins are on hand to present a live 
grand final, in which the six most 
popular celebrity performers from 
the previous three rounds battle it 
out. Back on March 4, first-round 
judges Katharine Ryan, Jo Brand 
and Frank Skinner were suitably 
impressed by Sara Pascoe’s 
acrobatic turn as Chandelier singer 
Sia, while the public were wowed by 
Rickie Haywood and Melvin 
Odoom’s 1990s-era Will Smith 
medley. These two acts became the 
first to grab a confirmed place in the 
final, and tonight, they perform 
alongside their rivals from 
successive weeks to determine 
which off-beat performance will 
ultimately be named the winner. 
Taking a seat on the panel this week 
are Rufus Hound and Jason 
Manford, while Zara Larsson and 
Dua Lipa perform. Last in the series. 
8.25 Casualty. Robyn’s baby daughter 
is rushed into NICU following her 
premature birth, and the new 
mother struggles to decide 
whether to follow her head or her 
heart when it comes to treatment. 

9.15 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. New 
series. Brendan O’Carroll steps 
into the guise of Agnes Brown 
once again to host a Saturday 
night chat show, featuring 
mischievous stunts and 
appearances by celebrity visitors. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.35 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World’s End. (2007) Fantasy 
adventure sequel, with Johnny 
Depp and Geoffrey Rush. 

2.10 (BST) Weather for the Week Ahead. 

2.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.20 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.05 
Film: A Damsel in Distress. (1937) 8.40 
Film: Hue and Cry. (1947) 10.00 
Growing Up Wild: Natural World. (R) 
11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 

12.00 Two Greedy Italians: Still Hungry. 
(R) 1.00 War Films, Talking Pictures. (R) 

I. 45 Film: The Wooden Horse. (1950) 
Fact-based Second World War drama, 
starring Leo Genn. 3.25 Flog It! (R) 4.00 
University Challenge. (R) 4.30 Only 
Connect. (R) 5.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 

5.30 Puerto Rico - Island of 
Enchantment: Natural World. (R) 

6.30 Wild Ireland: The Edge of the 
World. Part two of two. (R) 

7.30 When Lynn Barber Met Phyllida 
Barlow. Veteran journalist Lynn 
Barber interviews sculptor and art 
teacher Phyllida Barlow, 30 years 
after they first met as young 
mothers living in North London. 

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish 

Islands. Paul Murton crosses the 
great natural harbour of Scapa 
Flow to the island of Flotta, before 
heading round the main Island of 
Orkney to Stronsay. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring gives the 
platoon a lecture in 
communications and his men have 
an opportunity to put what they 
have learnt into action when an 
enemy aircraft ditches in a 
reservoir. (R) 

9.00 Paula Rego: Secrets and 
Stories. Making use of new 
interviews and a vast archive of 
home video, film-maker Nick 
Willing compiles an intimate 
portrait of his mother, the 
celebrated painter Paula Rego. 
While Rego has been notoriously 
private and guarded about her 
personal life, she opens up to her 
son, discussing secrets and 
stories from her live, which has 
seen her battle fascism, misogyny 
in art world, and manic 
depression. Willing’s film dictates 
his mother’s story from her native 
Portugal, where she used her 
pictures as a weapon against 
dictatorship, through to settling in 
London, where she turned her 
craft toward tackling women’s 
issues such as abortion rights. 

10.30 Ql XL. 

II. 15Film: The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist. (2012) Drama, 
starring Riz Ahmed and Liev 
Schreiber. 

2.15 Film: (BST) Albatross. (2011) 3.40 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Alphabetical. (R) 10.30 Film: Carry 
On Follow That Camel. (1967) 12.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 Film: Horrid 
Henry: The Movie. (2011) Children’s 
comedy, starring Theo Stevenson. 2.10 
All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 3.00 
Bargain Shop Wars. (R) 3.30 Tipping 
Point. (R) 4.30 The Chase. (R) 5.25 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.40 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Unlimited. 

Harry Hill narrates. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 

Takeaway. The entertainer duo try 
their hands at archery in Ant v Dec, 
and Take That join the pair for a 
special End of the Show Show. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The sought-after 
contract with Polydor Records 
becomes ever more tangible a goal 
as the eight remaining would-be 
pop icons enter the semi-final. 
Having survived auditions, the 
battle rounds, the knockout stage 
and the quarter-finals, the 
contestants should be more than a 
little familiar with the pressures of 
a live performance. However, with 
a place in the grand final in the 
offing, the pressure has never 
been higher for the singers. As 
always, coaches William, Tom 
Jones, Gavin Rossdaleand 
Jennifer Hudson are on hand to 
deliver their verdicts on each 
performer’s voice-work, and 
ultimately cut the number of 
hopeful stars by half, as only four 
competitors can progress through 
to the final. Emma Willis provides 
viewers with access to all the 
backstage drama and on-stage 
reactions as events unfold. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Lethal Weapon. A string of 
neighbourhood burglaries hits 
close to home for Murtaugh. (R) 
11. 35The Chase. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247.4.00 (BST) Who’s 
Doing the Dishes? (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 Mobil 
1 The Grid. 7.10 British Rally 
Championship. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 
Extreme Food. 1.00 Formula 1 Australian 
Grand Prix Qualifying Highlights. 2.50 
The Restoration Man. (R) 3.35 A Place in 
the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel only have a few weeks to 
prepare for their wedding, but the 
chateau is nowhere near ready to 
receive the 200 guests they have 
invited and finding reliable, 
affordable workers is proving 
difficult. Dick oversees the 
damming of the moat and the 
installation of a new, eco-friendly 
sewage system, while Angel turns 
her attention to giving the rooms a 
distinctive decor. Last in the 
series. (R) 

8.00 Film: The Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel. (2011) Seven English 
pensioners looking for a fresh 
start are drawn to an advert for a 
hotel in the Indian city of Jaipur, 
and plan to spend their retirement 
there. They arrive to find the 
building dilapidated but are won 
over by the enthusiastic young 
manager, and each embarks on 
their own adventures in the city. 
Comedy drama, starring Judi 
Dench, Bill Nighy, Maggie Smith 
and Dev Patel. 

10.25 Film: Robin Hood. (2010) An 

archer returning from the crusades 
faces a plot by a traitorous knight 
to bring about a French conquest 
of England. Medieval adventure, 
with Russell Crowe and Cate 
Blanchett. 

2.00 (BST) Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. Part one of two. 

Gordon Ramsay visits Mill Street Bistro 
in Norwalk, Ohio, where he encounters a 
difficult owner who claims he has the 
best menu from New York to Los 
Angeles. (R) 2.50 The Last Leg. Singer- 
songwriter James Blunt joins Adam Hills, 
Josh Widdicombe and Alex Brooker for a 
comic review of the significant moments 
of the past seven days. (R) 3.50 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.30 Access. 10.35 On 
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 11.30 On 
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 12.30 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 1.30 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 2.30 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 3.30 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.30 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 5.30 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.25 NCIS. The first instalment of a 
two-part crossover with NCIS: 

New Orleans, in which the DC 
team co-operates with their 
Louisiana counterparts to catch a 
poisoner. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: New Orleans. The final part 
of a crossover with the original 
NCIS series. Ellie Bishop heads to 
New Orleans to help Pride track 
down the person responsible for 
the aircraft murders. (R) 

8.00 NCIS. The team suspects foul play 
when a seaman who was set to 
testify before a grand jury dies 
before he can make his court 
appearance. When it becomes 
clear the man was murdered, the 
subsequent investigation reveals 
that a previously thwarted human¬ 
trafficking ring has been re¬ 
established. Meanwhile, a storm 
causes a massive power outage, 
and McGee seeks a room for the 
night among his colleagues. Naval 
crime drama, starring Sean 
Murray. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Celebrity Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Contributors including 
Union J’s Jaymi Hensley, Vanessa 
Feltz, Carole Malone, Adam Rickitt 
and Carol Decker recall the 
popstars, actors, comedians and 
even astronauts embroiled in 
everything from sex scandals to 
televised meltdowns. Unflattering 
episodes featured include Jimmy 
Carr’s public shaming for tax 
avoidance, Naomi Campbell’s 
blood diamond debacle, Justin Lee 
Collins’s career-stopping 
harassment conviction and Leo 
Sayer’s “clean pants” rant in the 
Celebrity Big Brother house. Plus, 
Dustin Diamond, of Saved by the 
Bell fame, reveals the truth behind 
his ill-judged sex tape and veteran 
newsreader Ed Mitchell describes 
how alcoholism left him homeless. 

11.55 Access. 

12.05 SuperCasino. 4.10 Film: (BST) 
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt. (2009) 

5.50 Angels of Jarm.(R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain’s Outlaws: Highwaymen, 
Pirates and Rogues 8.00 Timewatch: The 
Last Days of World War One 9.00 Follow 
the Money 11.00 Top of the Pops: 1983 

12.15 Blondie: One Way or Another 2.30 
(BST) Blondie’s New York and the Making 
of Parallel Lines 3.20 Big in America: 
British Hits in the USA 4.20 Sounds of 
the Eighties 4.50 Close 

ITV2 

11.35 Britain’s Got Talent: Ant and Dec’s 
Top 10 Moments 12.35 Take Me Out 1.50 
Film: Rumour Has It (2005) 2.50 FYI 
Daily 2.55 Film: Rumour Has It (2005) 
3.55 Mr Bean 5.05 Film: Despicable Me 
(201 0)6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 7.00 Scorpion 
8.00 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 9.00 
FYI Daily 9.05 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 10.00 Family Guy 10.30 Celebrity 
Juice Live 11.35 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 2.00 (BST) American 
Dad! 2.25 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.35 Inspector Morse 1.50 Hans 
Christian Andersen: My Life as a Fairy 
Tale 3.35 Rosemary & Thyme 4.40 A 
Touch of Frost 7.00 Midsomer Murders 
9.00 Lewis 11.00 Rising Damp Forever 
12.00 Wycliffe 2.05 (BST) ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 The Big Fish Off 12.00 Fishing 
Impossible 1.00 Pawn Stars 1.30 ITV 
Racing Live from Newbury and Kelso. 
Coverage of today’s race meetings at 
Newbury and Kelso. 4.00 Pawn Stars 

6.15 Fierce 7.25 World Cup Qualifier 
Live. Portugal v Hungary (Kick-off 
7.45pm). 10.00 An Audience with Billy 
Connolly 11.05 Film: Assassins (1995) 
12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: Assassins 

(1 995) 2.45 (BST) ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 

Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Black-ish 1.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
2.00 Film: Addams Family Values (1993) 
4.00 The Goldbergs 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Prometheus (2012) 
11.30 Gogglebox 12.35 Bizarre ER 2.35 
(BST) Rude Tube 3.35 The Goldbergs 
4.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 4.45 
Melissa & Joey 5.05 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 Paddington (2014) 2.50 City of 
Ember (2008) 4.40 Brewster’s Millions 
(1985) 6.45 School of Rock (2003) 9.00 
This Is England (2006) 11.05 Dead Man’s 
Shoes (2004) 12.45 Daredevil (2003) 

3.55 (BST) Close 









































SUNDAY’S TV MARCH 26 


CHOICE 


BBC2 



27 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Line of Duty 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

New series. Thandie Newton 
stars in the fourth instalment 
of the crime drama as a 
detective on the trail of a 
serial killer. She is determined 
to catch the culprit as soon 
as possible and prove her worth 
to her superiors - but a 
colleague fears her efforts may 
have led to a miscarriage of 
justice, and alerts the AC-12 
team to the situation. Jason 
Watkins, Lee Ingleby, Adrian 
Dunbar, Vicky McClure, Simon 
Millar, Elva Trill and Frank 
Cannon also star. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Flog It! (R) 2.15 Countryfile Spring 
Diaries. (R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 4.00 Songs of Praise. 4.35 Shop 
Well for Less? (R) 5.35 The Best of Red 
Nose Day. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. This week’s show 
comes from Denbighshire, where 
Matt baker meets one of the 
country’s most successful sheep 
farmers while Ellie Harrison 
observes the spring mating rituals 
of grouse and goes in search of 
adders on the moorland. Sean 
Fletcher meets an artist who 
makes edible flowers, Adam 
Henson visits a college in Cumbria 
that provides a sheepdog training 
course, and Tom Heap examines 
the future of British farming. 
Including weather for the week 
ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Burton 
Constable Hall near Hull, which is 
home to a collection of treasures. 
Objects brought in to be valued 
include a ship’s anchor that was 
found in a garden pond, a medal 
awarded to sailor for helping to 
recover Captain Scott’s ship from 
the Antarctic in 1901, some 17th- 
century flat pack furniture, and a 
flimsy booklet that proved to be a 
profitable investment. 

9.00 Line of Duty. New series. A 

detective is determined to bring a 
serial killer to justice and prove 
herself to her superiors - but her 
efforts may have led to a 
miscarriage of justice. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Film: Iron Man 3. (2013) The 
armoured avenger hunts for the 
mastermind behind an untraceable 
series of bombings, despite being 
cut off from his usual resources 
and traumatised by a recent brush 
with death. His search uncovers a 
secret conspiracy involving a drug 
that renders the user 
indestructible. Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring Robert 
Downey Jr. 

12.30 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.55 
BBC News. 


6.45 An Island Parish. (R) 7.15 Around 
the World in 80 Gardens. (R) 8.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 

11.45 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.15 Film: 
The Importance of Being Earnest. (1952) 
Oscar Wilde comedy, starring Michael 
Redgrave. 1.45 Holiday of My Lifetime 
with Len Goodman. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.00 The House That £100K 
Built. (R) 4.00 Back to the Land with Kate 
Humble. (R) 5.00 Athletics. 

6.00 Inside the Factory: Bicycles. 

Gregg Wallace explores the largest 
bicycle factory in Britain which 
produces 150 folding bike every 
24 hours and joins a multi-stage 
manual production line to make 
his own bicycle. Meanwhile Cherry 
Healey gets some tips from 
Cycling Team GB to help us all 
improve our pedal power, 
including how lowering your body 
position can make a 10 per cent 
improvement to speed and 
efficiency. And historian Ruth 
Goodman reveals that folding 
bikes date back to the 1870s, and 
how 70,000 folding “parabikes” 
were manufactured during the 
Second World War, some of which 
played a role in the D-Day 
landings. (R) 

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the next 
stage of the contest, with robots 
Supernova, Frostbite, Wyrm, High 
5, Crushtacean, Ironside 3, Pulsar, 
and Apex battling it out. 

8.00 Top Gear. Chris Harris and Matt 
LeBlanc compete in a race across 
the Arabian peninsula, pitting a 
Bugatti Chiron against an 
assortment of other ways of 
travelling - with money no object. 
9.00 Turkey with Simon Reeve. The 
first of two programmes in which 
the presenter explores the country 
that lies at the crossroads between 
Europe and Asia, and discovers 
the dramatic changes it is 
undergoing. 

10.00 Film: Cold in July. (2014) 
Premiere. A man finds his life 
descending into chaos after being 
hailed as a hero for shooting a 
burglar in his home. Crime thriller, 
starring Michael C Hall. 

11.45 Live at the Apollo. (R) 

12.15 Film: Night Train to Lisbon. 

(2013) 2.00 Sign Zone: Question Time. 
(R) 3.00 Holby City. (R) 4.00 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ultimate 
Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Countrywise: Guide to 
Britain. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 

10.55 Wild Australia with Ray Mears. (R) 
11.25 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 12.10 
ITV News; Weather. 12.15 The Voice UK. 
(R) 2.05 Film: Dr No. (1962) James 
Bond spy thriller, starring Sean Connery. 

4.15 ITV News; Weather. 4.25 Live 
World Cup 2018 Qualifier. England v 
Lithuania (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.30 You’ve Been Framed! Gold. Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from giddy 
grandmas, cute kids and crazy 
animals to below-the-belt 
mishaps, practical jokers and 
painful-looking accidents. (R) 

8.00 Vera. The detective is drawn into 
Newcastle’s underworld to 
discover the identity of a murder 
victim found dead in the river, with 
no clue as to who he is apart from 
a distinctive drugs wrapper. She 
discovers the dead man had ties to 
some very dangerous people, 
many of whom may have wanted 
him dead, while a witness’s 
testimony links the case to a 
remote farm where a murder took 
place 13 years previously. The 
connection brings Kenny’s past 
back to haunt him, as he was 
responsible for seeing the 
perpetrator convicted. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 World Cup Qualifier Highlights. 
England v Lithuania. Action from 
the Group F clash between the 
countries at Wembley Stadium, 
where the teams played each other 
for the first time in this campaign. 

11.30The Nightly Show Best Bits. 

12.00 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the 18th round of fixtures. 12.55 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 3.00 
The Cube. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 
Text-based information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. Guests air their 
differences. (R) 


6.00 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 6.15 
The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 Cycling: 
The Pioneer. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 
Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix 
Highlights. 4.40 The Restoration Man. 

(R) 5.45 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 OurGuy in China. Guy Martin 
explores Beijing, ignoring the 
tourist traps and following his own 
passions as he reveals a lesser- 
seen side of China. He meets 
families who live on a scrapyard 
and earn their livings by 
processing old cars and spends an 
afternoon helping out by operating 
the cranes and machinery, before 
visiting the hub of the market for 
rare and exotic supercar sales and 
assists in the building of what will 
be the tallest building in Beijing, 
the China Zun skyscraper. (R) 

8.00 Rivers with Jeremy Paxman. The 
presenter travels along the 
Thames from its source in 
Gloucestershire to the Kent and 
Essex marshes, and delves into its 
history as a working river going 
back to the time of the Domesday 
Book. He meets people who 
maintain the river’s locks and 
bridges, and work to manage 
flooding and deal with sewage. 

Last in the series. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie catches a break, 
Keane makes a plan and Max goes 
undercover. Drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Rupert Friend and Elizabeth 
Marvel. 

10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
With Claudia Winkleman, Johnny 
Vegas, Reginald D Hunter and 
Sara Pascoe. Last in the series. (R) 
12.00 Film: Grease 2. (1982) Musical 
sequel, starring Michelle Pfeiffer. 2.00 
UK’s Best Place to Live. Sarah Beeny 
reveals the United Kingdom’s most 
desirable place to live. (R) 2.55 Great 
British Buildings: Restoration of the Year. 
Kevin McCloud and Anna Keay visit 
buildings up for the Restoration of the 
Year award. (R) 3.50 Building the Dream. 
4.45 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 5.05 
Fifteen to One. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 

6.15 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.45 
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.55 Rupert Bear. (R) 
7.05 Oily the Little White Van. 7.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 7.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 7.35 Little Princess. (R) 
7.50 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.05 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.30 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.00 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 Peppa Pig. 
9.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 10.00 Digby Dragon. 
(R) 10.10 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
10.45 Film: The Princess Bride. (1987) 
Comic fantasy adventure, starring Cary 
Elwes. 12.35 Film: The Wizard of Oz. 
(1939) Musical fantasy, starring Judy 
Garland. 2.35 Film: The Parent Trap. 
(1998) Comedy remake, starring Lindsay 
Lohan. 5.00 Film: Dirty Dancing. (1987) 
Romantic drama, with Patrick Swayze 
and Jennifer Grey. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Film: Michael Jackson’s This Is 
It. (2009) Documentary following 
rehearsals for the singer’s planned 
50-night series of concerts at 
London’s 02, immediately before 
his untimely death in 2009. 
Featuring interviews with Jackson, 
performances of classic hits 
including Billy Jean and Wanna Be 
Startin’ Something, and an insight 
into the elaborate preparations for 
the shows that were never staged. 
9.00 Michael Jackson: Man in the 
Mirror. Profile of the singer, 
following his development from 
child star with the Jackson 5 to 
becoming an iconic performer in 
his own right as an adult. The 
programme explores his difficult 
relationship with his family and 
makes the case that growing up in 
the public eye had a devastating 
psychological impact that he was 
never able to recover from. 

11.05 Michael Jackson on Trial. The 
singer’s 2005 trial for child 
molestation. 

12.05 Kings of Pop. Bruno Brookes 
narrates a celebration of pop music’s 
greatest male singers. 1.00 SuperCasino. 
Live interactive gaming. 3.10 All New 
Traffic Cops: Under Attack. An insight 
into the working life of officers patrolling 
Britain’s roads. (R) 4.00 Criminals: 
Caught on Camera. Extreme situations. 
(R) 4.50 House Doctor. A Brixton flat. (R) 

5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.40 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Revolution and Romance: Musical 
Masters of the 19th Century 8.00 
Stunning Soloists at the BBC 9.00 6 
Music 2017 Festival Highlights 10.30 The 
Secret Life of Bob Monkhouse 12.00 
Timewatch: The Last Days of World War 
One 1.00 Tank Men 1.30 The Century 
That Wrote Itself 2.30 How to Get Ahead: 
At Renaissance Court 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

2.00 2Awesome: 2Awesome: Third 
Wheel 2.30 2Awesome: 2Awesome: LA 
Story 2.45 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 4.15 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 5.15 FYI 
Daily 5.20 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 6.00 
Catchphrase Mother’s Day Special 7.00 
Film: Coyote Ugly (2000) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 The Vampire Diaries 
ITV3 

11.50 Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of 
the Baskervilles 2.10 Film: Anne of Green 
Gables (2015) 3.55 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
It’ll Be Alright on the Night 10.00 Rising 
Damp Forever 11.10 Film: Rising Damp 
(1980) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: 

Rising Damp (1980) 1.10 Inspector 
Morse 3.00 May the Best House Win 

4.40 On the Buses 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

1.40 Film: Bend of the River (1952) 2.40 
FYI Daily 2.45 Film: Bend of the River 
(1952) 3.30 Film: The Horse Soldiers 

(1959) 4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: The 
Horse Soldiers (1959) 5.55 Fishing 
Impossible 7.00 The Big Fish Off 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: 
Ransom (1996) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Ransom (1996) 11.25 Film: Fire 
Down Below (1997) 12.25 FYI Daily 
12.30 Film: Fire Down Below (1997) 

1.35 Goodwood Members Meeting 2.30 
Hogan’s Heroes 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 3.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.30 Film: Iron Man 2 (2010) 

9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Film: The Adjustment Bureau (2011) 
12.05 Tattoo Fixers 1.05 The Goldbergs 
1.40 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.35 
Gap Year 3.20 Melissa & Joey 
Film4 

1.00 Rango (2011) 3.05 Sherlock 
Holmes: Terror by Night (1946) 4.20 
Inkheart (2008) 6.25 The Way Back 
(2010) 9.00 Ted (2012) 11.05 The Stag 
(2013) 12.55 Crazy Heart (2009) 



WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
Spring Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays: 9am - 5:30pm 


WORLD Ol- 

MOBILITY 


We have a selection of New and Used Scooters 
Stairlifts fully installed, new riser recliners, new 
wheelchairs and a large selection of daily living aids 

We also do servicing and repairs! 


FREE PAIR OF SANDPIPER 
SLIPPERS WITH EVERY RISER 
RECLINER PURCHASED(ucsappiy) 


01384 378252 


I 04J4 

l jn t ftrwln 


NORMAN CARLESS 
SOLICITORS 


adcocks 

Wills & Estates I Commercial 
Leasehold Reform I Property 

Legal services available locally 
Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star Classified jobs 

Express & Star (Thursday) for 5 nights 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in • We will run the lineage 

Chronicle of your choice and online advert on a 

• Two week listing on jobs. daily basis until you fill the 

expressandstar.com vacancy 

• 5 line advert to appear in 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.cc 


TILE EDGING 


TILE 


UVPC 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | MAIL ORDER 


Orchid 

Extravaganza 

Now On! 

Come & see our exotic 
display of orchids in our 
House Plant Greenhouse 
during March & April 

For further information please 
call us or visit our website 


.Sri 


* 


- * 


Qift ideas for this ^Mothering Sunday 

Gift vouchers, luxury fragrances, jewellery, chocolates, fashion accessories, home fragrance, 
planted & artificial arrangements, gifts for gardeners, greetings cards and lots of beautiful plants! 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Fury, Channel 5,11pm 

A veteran American sergeant leads a tank crew on 
one final dangerous mission in the last months of the 
Second World War. The assignment takes the soldiers 
behind enemy lines and into battle with overwhelming 
enemy forces, while the presence of an inexperienced 
new recruit in the team raises tension. Drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and Shia LaBeouf. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Amish Abduction, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A young Amish woman visits her cousin in Charm, 
Ohio for the summer, where she discovers another 
world and finds friendship. But she soon has to 
choose which life she wants. Drama, starring Trevor 
Donovan and Daniella Chuchran. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Michael Jackson’s This Is It, Channel 5,11.05pm 

Documentary following rehearsals for the singer’s 
planned 50-night series of concerts at London’s 02, 
immediately before his untimely death in 2009. 
Featuring interviews with Jackson, performances of 
classic and an insight into the elaborate preparations 
for the shows that were never staged. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

Dirty Dancing, Channel 5,10pm 

A dance instructor at a 1960s resort hotel fears his 
career will be jeopardised when his regular partner is 
forced to pull out of an important show in which they 
are due to perform. Luckily, a naive teenager is happy 
to step in, and is treated to a whirlwind holiday 
education in life, love and expressing herself. 

Romantic drama, starring Patrick Swayze. (1987) 

FRIDAY 

Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides, 

BBC1,10.35pm 

Captain Jack Sparrow sets sail in search of the 
legendary fountain of youth. His mission puts him up 
against a mysterious woman from his past, old enemy 
Barbossa, now in the employ of the British Navy, and 
the most feared pirate of them all, the dreaded 
Blackbeard. Fantasy adventure sequel, with Johnny 
Depp and Penelope Cruz. (2011) 


Rio gives a revealing insight 
into his personal life 


R io Ferdinand looked amazed 
when he sat down to address 
academics at Oxford Union a 
couple of years ago. 

He’d spent nights worrying about 
the content of his speech, 
wondering if he had any common 
ground with the students. Then he 
realised they were all people that 
excelled in their field. 

“I always knew from a young age 
that I wanted to be the best,” he told 
them. So he set his sights on Man 
United, and wound up fulfilling his 
goal. Pun intended. 

Fear of failure is what drove Rio 
on. From West Ham he moved to 
Leeds United “for a small amount of 
money” and became captain within 
a couple of months. 

By the time he was playing at the 
World Cup in Japan, it was clear 
he’d impressed Alex Ferguson, who 
decided to take him to Manchester 
United. 

Being an acclaimed footballer was 
a dream come true for Ferdinand. 
Little wonder his rags-to-riches story 
inspired many. 


With a successful career and 
more than a few quid in the bank, he 
seemed to have it all, including a 
happy marriage to Rebecca and 
three kids, Lorenz, Tate, and Tia. 

The couple had met while he was 
playing for West Ham United in the 
late 1990s. By 2009 they married in 
the Caribbean, and everything 
seemed perfect. 

Then Rebecca received news that 
she had cancer; her life expectancy 
was believed to be between two 
and five years. 

Alas the cancer was a lot more 
rapid and the family’s world was 
turned upside down in May 2015 
when she passed away, aged just 34. 

In this moving documentary, Rio 
meets other families coping with 
bereavement, and looks at what 
help is available for parents and 
children who have experienced loss 
to move on with their lives. 

“I don’t think I’ve grieved 
properly,” he explains. “I’ve not 
given myself that time to sit down 
and really flush everything out and 
go through it.” 


Here Rio explores ways of 
managing grief, including his own, 
and discovers the only way parents 
can help their kids move on with 
their lives is for them to begin to 
rebuild their own first. 

Obviously Ferdinand is not alone; 
every day in the UK, around 75 men 
under 50 become widowers. This 
documentary offers viewers a 
broader insight into how young 
husbands and fathers cope with 
grief as the former soccer star 
speaks to other bereaved men who 
share their experiences. 

By examining the issues around 
grief, the stigma men often face in 
displaying and discussing their 
emotions, and discovering some of 
the ways people cope with loss, the 
film highlights the other obstacles 
bereaved men have to overcome. 

“Rio Ferdinand has courageously 
allowed the cameras to follow him in 
this revealing and immensely 
personal documentary exploring 
the complexities of grief,” explains 
Alison Kirkham, the BBC’s 
Controller of Factual 
Commissioning and Events. 
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Rio Ferdinand: Being Mum and Dad, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
The Repair Shop 
BBC2, 6.30pm 

We’re often told we live in a disposable culture, 
where items are routinely thrown away and 
replaced, but it seems some people still know how 
to make do and mend. For this new series, a 
collection of skilled craftspeople, including furniture 
restorers, horologists, metal workers, ceramicists 
and upholsterers have been gathered together in 
once place to help bring broken or damaged family 
heirlooms back to life. Most of the objects come 
with a story attached, including the accordion 
featured in the opening episode, which belongs to a 
woman in her 90s who shares her memories of 
playing it during the Blitz. Other items featured over 
the series include a Davenport desk complete with 
fake drawers that fooled a burglar, and a pinball 
machine that currently doubles as a kitchen counter. 

TUESDAY 

Stargazing Live Australia 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Professor Brian Cox and Dara O Briain 
travel to Australia to explore the night skies, with the 
programme joining them as they finish a long night 
under the stars and as dawn approaches. Brian and 
Dara are joined by Liz Bonnin on a remote 


mountain top in New South Wales, site of the 
world-famous Siding Spring Observatory, and will 
have Australian outback-astronomer Greg Quicke 
as their guide to the southern sky, revealing some 
of the wonderful star-tales told by indigenous 
people. 

WEDNESDAY 
MasterChef 
BBC1, 8pm 

New series. John Torode and Gregg 
Wallace return to put 64 more 
amateur cooks to the test. The 
first eight hopefuls begin by 
creating a dish using ingredients 
chosen from the new 
‘MasterChef market; stocked full 
of produce from all over the 
world, including pork mince, 
halibut and pancetta. Only five 
contestants will survive the first 
round, and the remaining cooks are 
then challenged to prepare a two- 
course meal to secure a place in the 
quarter-final. The amateurs not only 
have to impress John and Gregg, but 
also the finalists of last year’s 
MasterChef competition. 


THURSDAY 
Galapagos 
BBC1,9pm 

Liz Bonnin and a team of boffins are hunting high 
and low for flora and fauna in this stunning new 
series. Located on the equator, the Galapagos is 
an archipelago where evolution has proceeded at a 
remarkable pace. However, with the climate 
changing fast, this tropical paradise is 

’ threat. Ms Bonnin and 
scientists team up for the most 
ambitious scientific 

k expedition attempted 
in this remote region. 
Episode one sees 
Liz joining the 
scientific team 
aboard the 
research vessel 
the Alucia on an 
expedition across 
the Galapagos 
Archipelago. The trek 
starts on the 
Galapagos’ west side at 
the youngest, most 
volcanically active islands 
in the 



archipelago, Isabela and Fernandina, home to a 
diverse wildlife scene. 

FRIDAY 

Unreported World 
Channel 4,7.30pm 

A year has passed since decades of military 
dictatorship came to an end in Burma, and Aung 
San Suu Kyi began leading a new era of civilian 
government in the nation also known as Myanmar. 
However, the woman once hailed around the world 
is now being criticised for failing to bring real 
freedoms to many in the country, and the fighting 
against various rebel groups has intensified. 
Krishnan Guru-Murthy and director Karim Shah 
travel to the country to investigate whether its 
fledgling democracy can overcome such attacks. 

Spectacular Spain with Alex Polizzi 
Channel 5,9pm 

New series. The hotelier and presenter shares her 
passion for Spain’s culture and people, and makes 
some new discoveries along the way. She begins in 
the north east, a region often overlooked by Brits, 
where she enjoys a luxurious cabernet grape body 
scrub, and is shown around an astonishing cellar 
full of ancient wines. Alex experiences the craziness 
of the San Fermin fiesta. 


Oak Wood 01597 

LODGES 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


53 FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 


m. 

KV 17th 

Year in 

^"Trading* 

JBP^kX 


AIR GUNS 



Various rimfire/centrefire rifles available 


Whole range of accessories in stock 


tmtani Finance Available 

p 

0844 357 0306 

jfblWARE 

■ 

Mon-Fri. 9.00am - 5.30pm - Sat. 9.00am - 3.30pm 
sales@solware.co.uk solware.co.uk 

cun 

iTubel 

Unit 1, Tame Valley Business Centre, Tamworth B77 5BY 

Feel free to visit our shop 


GET A REAL RESPONSE 


BY ADVERT ISING 


IN THIS SPACE 


To advertise within the Stourbridge Chronicle 

call our experienced sales team on 
01384 399901 for more information 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


/£395l > 

■asr 

£299 




f Over > 

(10,000 

ynstallations J 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 






































BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Tool for making two 
propellers (11) 

9. Frosty feeling 
- small whisky 
needed (3) 

10. Valuer to omit rates, 
maybe (9) 

11. Heavenly world 
tour! (5) 

13. Race methods 
used by 17 (7) 

14. The priests’s area 
is bigger than 
European capital 
( 6 ) 

16. A shelf with right 
book (6) 

18. Particular one 
found in different 
places (7) 

19. See 20 Across 

20 & 19Ac. In which 

the last ones are 
the winners! (9,5) 

21. Draw a bond (3) 

22. Suggestion for 
professional 
appointment (11) 


Down 

2. See 15 Down 

3. Happening to be 
unruffled near the 
tee (5) 

4. Sentimental old 
man taking Dorothy 
a little way (6) 

5. Large dilapidated 
mines with me 
inside (7) 

6. Sets Regan at 
variance with 
friends! (9) 

7. Need to change 
navigational 
instrument inside 
when surrounded 
( 11 ) 

8. Kind of concrete, as 
emphasised before! 
(3-8) 

12. Finish in swapping 
pub employee (9) 

15 & 2Dn. The kind of 
drink one is saddled 
with? (7-3) 

17. Quick transport from 
Naples (6) 

19. Negotiate to give 
patient attention (5) 

21. The end of the 
implement is 
missing as well (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Pardon (11) 

2. Possess (3) 

9. Tavern (3) 

3. Corn (5) 

10. Life (9) 

4. Expressed (6) 

11. Pale (5) 

5. Closest (7) 

13. Perform (7) 

6. Incite (9) 

14. Outcast (6) 

7. Condemnation (11) 

16. Bombard (6) 

8. Free (11) 

18. Aperture (7) 

12. Herald (9) 

19. Disburse (5) 

15. Excite (7) 

20. Worsen (9) 

17. Disfigure (6) 

21. Racket (3) 

19. Perpendicular (5) 

22. Sincere (4-7) 

21. Owing (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Rose; 3 Sampling; 

9 Chatter; 10 Sepia; 11 Infant school; 13 Elicit; 
15 Impend; 17 Congratulate; 20 Idaho; 

21 Tillage; 22 Dreaming; 23 West. 

Down: 1 Receiver; 2 Staff; 4 Arrest; 

5 Posthumously; 6 Improve; 7 Glad; 8 Standing 
room; 12 Adherent; 14 Isolate; 16 Carton; 

18 Abase; 19 Hind. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Cast; 3 Majestic; 9 Mourner; 

10 Sepal; 11 Extravagance; 13 Divide; 

15 Fillip; 17 Consultation; 20 Phase; 21 Valiant; 

22 Creature; 23 Bear. Down: 1 Commends; 

2 Spurt; 4 Airman; 5 Ecstatically; 6 Typical; 

7 Colt; 8 Incandescent; 12 Spinster; 14 Violate; 

16 Clever; 18 Irate; 19 Epic. 


Quiz 


Niner 


From where did Amy Johnson take off on 
her 1930 solo flight to Australia? 

Who assassinated Jacobin leader Jean- 
Paul Marat? 

How is the extinct Raphus cucullatus better 
known? 

To which family of instruments does the cor 
anglais belong? 


5. What is the capital of Slovakia? 

6. What do the letters AD stand for? 

7. Where does the London Boat Race start? 

8. What is a quetzal? 

9. In which gulf is Prince William Sound? 

10. Who is the muse of dance and choral 
song? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Graham Taylor; 2 Compton Mackenzie; 
3 Prussia; 4 Cyprinidae; 5 Gerry Francis; 

6 Gary; 7 African stringed instrument; 

8 Dachshund; 9 Florence; 10 Swedish. 

Niner: CLARINETS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


74765423 

2165423 

84597845423 


gives an element, 
gives a second element, 
gives a third element. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS 


ERENZM 


3LB BONELESS 




mu 


£ 5.00 


* 


m 


2LB Premium Rump 
Steak (Hip Bone) 


£ 5.00 


£ 5.00 


Alan Warwick Brierley Hill, Unit 19 Moor Centre, Moor Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3AH 01384 265200 
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Make a niaht of it 




James Arthur is playing at the 02 Academy 
in Birmingham next Friday and it would be 
Impossible not to enjoy a big night out. The 
Ticket’s got the lowdown on where to eat, drink 
and be merry... 



GRUB'S UP 


DRINKS ARE IN 


The options are endless when you’re in the heart of Brum. 
We reckon that James would happily head to Chinatown 
for some authentic cuisine. New Sum Ye in the Arcadian is 
a great place to try out. The restaurant is all about seasonal 
food using fresh ingredients full of colour and flavour. Try the 
crispy duck or the sizzling king prawn. It’s a quick and easy 
pit stop to fuel up ready to dance your socks off and sing 
your heart out. If you fancy something really cheap, head to 
Mr Egg which is just the kind of place James would head to 
before some beers with the boys. 


It’s a student hotspot with a real Indie vibe, so The 
Sunflower Lounge is the place to go for a few drinks 
before the gig. There’s live music on tap so it’s a good 
way to get you in the mood for the main event at the 02. 
Enjoy a cheeky drink or two upstairs and if you do fancy 
listening to some tunes head downstairs. Just round 
the corner is The Victoria which is a grand old pub with 
loads of character and a fantastic atmosphere. There are 
lots of wines, ales and cocktails on tap so it’s perfect for 
getting the evening started in a right royal fashion. 


CATCH SOME ZZS 



SPLURGE SLUMBER 

Go all out and book a room at The Radisson Blu and 
enjoy sleep time overlooking the city skyline. With its 
modern and contemporary design it’s got serious ‘wow’ 
factor for a night away. It’s over the road from The 02 
Academy on Queensway so within stumbling distance 
before and after the gig. Rooms cost from £67.50. But you 
could push the boat out and get a suite with your mates 
and swan about in bathrobe and slippers while listening 
to all of James’s top tunes from the iPod dock and stereo. 

DISCOUNT DEAL 

If all you need is a basic bed for the night, spare any 
expense by sleeping easy at the Hotel ibis budget. It’s 
down the road from the 02 on Great Colmore Street, 
so you won’t even need to get a cab. It offers comfort 
in simple surrounds with a variety of bed options (twin, 
double or triple) and there’s an unlimited breakfast buffet 
too. From £35 it’s an absolute dream price and you can 
catch some zzzs knowing you could afford another ticket 
to see James perform again. 


GETTING THERE 


TRAVEL TIME 

As it’s in the heart of the city centre it’s easily 
accessible by car, train or bus. If you do decide to drive 
in, there are plenty of car parks near to the venue. They 
range in price from £1 to £5 for two hours. Or you can 
park further away and walk in. Catching the train is the 
best option as New Street station is a five to 10-minute 
walk from the 02 and trains run across the region. Buses 
into Birmingham come from all areas so if you live close 
by this could be a good option. 


NOWOPEN- 
A FRESH NEW WOK 


All you can eat 
Buffet Style Breakfast 

Friday • Saturday • Sunday 

£ 4.45 fc) 



Book Now For your Carvery 

Taking bookings for 

Mother’s Day 

Sunday 26th March 


LIVEMUSIC 

Saturday <C\ 

i 

J 

25th March 

1 



Carvery served all day everyday Mon-Sun 12pm - 8pm 
Kids Eat Free Mon - Sat 3pm - 6pm 


~ 3 l 383 Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill DY5 3L0 Tel: 01384 76066 ^ 



To Advertise Your Pub, 
Restaurant or Venue here 
please telephone 

Daniel Eccles on 
01384 353227 




























PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 


31 


BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Attractive and 
enhanced spacious 
family property 

A meticulously maintained and tremendously 
enhanced detached family residence in exemplary 
order throughout, 55 Breamore Crescent, Earls 
Keep, Dudley, lies in the favoured Earls Keep 
development. It is positioned in a quiet location. 

It is for sale through Taylors at £277,500. 

With a new boiler installed, this home’s outstanding 
accommodation includes a reception hall, a fitted 
cloakroom/WC, a store, an elegant lounge, a 
separate dining room, an upgraded kitchen and 
mainly integrated appliances and a utility room. 

There are also four generous bedrooms, a 
principle bedroom with built-in wardrobes, a recently 
reappointed en-suite, bathroom, garage and a 
delightful, expertly tended, well-stocked sheltered 
rear garden with open aspect beyond. 

In more detail, a canopy porch leads to the 
reception hall with an under-stairs store. The 
cloakroom/WC has a soft cream-coloured suite. 

The front facing lounge has a bay window with 
blinds and an Adam-style over mantle with a marble- 
effect inset and hearth and a living flame gas fire. The 
formal dining room has French doors to the garden. 

Being upgraded in 2015, the kitchen has extensive 
granite work surfaces, high gloss cream fronted 
wall and base units, integrated dishwasher and 
refrigerator, ceramic hob with fan assisted oven 
below and a stainless steel extractor hood above. 

The utility room has various units and a door to the 
outside. 

Upstairs, bedroom one has two built-in double 
wardrobes and a re-appointed/re-tiled shower room 
with a contemporary suite. Bedroom two has a built- 
in double wardrobe, bedroom three is L-shaped, as is 
bedroom four. 

The part-tiled bathroom has a marble tiled floor and 
a soft cream-coloured suite. 

Outside is an integral garage and a delightful 
sheltered rear garden. It has a wide range of now well 
established traditional shrubs and plants, together 
with a shaped lawn having brick edge detailing. There 
is also a garden store and greenhouse. 


EARLS KEEP £277,500 



Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedAds 



ClassffiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



Visit our ClassifiedAds website 

classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



Call our Classified sales team 

on 01902 317 878 


Self Serve - Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 



Brought to you by Express & Star 
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Unique home comes 
with permission to build 


TIPTON 

£425,000 


A unique detached four-bedroomed family home 
set in substantial grounds in Clarkes Grove, Tipton, 
comes with the added advantage of previous outline 
planning permission for the construction of three 
additional dwellings. 



It is for sale through Paul Dubberley at £425,000. 

It has a reception hall, downstairs bathroom, lounge, 
dining area, fitted kitchen, conservatory, a downstairs 
bedroom with an en-suite, three upstairs bedrooms, 
a family shower room, large rear parking area, brick 
stores, a carport and extensive front garden. 

The property also has a long driveway to wrought iron 
entrance gates. 

For further information, or to book that all important 
viewing, call 0121 522 3733. 




I 




Special five 
bedroomed 
home has so 
much to offer 


BEARWOOD 

£425,000 «< 


Viewing is essential 
to fully appreciate the 
accommodation on offer at 
this detached family home in 
Adkins Lane, Bearwood. 

With five bedrooms, it is for 
sale through Robert Oulsnam 
at £425,000 and lies within the 
heart of Bearwood. 

With off-road parking and a 
garage, its accommodation 
briefly comprises an entrance 
hallway, a through lounge, a 
conservatory, reception rooms 
two and three, a kitchen, 
utility shower room, landing, 
bedroom one, en-suite to 
bedroom one, four more 
bedrooms with a further en- 
suite serving bedroom five and 
a family bathroom. 

The selling agents are 
expecting a lot of interest in 
this property. It has a lot of 
space, making it ideal for an 
extended family. 

Call Robert Oulsnam on 
0121 429 9986 or visit www. 
oulsnam.net 


I Halls 


LAND OFF WAGGON LANE, CHURCHILL, 
BLAKEDOWN, DY10 3LY 



Approximately 22.49 acres (9.08 hectares) of level pasture land 
split into two useful size enclosures with mains water supply. 
Guide Price: £180,000 


For sale by Auction on the 5th April 2017 at 6pm at 
Hogarths Stone Manor Hotel, Kidderminster, DY10 4PJ 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT HALLS 
KIDDERMINSTER ON 01562 820880 


I Halls 


“STONE COLLECTIVE SALE” 


STANKLYN LANE, NR. KIDDERMINSTER, WORCS, DY10 4AR 

Entries to date include:- 

Tractors: JD 3350 4WD (1987), Case IH 1394 2WD (1986, 2,158hrs), Merlo 
Telehandler (1993,13,691 hrs), IH 684 2WD, Pel Job EB12.4 Mini Digger 
(1.5T, 4,990hrs) 

Implements: Dowdeswell DP7 D 5 furrow rev Plough, RansomeTSP 3001 4 
furrow rev Plough, 2no. Parmiter mounted Chain Harrows, Springtineflexi-coil 
Cultivator, Maschio 3m Power Harrow, Jarmet 12m Sprayer (10001), Vicon PS 
1154 Vari-Spreader, Teagle Tomahawk 404 Round Bale Shredder, Kidd 300 
XC Forage Feeder, Flemming 5’ Topper, Fahr 2 Drum Mower, MF Drum Mower, 
British Lely Haymax Tedder, Wragg Hydraulic Post Knocker, 25’ Single Axle 
18 ton Artie Trailer, Tipping Trailer 4T, 10001 Bunded Steel Diesel Tank, Wolfe 
Timber Chipper, Tractor mounted Wolseley Swipe, Various Livestock Equipment 
& Sundries, 50 Lots of Agricultural Spares to include PTOs, Hydraulic Rams & 
Hoses, Spool Valves, Hydraulic Blocks etc. 

Vehicles: Leyland DAF Horse Lorry (1993), Yamaha Big Bear Quad Bike, 
Honda 350ES Quad Bike, Ford Transit Tipper (2008,80,000 miles), Ford Ranger 
Pickup 4WD (2001), Land Rover Discovery (2000) 

Large Qty of Timber, Building Materials, Insulation, Scaffolding, Steel, Slabs, 
Garden Furniture, Lawn mowers, Garden Equipment, New Tools, 

Workshop Tools. | n all approx 1800 lots 

SALE DAY: FRIDAY 31st MARCH 2017 
SALE COMMENCES: 10:15 AM 
Please call 01562 820880 

Catalogues: hallsgb.com/auctions 
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SsangYong sales drive is 
moving into second gear 



The ELX is the only version with the six-speed auto box 


By John Griffiths 

SsangYong is another of Korea’s car makers which is 
increasingly making in-roads into the European car 
market. 

It has a long history of making 4x4 vehicles - including 
Jeeps for the US military in the 1960s - so with the 
current surge in demand for SUVs the company has 
never had a better opportunity. It has responded with 
the launch of the Tivoli (in standard and long wheelbase 
versions) which is a strong competitor in the compact 
SUV sector, particularly in terms of value for money. 

Now the larger Korando has had a welcome upgrade, 
and with prices from £16,250 - admittedly for a front 
wheel drive only model - it’s again the value card which 
makes it worth a serious look. 

The biggest change is the adoption of a larger, 2.2 litre 
turbo diesel across the range with 178bhp. Like its 2.0 
litre predecessor, it’s a Mercedes unit as are the gearbox 
choices - six-speed manual or automatic. 

All but the two cheapest versions come with four- 
wheel drive. It’s a “torque on demand” system whereby 
power is diverted to the back if the electronics detect 
any slippage at the front. It’s more common than the 



The interior is capable of accommodating five adults 

traditional transfer box system but actually effective on 
slippery roads (or off them, come to that). 

The official fuel average is 53.3mpg (138g/km) for the 
two-wheel drive versions, and 48.7mpg (152g/km) for the 
four wheel drive manual. 

The test car was the £22,750 ELX, which is the only 
version available with the six-speed auto box. Official fuel 
consumption falls to 41.5mppg (I managed 36) with a 
C02 emissions figure of 177g/km. 

The autobox is fast and responsive so the Korando 
has no problem tackling the 0 to 62mph sprint in under 
10 seconds. It is equally impressive in terms of in-gear 
acceleration and on the Korando can be switched from 
eco to power to winter modes at the touch of a button. 

Ride comfort and noise levels are improved on this 
latest model, too. The suspension is, of necessity for off¬ 
road forays, fairly bulky and firm, but those familiar with 
4x4s of even a decade ago will be surprised by how well 
the Korando handles on the road. 

While in size terms it’s not in the Discovery league, the 
Korando’s size, price tag and equipment levels makes it 
highly competitive when considered against rival SUVs, 
particularly when in many cases you have to go for a top 
of the range version to get four-wheel drive at all. 

The interior is roomy and practical, easily capable of 
accommodating five adults and 480 litres of luggage 
(that increases to 1,312 litres with the rear seats folded). 
Roof rails are standard, too. 

One of the reasons for the Korando’s low price is the 
fact that it’s not one but three vehicles - it also comes as 
a van and a pick-up. But you can see where other cost- 
savings have been made in the interior plastics although 
SsangYong has made an attempt to improve the 
ambience with the use of different shades and textures. 

That’s not necessarily a criticism as it has some 
advantages in addition to keeping prices down. For 
example, if you want a working vehicle, or if you carry 
dogs, for example, it’s an awful lot easier to keep clean. 

Rear parking sensors (a camera on the ELX), tyre 
pressure monitoring, fog lights, LED running lights, front, 
side and curtain airbags, electronic stability programme, 
hill start assist and anti-rollover protection are also 
standard. All versions have power-operated folding (and 
heated) mirrors, cruise control and a heated windscreen. 

All but the basic models have a seven-inch touch 
screen controller, with Bluetooth connectivity and satnav, 
atop the centre console and the audio controls are 
duplicated as thumb switches on the steering wheel. 
SsangYong has been attempting to make an impact on 
UK and European markets since the early 1990s, when 
it signed up to a technology partnership with Mercedes- 
Benz. It’s fair to say it’s been an uphill struggle, but with 
competent and highly competitive new models like 
the Tivoli and now the latest Korando, it seems like the 
company’s sales drive is now, at the very least getting 
into second gear. 


Oak Garage® 

Cs*# .co.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 



Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Ford Focus 1.6 125 ZetecPowershift Black Only 5000 Miles £8,995 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Blue Only 7000 Miles £9,495 

15 Nissan Pulsar Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta Red Only 8000 Miles £10,995 

65 Peugeot 308 1.6 BlueHDi 120 Allure Grey Only 10000 Miles £11,295! 

64 Skoda Octavia 1.2 TSI S Blue Only 12000 Miles £9,495 

64 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite Brown Only 12000 Miles _ £9,295 

Citroen 


' 5 t 


14 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Multi/Space E-HDi A/D ATR ETG6 £8,995 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ 5dr EGS6 Silver 27k £7,495 

05 Citroen C4 Coupe 1.4i 16V VTR 3dr Black £1,495 

13 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi Platinum Bronze 35k £9,995 

09 Citroen C4 Grand Picassol .6HDi VTR+ EGS Grey 49k £4,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Grey 20k £10,795 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR Blue 69k £7,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+Blue 25K £9,495 

60 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi VTR+ Black 59k £5,995 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £11,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k £7,995 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 63K £6,495 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black £6,995 

13 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream DSport Plus 3dr Red 21K £8,995 

Ford 

13 Ford C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 23k £8,995 

14 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr, Silver £9,995 

11 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5dr Blue £6,495 

58 Ford C-max Estate 1.8 Zetec Red 68k £3,995 

63 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec Powershift Silver 28k £7,995 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr Blue 14k £8,995 

08 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Titanium, Black, 93k £2,995 

14 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr Blue 36k £10,995 

10 Ford Ka Hatchback 1.2 Style+ 3dr, Blue £3,995 

Kia 

60 Kia Rio 1.5 CRDi 2 5dr Silver 105K 

64 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18K 

59 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi XS 5dr Silver 
Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta [Start Stop] Black 32K 
63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k 

12 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] N-Tec+ Black 63k 
Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £8,995 

63 Peugeot 208 1.4 e-HDi FAP Allure EGC Red 15k £8,295 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active 11 EGC Blue 31K £8,295 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31 k £9,795 

14 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 115 Active White 43k £7,995 

63 Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDi Active 5dr Blue 42k £9,495 

60 Peugeot Rcz Coupe 1.6 THP GT 2dr Silver 45k £8,495 

Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 


Vauxhall 

63 Vauxhall Antara 2.2 CDTi Diamond 5dr Auto Black 
63 Vauxhall Astra Tourer 2.0 CDTi 16v SR Auto Est Black 47k 
58 Vauxhall Combo Tour 1.3 CDTi Easytronic Silver 81K 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SR 5dr [AC] Red 61K 

60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTI 16V [130] SE Silver 32k 

15 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T16V Exdusiv 5dr Auto Blue 

63 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Exdusiv Gdd 42k 
15 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi Exdusiv Black 13k 
Others 

04 Audi A3 2.0 FSI Sport 3dr Grey 

10 Fiat 500 Hatchback 1.2 Lounge 3dr Blue 

14 Fiat 500L 1.3 Multijet 85 Trekking 5dr DualogicYellow 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36K 

63 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Silver 21K 

63 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE DSG [Tech Pack] Silver 33k 

63 Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Blue 27K 

56 Subaru Impreza Saloon 2.5 WRX ST1 Type UK 4dr White 

64 Volkswagen Gdf 2.0 TDI GTD DSG White 17K 

10 Volkswagen Pdo Hatchback 1.2 60 S 5dr [AC], Red 




£11,995 

£7,795 

£2,995 

£5,795 

£5,995 

£8,995 

£9,995 

£11,495 

£2,295 

£4,995 

£8,495 

£9,495 

£7,495 

£9,495 

£7,495 

£11,995 

£17,995 

£5,495 


Finance Arranged 
Within 60 Mins 


From 


4 . 99 % 


Flat Rate / APR Variable 

For A Quick Decision Call Us Now 

01384 906030 

Application Requirements 
Driving Licence 
y Bank Details 

* 2 Proofs Of Address 
+ Employers Details 

* Self Employed Available 

* Retired Facility Available 
% Loans Subject To Status 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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34 MOTORING 


Smart and versatile in all conditions 


AUDI A4 ALLROAD QUATTRO 3.0 TDITIPTRONIC, FROM £39,645 



Feeling safe - the Audi A4 allroad quattro is perhaps the best car to adapt to all kinds of road conditions and surfaces 


By Sharon Walters 

Just occasionally you may have the need 
to take your everyday compact executive 
saloon off well-surfaced roads and on to 
something a little less smooth. And then 
there are the times when the well-surfaced 
roads become a little unfriendly when 
covered in mud, floodwater, ice or snow. 

Which is exactly when you need the security 
of perhaps the best car to cope with those 
situations and provide the services you 
require - the Audi A4 allroad quattro. 

A car that’s more than smart enough for 
business, will also do very well carrying the 
family around and be sure-footed enough to 
deal with muddy tracks and fields and those 
slippy winter roads. 

And backing up that opinion are the awards 
for the A4 including 2017 Fleet World Awards 
for Best Compact Executive and one of the 
Best Cars in the World for Big Miles from the 
BBC Top Gear Magazine. 

Fleet World judges said the A4 range was a 
revolution in its segment and while Top Gear 
drivers may well push cars to extremes they 
would never see in normal life, they praised 
the car’s polish as well as performance. 

And my week behind the wheel certainly 
fully tested what the allroad can offer. 

My test car was the 3.0 TDi tiptronic which 
starts at £39,645 on-the-road. 

Extras added to it took that cost up to just 
over £56,000 and made it a very luxurious 
compact. But in all reality half of those extras 
would have been enough for me and are good 
value if you can pay the bill. 

The engine is smooth and sophisticated and 
despite its size incurs annual tax of £145, not 



The impressive award-winning A4 


a lot when you consider the price of the car 
-that’s down to meeting Euro 6 and its 146 
C02 emissions. 

And the gearbox and effortless dream. 

All that sophistication comes with front and 
rear suspension set-up that absorbs and 
controls almost everything thrown it from 
potholes to muddy ruts. 

Plus you can optimise comfort by adding 
Adaptive Comfort Suspension with damping 
control or the Adaptive Sport Suspension 
which gives even better refinement and even 
better cornering stability. The allroad has 
fantastic ride quality and passengers easily 
fall asleep, as I discovered! 

I had the 18 inch alloys which reduce fuel 
consumption but not a lot compared to the 
standard 17s and I averaged close to 50mph 
on combined driving. 

It will get from 0-62mph in 5.5 seconds when 
you need it and had plenty of oomph when 


you needed it for overtaking and for pushing 
through winding country lanes and through 
the Scottish Highlands. 

It has a slightly more rugged look than the 
standard A4 with plastic body cladding on the 
wheelarches, sills and roof rails plus metallic 
skidplates front and rear. And there’s a raised 
ride height which greatly helped me on some 


rutted forest roads. Inside it has a quiet and 
comfy cabin and so much technical gadgetry 
in the Audi virtual cockpit, it’s difficult to get 
round it all... standard kit includes the Audi 
Smartphone Interface with Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto plus my extras included 
the Bang & Olufsen 3D sound system (£975) 
which makes my home system sound as 


though it comes from the 90s, an advanced 
parking assistance pack £1,350 and a special 
technology pack £2,000 adding even more to 
the standard specification. 

One other extra that I really enjoyed was the 
panoramic sunroof (£1,250) which flooded 
the cabin with light and made it feel very light 
and airy. 


P^NewCaK? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


MNA 


Fabulous Ford features 


Autosales Suzuki 



Suzuki true 
to principles 

i s«u "hT™ The design gets 



Hills Ford have new 66 plate 
Fords at the very best prices 


NEW CAR OFFERS 


USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 


Follow us on Twitter @drivetimeES 


0 


THE NEW SUZUKI " ' ~ ^ AO/ ApD 

RANGE FROM ONLY Suzuki celerio Suzuki swift \J /0 sHEnEI 
f* f\. £6.999 £8,999 otr AVAILABLE WITH 

£6999 nodeposit 

^ini . ms vmm ~~ 


hillsford.co.uk □ G Q 



3J l:l.l.!.IM 'l! TII.!.Uk _ _;-__ 

Aiming high with supermini Wraps off new Citroen C3 


































































































Driveways & Patios 


Electricians 


Gardening 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERVICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping exDerience 

• Block paving ex P enence 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


25 Years 
experience 
All aspects 
of carpentry 
inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Cleanliness 

Assured 

Call: V 
07730 
477564 


P 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

O.A.P Discounts ? 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


E 



JOHN MORRIS 

Interior & Exterior 
Decorating 
Artexing & Coving 
Over 35 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01384 349 375 
07710 133 445 



Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



3 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD ? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
» Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing 
Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate • 15 years experience • Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web :wwwac epavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices @ outlook, com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, * *• 
Halesowen B63 2QB 1 




• Block Paving • Tarmacing 

Utk 

• Gravel • Fencing 

l _ -ra* 

• Landscaping 

h • - 

• Walls and Patios 

I 

• Jet Washing and Sealing 

Telephone: 

: Office:0121 667 5610 

01562 2814912 / 01384 928 573 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 

- ir 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 

1 ■ 8 * 

i 


WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 

01384 918383 

Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

^ Mobile: 1)7887 520599 


Misted Sealed Units? T 


ill kirk (Einmtry (Sktsttut 


Contact IIS for a FffFF quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
fen either Homepro or Which 

/T / ZnesiGM, eJJfUue^vt A A 

w w tkcd ujo+tt co&t the. easiHt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

www.hlackcountryglazing.com K. 

m.^ancaiMf (fensaJ ^ 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 

Electrical Safety 

Register 

+— 

Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www.bradleyelectrical.net 


All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 
Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


MBffelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ 
local service call: 1 - 


mbelectric. co. uk I 


•Sal 



Fencing 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


H3t4 242891 or 17979 388386 


Gardening 




mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 


Professional Tree Surgeon 
All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• CONTRACT TREE CLIMBER 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659 692 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 


PETROL MOWERS/ 
STRIMMERS SERVICES 
FROM £50 

RELIABLE AND 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER 

Looking for full / part time work 
References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 

PRH GARDEN & MAINTENANCE 
Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


House Clearing 


y°f BUCK COUNTRY f=f 
CLEARANCES 

• Full and Part House • Bereavement 

Clearances Specialists 

• Furniture, Appliance • Free Quote and 

and Rubbish Removals Friendly Advice 


07486 403653-01384 591647 
www.blackcountryclearances.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


r 



Gas Safe registered 


Get your boiler serviced 

Special Offers* 
Now On! 


e you had 
your boiler/fire 
ihecked for Carbon^ 
r Monoxide?? „ 


Insulation, repairs and services on Udirers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


ROWAN TREE & HARDEN SERVICES LID 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


rr^-. Rnr^ frfTtng j f7TlTT77 fmTig ] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

"NATURAL & LPG GAS L 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 iS 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



1 

Est. 2013 

Mth Over 20 Yrs Experience 


l 

D W Tiling 

Bathrooms & Kitchens 

1 

D 

larren Whickende 

Mobile: 07933 009 278 

n 

E 

Tel: 01384 379424 

■mail: d.w.tiling67@gmail.cor 

FREE QUOTES 



Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, March 23, 2017 





















































































































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, March 23, 2017 


36 



Roofing 



•Fascias • Sofits *DryUerge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



Quality 

• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 



Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 



Registered with 


No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 


Membership 
No. 554518 



Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 0800 799 9413 
Mob: 07906 724736 
to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 



DECORATORS WANTED 



ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


WOMBOURNE 
FUNERAL SERVICES 

Funeral Directors 


Funerals from £1,350 
plus Disbursments 


Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 


Wombourne & Kinver 
Memorials 

Monumental Masons 
Memorials from £450 

Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 


A TRADITION 



“We are very pleased 
with the service 
offered by the 
Express & Star. 
Our business and 
advertising needs 
are always well met.” 



WANTED OLD GENTS 
WRIST WATCHES 

All makes and models. 
Working or broken. 

Telephone 07979 020256. 



2 


Leisure 

Time 


Wombourne 
Funeral Services. 



For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


Classified!! :ls 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

www.nedowning.co.uk 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


GOD’S COMING KINGDOM How 

can we share in the new 
Kingdom?, March 26, at 6pm, The 
Community Centre, High Street, 
Kingswinford, Or write to The 
Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station Road, 
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 




GOGO SPORTS mobility scooter, 6 
months old, cost £950 will sell for 
£350 ono. 01902 788263. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


DOREMA QUATTRO porch awning, 
380cm x 240cm, as new, still 
boxed. £595. o.n.o. Cost New over 
£800.01902 783174. 


LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 


COSALT CARLTON Super, 28x12, 
5brth, £9k, inc decking and site 
fees, vgc, insulated underneath. 
Great site mid-Wales, pool, tennis, 
fishing. Call June 07446 298661 


SWIFT CHALLENGER 530 

Four berth, new battery, new 
tyres, built in microwave, water 
carriers, waste carrier, two 
locks, large end bathroom, full 
cooker, Motormover, excellent 
condition, reluctant sale due to 
ill health, 

£6,995 ono. 

07814 817506. 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday 26th March 
Next Sale: 9th April 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


TWO SETS of golf clubs plus trollies, 
one set used twice, £100. Hale¬ 
sowen area. 07597 357283. 


MINT CONDITION 
COMPLETE BIRDING 
OUTFIT 

RARE OPPORTUNITY TO 
PURCHASE TOP NOTCH 
OPTICS. 

Leica apo 77 angled scope 
with wide field eyepiece + case 
+ manfrotto tripod. + Leica 8 x 
20 trinovid binoculars with case, 
all with boxes + reciepts. 

A must have package for any 
serious observer. 

Call for further details 

07933 262536. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 


self catering | 
v holidays _| 

BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 


www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



antique fairs 


ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Every month. Codsall Village Hall, 
Sunday 26th March 9am-3pm. 
Call Brian: 07923 538178. 


I-N 


3 

Home & 
Services 



COLLECTION of diecast toys, dinky, 
corgi, vanguard, lledo, matchbox, 
days gone, atlas, editions, prices 
from £1.07548 684497. 



IKEA HEMNES double bed frame, 
black/brown £125. Also 2 seater 
fabric sofa coffee colour, £175. 
perfect condition. 07976 569866. 

TWO SEATER cane conservatory 
suite, brown and beige, excellent 
condition, buyer collects, £100. 

Telephone 01384 259117. 



POLAR CATERING fridge, upright, 
stainless steel, cost £1000, take 
£360. 01902 750609. 



HAYTER HARRIER 41, electric key 
start petrol mower, good condition, 
starts first time, serviced, £80. 
07909 995945. 



BOSCH GS50 

Silent cyclinder vacuum cleaner 
with attachments, as new, 
hardly used, 12 months Manu¬ 
facturers guarantee, retail 
price £269, sell £120 ono. 
07969175778. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



OMEGA WATCHES 
WANTED BY COLLECTOR 


In any condition, top prices 
paid. 

Please call Ken anytime on 
07984 047597. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock / Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 


SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k +2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash maga¬ 
zines wanted. 01902 892918. 



EIGHT UNIT cherrywood kitchen, 
complete with sink, taps, integrated 
cooker and hood, absolute bargain 
£500 ono. 07811 925743. 



KITCHEN UNITS 


French oak kitchen units as 
shown in photo. Very good con¬ 
dition, excellent quality. Buyer 
to collect. 

£800 ono. 

07765 241012. 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 





“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from 
their Classified 
Campaign” 


Bill- TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedJIds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 
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ClassifiedAds 37 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
1 RESULTS i*m 

SB* 


“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




m 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
V_ cleaning _ 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“I am very 
pleased with 
my Classified 
Advertising 
Campaign” 

Steve - Brill Clean. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


electrical 

services 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


external rendering | 
y / insulation 

EXTERIOR RENDERING, full 
houses, patching, textured/smooth. 
40yrs exp. Stuart 01902 324727. 


fencing 


RTWRy 

IMCIIMG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137656 
IVlon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^.1 
Sat 8am -12noon i mA, . M 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 1 : i 1W 


gardening 

services 


Fencing, Gardening 
and Landscape Design 

Groundworks for all sized gardens. 
Fully professional service. 

FREE QUOTES CALL 
0121 41 10508 or 
01902 302098 




Fencing ecking DBS 
Slabing Turfing checked 


07956 584523 • 0121 550 1712 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARAGES / SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 


t ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters 

decorators 


n 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


A BAD LEAKING ROOF 

All Roofing Work 
Undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
H. Robinson & Son 
07738 976025 


removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 701943, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


skip hire 


j 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


£145pwk. 07449 545343. 

SEDGLEY ONE BED self contained 
flat, suit single, mature person. No 
DSS/ref’s required. 07948 182489. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



The Flat Roofing Specialists 
Specialising in: Felt, Fibreglass 


All repair work undertaken 


FORI MONTH ONLY 

GET YOUR FLAT ROOF 
REPLACED WITH FIBREGLASS 
FOR THE SAME PRICE AS A FELT 
ROOF & GUARANTEED 
FOR25 YEARS 

(Felt only 10 year guarantee) 


Family Business est 30 Years 

0800 0855277 or 07538471274 


properties wanted 



TXIVIEi \ 


You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



CD©®® 




CASH HOW 



wolver 

properti 


FOR YOUR • Legal Fees Paid • Guaranteed Offer We can 
UnilCE ’I? 0 ‘Repossessions buy y 0ur 
I UUOE ^ny Condition Stopped h#u ” in 


0800 38 


WE BUY ANY HOUSE 



STOP f 

WE PAY MORE} 

01902 628 047 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY *Terms and 

Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classified! ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


I'Wi JN* 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


\ 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


| Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified, ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
u RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


AMERICAN COCKER Spaniel, 1 
dogs, very loving and cute, ready to 
go now, vaccinated, microchipped, 
wormed, Mom and Dad can be 
seen. £450. 07974 749908. 


home assured. 07970 485491. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOT I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 
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Class .f ed Ads 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


plant, machinery & tools 
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Motoring 





AUDI TT QUATTRO COUPE 


1.8 TURBO 

2000, Devon blue, 
134K, with FSH, 
full MoT, many new parts, 
clean car, 
ring for details. 

£1,975 ono 
01922 405640/ 
07901 951353. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 


2010, FSH, MoT, 5 seats, 
hoist for wheelchair / scooter, 
low mileage 24,000, 
new tyres fitted, 


HONDA CIVIC EX 1.6, 52,, 5dr, 
black, leather interior, full electrics, 
July MoT, £725.ono 07930 374986 



CONVERTIBLE 


2004,71,000 miles, black, elec¬ 
tric windows, electric mirrors, 
air con, alarm, MoT, cruise 
control, multiplay CD. 

£2,500 ono. 

07958 400177. 



PEUGEOT PARTNER 


2010, 7,153 Miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air baa, air 
con, fsh, alarm, MoT, longMoT, 
wheelchair acess vehicle with 
electric winch, 2 owners. 

£4,500 

01562 754127. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 

Silver, 3dr, 
2007, 


Accredited BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE . 

Or WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY & 16-17 SEPT. 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER uZZm 



Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN ASA PHLEB0T0MIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 



HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


£5,500 ono. 
01902 738296. 


LO V/ MILEAGE 


FORD FIESTA 1.25 EDGE 

3dr, petrol, 61 reg, air con, 
radio, electric windows, remote 
locking, FSH, genuine 5,400 
miles, 1 elderly owner no longer 
driving, excellent condition, 
MoT till August 31. 

£4,800 ono. 

07836 505163. 


28,000 miles, 
fsh, 12 months MoT, 
excellent condition. 

£2,700. 

07376 727285. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SRI, 1.4SRI, 
2012, 30,000 miles, red, fsh, MoT, 
many extras including cruise 
control, must be seen, £5,549. 
07801 814659. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: I 



Ed 


LOV/ MILEAGE 


FORD KA 1.3 COLLECTION 

54 reg, 10 months MoT, 
37,000 genuine miles, good 
condition, 

£495 ono. 

07890 706042. 



ISUZU TROOPER 4X4 
3.1 DIESEL 

M Reg., MOT 2018, 
116,000 miles, 
excellent all round condition, 
very reliable, some service 
history. 

£1,450 ono 
07855 392468. 


JAGUAR X-TYPE 


2004, gun metal grey, 65,000 
miles, MoT’d, excellent 
condition. 


£1,200 ono 
07986 736203. 



NISSAN QASHQAI NTEC, 

45,000 miles, 2009, 1600cc, 
FSH, 2 previous owners, 
MoT and Nissan warranty until 
end of May, sat nav etc. 
Good condition 
£6,500 ono 

Telephone 07531 848000. 



ROVER 25 


1600, 52 plate, very low 
mileage, 29,000 miles, semi 
automatic, MoT Aug, 
new timing belt fitted, cream 
interior, lady owner, excellent 
condition, very well looked 
after, first to see will buy. 

£800. 

07905 046744. 



LEGACY GX 

Y Reg, 
no brakes, 
spares or repair. 

£300 o.n.o. 
07850 742388. 


L0V/ MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
ENERGY 1.2 


3Dr, 54 Reg., finished in silver, 
only 57k, 11 months MoT, 
superb condition. 


Only £995. 
07963 464780. 



VWGOLFTDI 


1.9,2000,145,000 Miles, silver, 
electric windows, air bag, MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, diesel, sunroof, famify 
owned from new 

£995 ono 

07930474063 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 




HONDA NC 700CC 

Automatic, 2013, 

MoT March 2018, 
just serviced, 
only 8,400 miles, 
full luggage including 
two panniers and back box, 
excellent condition. 
£3,950. o.n.o. 

01902 783174. 


SUZUKI GN125 E 

2008, one owner, 7,000 miles, 
red and chrome, very good 
condition. 

£1,200 o.n.o. 

HONDA 70 STEP THROUGH 

1980,2 owners, red and cream, 
5,800 miles, top box, etc, very 
good condition. 

£950. o.n.o. 

Can deliver. 

07850 233858. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 
SMALL VAN wanted. Good condi¬ 
tion, Peugeot Partner or Vauxhall 
Combo type. 

01902 713465. 07967 952821 



accessories & ^ 
> , services 


TRAILER NOVAL Portaflot 4ft x 3ft 
with jockey wheel, £130 o.n.o. 
07805 942308. 


clutches / brakes^ 

v / gearboxes 

A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110, Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on others! 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 


Free h. 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


■ 
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LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


r 


STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


'N 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 (AS AMENDED) 
ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 


DIVERSION OF VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 
THE COMPA, KINVER 


NOTICE is hereby given that the Staffordshire County Council on 
23rd March 2017 made an Order the effect of which will be to prohibit 
any vehicle from proceeding in that length of The Compa in Kinver from 
its junction with Stone Lane in a generally south-easterly direction for a 
distance of approximately 120 metres unless the vehicle is being used in 
connection with the works; or unless the vehicle requires access to 
premises on the length of road or is being used for police, fire brigade or 
ambulance purposes. Pedestrian access will be maintained. 

An alternative route for traffic is available via Stone Lane, High Street, 
Church Hill, Church Road, The Compa and vice versa. For more 
information, visit: https://roadworks.org?tm=100828 
The order will come into operation on 27th March 2017 and the said 
works will commence on or as near as practicable to that date. It is 
anticipated that the works will be completed by 21st April 2017. 

The Order will remain in force for a period of 18 months, or until the gas 
main replacement works, which it is proposed to carry out on or near the 
road have been completed, whichever is the earlier. 

John Tradewell, Director for Strategy, Governance & Change 
No. 2 Staffordshire Place, Tipping Street, Stafford. ST16 2DH 
Ref: 32274; Enquiries: Customer Contact Centre; Tel: 0300 111 8000 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/trafficregulationordershttp://roadworks.org 


Date: 24th March 2017 
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Personals 





ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mMe radius. 01902 489 181. 


FEMALE 55 

Looking to meet new female 
Friends in the W-ton area. 

For nights our. 

Must have own car. 

Box Number C20739, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 
GENTLEMAN 

5ft 5in, 74, wishes to meet lady 
50-75 for friendship possible 
relationship. Sandwell and 
surrounding areas. 
Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number P20742 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LOOK 

GENUINE, CARING, SLIM 
ATTRACTIVE MAN, 54 

Would like to meet genuine 
lady, 40-60 for friendship and 
evenings out. 

Box Number P20737, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LADY 55 

Non Smoker. 

Looking for a sincere 
Gentleman in the W-ton, for 
companionship only 

and nights out. 

Must have own car. 
Genuine replies only. 

Box Number C20738, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 


SINGLE SLIM MALE 

55, WLTM genuine slim lady 45 
- 55, with similar interests, days 
out, walks in the countryside, 
Stourbridge, Brierley Hill, 
Oldbury areas. 

Box Number C20734, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


WIDOW 

Young at heart. 

70’s, honest, bubbly, solvent, 
GSOH. 

Would like a Friend for meals / 
days out, also holidays in 
UK/abroad perhaps. 
Wolverhampton, Dudley area. 

Box Number P20736, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


























































































Riders line up to say goodbye to the Wolves speedway legend Peter Karlsson, who is seen kneeling, front 


A handshake for legend Karlsson from ex-Wolves rider Ricky Wells 



PK on the shale during Sunday’s final race meeting 


PK's thanks as bumper 
turnout bids farewell 


A BUMPER crowd flocked to Monmore 
Green to bid a final farewell to Wolves 
speedway hero Peter Karlsson. 

One of the club’s all-time greats, Karlsson 
first rode for Wolves back in 1990. And the su¬ 
per Swede was given a fitting send-off on Sun¬ 
day night. 

Joined by good friend and current Wolves star 
Freddie Lindgren to make up the Wolves Legends, 
the duo - with the help of reserves Kyle Howarth and 
Max Clegg - came out on top against six other pair¬ 
ings including the Swedish Wolves Jacob Thorssell 
and Magnus Karlsson. 

“It has been a pleasure. It has been fantastic,” said 
Karlsson. “I am thrilled, very pleased the event went 
as well as it did - everybody who turned up seemed 
to enjoy it. 

“All the riders put on a good show, I saw out a few 
and gave some of the reserves a go so it was a good 
night all-round.” 

Former World Champion Sam Ermolenko was 
also on hand on the evening which saw an auction 
take place in the main bar following the races, selling 
Karlsson kevlars, helmets and team race jackets. 

Karlsson added: “It has been a life-changing expe¬ 
rience for me here. 

Involved 

“I came here while I was pretty young and I lived 
here for a while and learnt so much. 

“This club means a lot to me and I would like to 
thank everybody who came out for the event, I hope 
they had a good time. 

“Wolverhampton, it feels like - and has been - a 
second home to me.” 

Legend Karlsson thanked all involved with Wolves 
speedway for the faith shown in him over the years as 
he said farewell to the club. 

The 47-year-old Swede had his final meeting at 
Monmore Green on Sunday night in front of a jam- 
packed crowd. 

His feats at the club include helping them to the 
2009 Elite League title, despite suffering a broken col¬ 
larbone two weeks prior to the play-off final. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Joe Edwards 


“I will really miss it but then 
again, I would like to think I 
managed to repay them a bit 
over the years.” 


He played a huge role last term, too, as they beat 
Belle Vue over two legs to win the Elite League, and 
also lifted the trophy in 2002. Having ridden for 
Wolves, on and off, since 1990, the club is very close 
to Karlsson’s heart and he said: “I’m pleased the club 
kept so much faith in me. 

“Over the years, we have shown that we are a big 
family. 

“When I started here, it was Sam Ermolenko and 
Ronnie Correy and then it was me and my brother, 
Mikael and now it’s Freddie Lindgren and Jacob 
Thorssell - we have all passed it on to each other, 
that family spirit.” 

When asked if one particular moment stands out 
or whether the whole experience is the stand-out, he 
said: “Very much so (a collective), it’s hard to pin¬ 
point one particular thing. 

“Of course, with winning the title last year that is 
the one fresh in the memory and the one that every¬ 
one thinks about. 

“We have had so many great moments with so 
many different riders - the likes of Sam (Ermolenko) 
and Freddie (Lindgren) - over the years that I have 
been here.” 

On the back of last season’s Elite League triumph, 
Karlsson believes the side is strong enough to be up 
there again this term. 

“Definitely, because the club has managed to put a 
fantastic team together,” he said. 

“Max Clegg came through, out of nowhere, to help 


us win the title last year and it’s the same with Kyle 
Howarth. 

“It would be great to see the club get back-to-back 
titles.” 

Having been such a big part of his life, Karlsson 
knows he will miss the club dearly but feels he has 
repaid the support, and now is the time for the young 
guns to make a real impression. 

“I will really miss it but then again, I would like to 
think I managed to repay them a bit over the years,” 
he added. 

“The fans have been fantastic all along - they want 
to win, just like we do. 

“There has been some bad times too, don’t get me 
wrong - injuries and things like that - but you come 
through them and you win, and that’s what we did. 

“My message to the fans is thank you for all the 
support, it means a lot to me.” 

Fans were keen to thank Karlsson for his spectac¬ 
ular efforts. 

Simon Lowbridge, from Coseley, said: “He’s been a 
true great for this club for many years, and for British 
speedway as a whole. Hopefully there will be many 
more like him here.” 

Tony Caldicott - who had travelled from Lakeside 
to be at the meeting - added: “He’s a legend in his 
own lifetime. 

“He is probably the most consistent rider I have 
seen.” 

Results: 

1 WOLVES LEGENDS 35: Fredrik Lindgren 22, Peter 
Karlsson 7, Kyle Howarth 6, Max Clegg 0. 

2 MONMORE NICE GUYS 31: Niels-Kristian Iversen 
21, Adam Skornicki 8, Kyle Howarth 2. 

3 BMR ROCKETS 30: Scott Nicholls 15, Chris Harris 
15. 

4 DANISH PIRATES 29: Hans Andersen 18, Nicolai 
Klindt 11. 

5 PK STARS 24: Sam Masters 19, David Howe 5. 

6 SWEDISH WOLVES 21: Jacob Thorssell 17, Mag¬ 
nus Karlsson 2, Kyle Howarth 2. 

7 US YOUNG GUNS 19: Ricky Wells 19, Broc Nicol 

0 . 


Strong relay squad 
is Bahamas bound 

BLACK COUNTRY athletes Jarryd Dunn and Matthew Hudson-Smith 
have been selected by Great Britain to take part in the World Relay Cham¬ 
pionships in the Bahamas next month. 

Dunn, aged 25, from Brownhills, and Hudson-Smith, 22, from Lanesfield, 
Wolverhampton, have both been selected in a full-strength 4x400m squad 
for the event in Nassau. Theo Campbell, Martyn Rooney, Delano Williams 
and Rabah Yousif make up the 4x400m line-up. 

The event, which takes place from April 22-23, is being looked upon as 
a key part of the build-up to the 2017 World Athletics Championships in 
London in August. 

Performance director for British Athletics Neil Black said: “We are tak¬ 
ing these championships incredibly seriously, something we have shown by 
selecting our best possible teams. 

“I am looking for the team to grasp this opportunity and make a big 
statement of intent in The Bahamas.” 

He added: “Our primary focus is firmly on the 4x100m and the 4x400m 
competitions - the events where we intend to be challenging for medals at 
London 2017.” 


No baize of glory as 
Evans loses title bid 

DUDLEY snooker ace Reanne Evans saw her bid for a 12th Women’s World 
Snooker Championship ended by her old foe Ng On Yee. 

Evans lost at the semi-final stage to the Hong Kong player, describing her 
5-4 defeat as ‘shocking’ on social media. 

Evans, aged 31, has won the world title 11 times, including for 10 consec¬ 
utive years from 2005 until 2014. The 2015 title was claimed by Yee - who 
had beaten Evans in the last four. But Evans gained revenge in last year’s 
final. 

She had cruised through to the semi-finals after defeating Germany’s 
Diana Schuler 4-0 in the last 16 before despatching Thailand’s Siriphaporn 
Nuanthakhamjan 4-1 in the quarter-finals - the only frame she had dropped 
up to that point. 

In her quarter-final, Yee had struggled past Waratthanun Sukritthanes 
- the conqueror of Netherton’s Maria Catalano in the last 16 - to win 4-3. 

But she edged past Evans in the semi. 

After coming unstuck, Evans: “Well that performance was shocking - 
threw it away #disgusted #itsonlyagame.” 


Eggington handed 
European title shot 

STOURBRIDGE boxing star Sam Eggington has been handed a shot at a 
European title. The 23-year-old welterweight will take on Ceferino Rod¬ 
riguez for the Spaniard’s EBU belt at The Barclaycard Arena on May 13. 

Eggington is aiming to continue his ascent in the sport after notching up 
the most impressive victory of his career earlier this month with an eighth- 
round stoppage of two-weight world champion Paulie Malignaggi. 

Already a mandatory challenger for the EBU belt, Eggington’s clash with 
Ceferino was last week confirmed as chief support for a show topped by 
Birmingham fighter Kal Yafai’s first defence of his WBA super flyweight 
crown. 

Ceferino has suffered just one defeat in a 25-fight professional career and 
will pose a test for Eggington, who has reeled off three straight wins after 
losing his British title to Bradley Skeete last March. 

“I had to learn a lot after Skeete,” said Eggington, who rose through the 
ranks as an amateur at Warley Boxing Club. “I have real hunger back after 
losing to Skeete and this is massive for me as I never thought I’d reach 
this level.” 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Jeremy in 
win against 
grandmaster 

WEDNESDAY saw Mutual Circle trav¬ 
el to play Stourbridge second team in a 
Birmingham Division 3 match. 

Stourbridge had a decent team assem¬ 
bled and really needed at least a point to 
avoid relegation. They got off to a good 
start with a quick win for Ron Evans on 
board 3 and a draw for John Foxall on 
board 1. 

Unfortunately the remaining four 
games did not look good for Stourbridge 
and eventually Stourbridge lost three of 
them with Martin Berridge getting the 
only other draw. The final result was 4-2 
to Mutual Circle. 

The Stourbridge Dudley Division 2 
team played at Wolverhampton with 
new members Martin Borley playing 
his second game of the season and Carl 
Birch making his debut. Jeremy Hum¬ 
phries, Chris Cox and Martin all got 
draws making it a 2 V 2 - IV2 loss. 

Stourbridge are not too concerned, 
though, as they entered this league to 
give players games, including new mem¬ 
bers like Martin and Carl. 

At the recent Blackpool Chess Con¬ 
ference, SCC member Nic Fallowfield 
finished equal third in the major section 
with four points out of a possible five. 
His son Jeremy scored three points in 
the open section. This included an ex¬ 
cellent win against grandmaster Mark 
Hebden. 

Anyone who is interested in joining 
Stourbridge chess club, should contact 
Dave Scriven on 01384 423642 or visit 
www.stourbridgechess.f9.co.uk for more 
information about the club. 

Pedmore bowlers 
wide of mark in 
defence of total 

Pedmore (83) lost to Hagley ‘A’ (88-2) 
by four wickets 

PEDMORE got off to poor start in the 
Kinver Indoor Cricket League, losing 
both openers with 15 on the board in the 
first two overs. 

Paul Taylor and John Herdman found 
it difficult to push score along, especially 
the bowling of John Lennon (2-18). Los¬ 
ing wickets at regular intervals Pedmore 
were bowled out in the 11th over. 

In reply, Hagley ‘A’ started cautiously, 
although Mike Stead soon retired on 25. 
The first wicket went down at 77 and the 
game was ended by the 10th over. 

Enville (82-1) beat Hagley ‘B’ (81-3) by 
five wickets 

HAGLEY ‘B’ openers Steve Plant and 
Steve James made a very good start los¬ 
ing the first wicket at 61, but once out, 
the rest of the batsman struggled to 
keep up the good work. 

Enville lost captain Jono Howells 
for three in the second over, but Matt 
Branch and Lee Passmore set about the 
bowling. Branch retired on 25 and Pass- 
more scored the winning runs in the 
eighth over. Pedmore bowled 22 wides. 

Rugby semi-final 

STOURBRIDGE Rugby Club u-15s take 
on Worcester in the North Mids Cup 
semi-final on Sunday. Kick-off is at 11am 
on the first team pitch at Stourton Park. 


Keeper Fosters hospice relationships 



Mark Naylor, Albion Academy goal¬ 
keeper coach, Frank Burns snr, 
hospice patient and Ben Foster 


WEST Bromwich Albion goalkeep¬ 
er Ben Foster gave patients and 
staff at Mary Stevens Hospice a 
welcome surprise when he popped 
in for a visit. 

The Baggies and England stopper 
met patients to learn more about 
the work done by the charity and 
delighted staff by posing for pic¬ 
tures and signing autographs. 

He took a tour of the hospice, in 
Hagley Road, Stourbridge, along¬ 
side Mark Naylor, Albion Academy 
goalkeeping coach, Andy Pountney 


and Andy Bullingham, chairman 
and vice-chairman of Stourbridge 
FC and Matt Webb, who co-founded 
the Stourbridge v WBA legends 
charity match which will be played 
at Stourbridge FC on April 2. 

Foster donated a signed shirt 
towards an auction that will take 
place after the charity clash. 

Stevan Jackson, chief execu¬ 
tive officer Mary Stevens Hospice 
Group, said: “England goalkeeper 
Ben Foster caused quite a stir and 
he and the other visitors spent 


much time talking to patients and 
staff - irrespective of their football¬ 
ing affiliations.” 

Naylor, charity match co-founder, 
said: “The hospice is a charity which 
Matt (Webb) and I have become in¬ 
credibly close to.” 

The charity match takes place at 
the War Memorial Athletic Ground, 
in High Street, Amblecote with the 
gates opening at 1pm. 

Contact Amanda Bowen, on 
amanda@mshfundraising.co.uk to 
get involved. 


IT AIL COMES 
GOOD IN END 


Glassboys up for real ding-dong 



Stourbridge FA Cup hero Matthew Gould gets his hands on the Ding Dong Derby Cup 


Stourbridge 3 Ilkeston 1 

STOURBRIDGE moved level 
on points with second-placed 
Nantwich after finally coming 
good in the closing stages. 

The Glassboys suffered a shock after strug¬ 
gling to break down Ilkeston’s rearguard action 
on Monday night and Anthony Dwyer put the 
Derbyshire side in front on the stroke of half¬ 
time. 

Gary Hackett’s side included new signing Liam 
Slade following his switch from Halesowen while 
another new-boy, Kennedy Digie, was on the 
bench after joining from Kidderminster Harriers. 

Stourbridge finally levelled when Matt Dodd 
was brought down by Dante Leverock and Luke 
Benbow stepped up to convert from the spot for 
his 26th league goal of the campaign. 

Stourbridge struck again on 78 minutes when 
former Shrewsbury marksman Luke Rodgers, a 
second half substitute, turned home a Benbow 
cross at the near post. 

Victory was completed on 83 minutes when 
Benbow turned a Rodgers free-kick against the 
post and defender Dan Preston prodded home. 

Workington 3 Stourbridge 1 
INJURY-HIT Stourbridge were plunged into 
deeper despair when central defender Chris 
Knight suffered an ankle problem while warm¬ 
ing up to face Evo-Stik Premier promotion rivals 
Workington. 

Glassboys boss Gary Hackett already had cen¬ 
tral defenders Jack Duggan, Stuart Pierpoint 
and Richard Sho-Silva sidelined through injury, 
so had to draft in youngster Jacob Wedderburn 
to partner Dan Preston in the heart of their de¬ 
fence. 

Workington netted twice just before half-time 
to put the game out of the Glassboys reach. 
First, David Symington smashed home a 30-yard 
screamer, then two minutes into first half stop- 
page-time, Sam Joel fired past Matt Gould. 

They added a third on 55 minutes, Joel flick¬ 
ing the ball past Gould before walking it into an 
empty net. 

Luke Benbow clawed one back from the spot. 

Two additional players have joined the Glass¬ 
boys ranks, forward Josh Cooke, aged 20, from 
Sutton Coldfield Town and Myles Arnold, a mid¬ 
fielder previously with Loughborough Dynamo 
and Witton Albion. 


CUP giantkillers Stourbridge are targeting 
another giant-killing act at the Simplyhealth 
Great Birmingham 10k. 

The region’s football clubs are limbering up 
to battle it out for Ding Dong Derby Cup glory 
over the 6.2-mile route on April 30. 

Clubs of all sizes are being invited to enter 
running teams and compete for silverware. 

FA Cup heroes Glassboys are aiming to steal 
the silverware from the grasp of Birmingham 
City, who won the inaugural Ding Dong Derby 
Cup last year. Any football club can compete 
by entering a team of between four and eight 
runners. The four fastest times posted by each 
team will be accumulated to determine who is 


the fittest and fastest club in the region. Stour¬ 
bridge goalkeeper Matt Gould represented the 
club at the Ding Dong Derby Cup launch. The 
grandson of former Wolves and Albion striker 
Bobby, and son of Baggies goalkeeping coach 
Jonathan said: “We like being underdogs and 
wouldn’t it be nice if a non-professional team 
beat all the big clubs?” 

To enter a team, visit the Great Birmingham 
10k Business Challenge page at www.greatrun. 
org/great-birmingham-lOk/business-challenge 

When filling in the ‘name of company’ box, 
type in the club’s name followed by ‘Ding Dong 
Derby Cup’. To enter as an individual go to: 
www.greatrun.org/great-birmingham-lOk 


Dwyer awaits 
home start 
for Heathens 

CRADLEY launch their home National 
League campaign with one of their Per¬ 
ry Barr meetings next Wednesday. 

The Heathens face King’s Lynn in the 
first of what is expected to be three out¬ 
ings at Birmingham - with the rest at 
Monmore Green. 

It’s a throwback to the launch of the 
new era in 2010 when they shared ven¬ 
ues - and this season they have a combi¬ 
nation of new and familiar faces. 

Tom Perry, Dan 
Greenwood and 
Luke Harris all re¬ 
turn - but for Con¬ 
nor Dwyer it means 
a home debut in 
Heathens colours. 

“It’s a really good 
opportunity for 
me to be at Crad- 
ley,” Dwyer said. 

“I’m really looking 
forward to it and I 
just want to make 
the most out of the 
chance. 

“It’s a good club, and I’m going into 
this season with the same sort of mind¬ 
set I’ve had every year. I’ll always try 
to improve my average and just keep 
progressing and moving in the right di¬ 
rection. I’ve done a lot of laps at Wol¬ 
verhampton, probably more than I did at 
Coventry last year, so I’m really excited 
to have that as my home track.” 

Dwyer linked up with his new team¬ 
mates for the first time at their season 
launch night earlier this month and says 
they are already developing a strong 
team spirit. 

He added: “Everyone gets on really 
well already. I’ve known Tom (Perry) 
and Dan (Greenwood) for a long time 
and they are two great lads who I’m 
pleased to be riding with. There is al¬ 
ready a good team spirit developing.” 

Bragoli gives Yeltz 
breathing space 

Frickley 0 Halesowen 1 

HALESOWEN secured a massive three 
points in their quest to avoid being 
dragged into the bottom three of the 
Evo-Stik Premier. 

The Yeltz were level on points with 
Frickley at the start of play and Danny 
Bragoli’s header on 66 minutes means 
they now have some breathing space, 
having played fewer games than most of 
their rivals at the bottom. 

Frickley hit the bar on 56 minutes but 
Bragoli headed in from a corner 10 min¬ 
utes later. 

Monday’s game at Hednesford was 
called off due to a waterlogged pitch. 



Connor Dwyer 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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